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Tor
Crn 1 Julv, T-e “etteslion I-1 ettended & mesTinT on Greves
Tr~ictretion 2t Teels 11 {m ThImment e
Cn 3 Mlr, the DettelinT Aomrmder phtevies £ TTnit
Corznder's meet1n~ et TGraenvevs, o ' T . LT
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On 4 July, the B=ttelion ves "leited for moversnt on eix
hour.notice. S ' - : :

On 7 Tu1v tae Bettzlion v:s‘alerted ct 05L0 for “ovem,nt<<52§l

first element et 0730. The Be telion KHaq & Ho Compeny left the
area et that time., The head of the column arrived st Blanford at
13,0 end et RCPP [ of ATes D st l!‘Ot Arrived Cemm. D-124 five (5)
miles West of Dorches ter et 15 ,5 5 ﬂﬁ and B Comnernv. canped at
Camp 124, D Compeny and Service Comﬁ.nv‘rent into Cany 5, erd. C.
Co*nervuinto Cemp 10, Briefins of crelt Load Commenders, drawing.
of QqulleS and merment of the ‘men, zc well as the arsenbling of
~vexicles . in cra‘t loai order ogcupied-the time until OBOO 3 July,
- 19Ll, ‘ . T TR P . '

The aftﬂrnoon and eyening o’t he ‘8th vere relatively

cuiet, with the ex ception of . the cont*nurl loud cneolfer blarinz

for the Battallon unﬁl" Officer.

) Vv oh P

. .0n one occe5flon CPDt 1rv”'§ockv h=2d snsvered the third
iﬂﬁerious call to.révnort to-the Camp Supply Officer, and: hed returned
to the now unfamiliar ease of his cot when the P, A. systermn :
‘ennounced that he wes egeln to-report-to the’ Cemd Suprly, ‘Tpgv;'
Battaii@ntédjutant and Cammunication Offiecexr. ewakened himg AR
that- time twe ‘soldiers of the Battalion_g@g@eﬁ fhe tents .

was "They are certainly. runnin AR
they?“ Yery apt. R -

T

-

, n9. July, the first section of- th ;Battalion,,f
Col Abrams as Craeft Load Commander, moved to:sthe Embarke
at 0650, end\was:folloved by quarter hour intervals by th
of the Battallwn Craft Loads. _ ‘
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coast of Fr'nce we e
tozmetrer et 2200.

cieghted,

Julr, disenberketion btegen or "Utah Beach
The first t:e Zettelion arrived in Trensit Lrea "R" at
0700 =nd.-re~eined the most of the efterncon in hopes thet
the rest.-of the Brattelion would errive. At 1530, the Commending -
General of CCE ordered Ceptain Dwigat, the sonior steff officer. . .
present to move the elements of the Battalion to the Division Assembly
Aree, At 1700, these elements moved from the Transit Area and.arrived
. the” asserbly eres at 2030. The Battalion CP wes placed: 118<n110
:of. Gennetot mnd the other companies surrounding it. Cevtain .’
Zrrris, the Feconneissance Platoon Lezder, were engaged

. o-
trere for

CDwifnt, Lt
In. reconnoiterlng the company ereas when the Battalion Commander

with the pgrecter pert of nriw end "O" Companr arrived, The"
COtnanles_went into bivouac end .were settled by 1207, 12 July. At

that time the onlr versons nie51ng were Major Beutz, Lts, Marston,
Wrolson, and Anderson with two platoons of tanks., Tne officers and
men of these vlrtoons arrive?d at 0430, 1& Julv. ' ‘

nTn
-9

“Son 1L

ané 15 July, The Battaliqn Commpnder and Company
Cormanders vis

ited p=rt of the front erees on reccn”“issance.

For the Bzttelion Commender:
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FEADYUARTIRS TEIRTY SEVENTH TAKE BATTALICK
APC 254, U. S, Army
21 Auzust 1344
SUSCECT: Battalion Diary.
TC : The Adjutant Gemeral, 4th Armd Div, APC 254, T. S. Army.

JULY 27, 1944 - RAFFCVILLE, FRAXCE

The Battalion wﬁs alerted for movement-at 003C. C(rdere received
{rem CCA explained the situetion as follows: : :

The 90th Divisiern contlnues its mission and moves through Perlers
vO vou\aa.nce.,

i rs ol ol A Sl AN atbide dmr: e

The €th Armocred Division pushes South to Lessay and vicinity of
Coutance., :

The 3rd Armored Divisicn moves South;
The 2nd Armored D1v1sion moves on to Brehal._ . '
’rhe 4th &rmored Division in colum of - cc's. CCB leading,: Reuem' N

Command at the tail of colum, moves South to Brehal, with the m;suiun»ef<'{‘ 22
seizing and holdzng RJ at 2355420, '

Troops Cca - 57, 51, %4, A/28, B/25, C/T04, B/ASS, B/45, A/lzs“’"’""

. ' JULY 28, 1944 .

!azted at Raffovxlle all day. - .

JULY 29, 1944

N ST
¥oved from Baffoville et 0900 through Periers, St. Sauveur de Lernden.

Arrived 2-1/2 kilometers Bast of Coutance (249589) at 1245. At 2140, the
Battalian was alerted for novemant to new assembly area South of Couﬁance.

"Jumso 1944 -

Y ‘- 3 j.-,.:_' ’ B “,4» Vg ‘
!'or nenr uson‘bi

1a Haye, @e,sneﬁﬁf \Yranshoss;. T

270458 - ft"’wso. 2, i’a.ni,?%? gompeny raked tho vo - L3
gus, On® Sergemt S T%D¥ Company, WIK, 162 priacnars hkeu, ‘8- :
enemy wounded, Prisoners takém to 2nd Armored Divisian.f!’point.f;
the Battalian pulled into an qssembly ares at 239318 (Poliegqy)';

,.,t. RS il ,..,.L A ,» - 7.
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Zattalion Diery, Hq 37th Tank Battalior, 21 August, 1544 (Continued)

. Commanrder received orders to move the Battalion to the Selune River and seize

supported by "B and "C® Batteries of the 66th Armored Field Artillery mtta.hon

_Les Brousses and then right to les Donets Durant.” "DV Company, ¢/10, and

JULY 31, 1944

"Loved out of aree at (745 through lLa Haye Pesnel, Eochelle, Les
Mesnil, Avranches. Battalior tore through an enemy horse-drewn artillery wumit
outside of Le Mesnil, destroyed many cassions and guns. Most of the enemy took
to the woods from which they were routed by elements of the Battalion Service

Company,

Before this action (at Monfredon) & large number of prisaners were
taken and severel AT guns demolished by the combined action of "D and "A°
Companies, ‘

Durinc the morning and early efternoon the Battalion met resistence
and came under fire while stopped on the roed between Le Mesnil and Avranches.
A1l opposition was quelled North of Avranches by 1300. At 1300, the Battaliom

the four (4) water crossings there.

The order for this march was as followss

FA" Company to take the main route ‘South and seize ‘bridge at 2810.;';;"' ‘

"B" Company to take the first secondary road to the left at 281158 with LR
objective of Ducey, supported by balance of 66thdnd:A/16. “C* Company supportods
94th Armored Field Artillery Battaliom, and A/24, %o tako the main road left to:\ ‘

Assault Gu.u Platoon to move South of - La Gilardzere %o Marcilly.

These four (4) combat teams, each under comnd of the sem.or tank g
officer, moved out at 1600. Each team met fierce resistance after pasging
through Avranches. The close cooperation betweem the tanks, artillery and
Air Corps, made the mission successful. Captain Spsncer, CO of "A® Company,
and Lt. Bohn of "B® Company had their tanks knoclked out, but not before they
put the finis on their opponents . 3

Lt. Richard E. Donahue of "D" Company walked across the Selune River
Dam at Marcilly and captured the commander of the German guard end returned with
hm to our linmes without incidento S

The "C¥ Company oolum fought its way to a pogition on the.Selume. South
of Ducey and seized the bridge there intact. Tlus force bad to.drive German . ..
troopd; from a £ield in order to gssemble: éuréng »t.h@.-night, and in Teaving &hig¥k
fiold the pext aommgo,,colml Abroas surgriseél fc‘;aemy te.nk anaefg,redfc; A
trith threo 18, ,quick AP’ ghons.p BT AN o

-
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mattalion DiaFy, HG 37th Tamk Battaliom, 21 August, 1944 (Contisued)

10th Infantry Column) and "A" and "C" of the 53rd moved through Ducey at 1220.

'to c'c.a for, curther'

AUGUST 1, 1944 ,

The trains were brought up from their position North of Avranches
at about 1030, and the Battaliom gassed, assembled, and after being relieved
by & combat team of the 8th Division, moved out,’ . , .

The Battalion (mnus "A" and "C" Compeny which were attached to

"D" Company found the crews of two (2) enemy ta.nks dismounted at
1440 and destroyed them with grenades. .

: The Battallon arrived at 165”86 at 1600 three (3) kilometers North
of Galaze at 1720, three (3) kilometers North of Sans at 1800.

At 1815, the orders were received from CCA to assemble in the vicinity
North of Rennes. : o

At 1830, .the pattalian moved into an assembly area fourteem: (14)
lnlometers North of Rennes.. - x : L

AUGUST 2, 1944

fhe Battalian stayed in assembly ares 81l this day. EnadyiGlAN

" were observed twice during the day. We were not attacked. 10bh ‘Inf'a.nﬂ'g’
. ,elements reple.ced by A" a.nd ncn Compo.ny, 53rd Infantry.

e T ‘ S o

AUGUST 3, 1944

: - The Battalion was awakened at 0403 by what appeared to be hap. ¥y, 20!
gun fire. CCA ordered us alerted but at 0430, Colonel Clarke inf'omod ?‘ mt
the enemy ammmition dump in the Foret de Rennes had blowm up. ' -

ek

At 0910, the Battalion moved out with Bain de Bretague 435 A‘bje&tfve. -
To do this we bypassed Rennes, moved through Mordelle, Gover, Guichen. "Lobea.c,
Guipry, across bridge at Messac, and last to Bain de Bretagne.

¥o resistance was met for six (6) miles and after that:'an]'.y scattered

groups of Jerries. These were speedily dispatched in accordance with the VOCO
"Eill every G-od Demmed ane of therm. . BEECEER

SR T S

| The mtunm asaembled outeide nun de m'otagne ad e

‘hstructim :t 1465. E

s

Just before we yullod “out of Bu.n do_nroh;ne, Captain 3
while ri.di.ng in & peep was encountered by & Nagi who jumped into? Lk
front of him. gpewing lead from a Schmeiser. The Captain answored’ nﬁh‘a ':' s VL2
Gui and ‘the Eraut was still lying in the road, minus, tho top . &w‘}’;‘d - ahend
the Battalion Hea.dquarters moved pe.st. : i)

-3..'
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, 'rhey a.rrived at 0400, 4 August. .

, ,Vsnnes at 2010._ The tm‘t yople vere deleriqus ':lﬁ
. tanks and in peeps were lgaterg'i i'.&h flowers, tlns

Bettalion Diary, dg 37th Tark Battalion, 21 August, 19544 (Cortinued)

AUGUST 3, 1944 (COVT INUED)

‘tivouac four (4) kilometers Xortheast Janze (158398 - wvicinity Amenalis) at
1925, Just before going into Janze, the Battalion shot up several truoks and
destroyed several machine gun nests.

At Amanalis, "D" Compeny and "B" Comna.ny were sent North to.cover road
junctions and to prevent enemy troops from enterirng or leaving Rernes, which was
to be assaulted by a CT of 8th Infentry Division. "D® Compeny covering the RJ's
South of Chateaugiron met some epemy infentry at 2115B. The FFI informed Lt.
Conrad Mueller of "D" Company, who commanded the outpost at RJ at 164440, that
a colum of about 500 infantry and 2 towed 88's were coming down the roa.d Lt.
Mueller laid the 105mm assault gun attached to him and as the first gun rounded
the corner blasted it and its crew. The Jerries - never known to be particularly
bright - hecitated for several minutes and then dismounted men ard cleared away
the wreckage of this gun. The Germarns then tried to push their secaond towed
gun around the corner, omly to have it meet the end of its predicessor.

In the meanwhile, Captain McMahon, CC of "D® Company, a
scene and called for .the pre-ed;justed artillery canoentrstlon.

this missiom from a Michelin ros.d mp) The resulta.nt hvoc ca.‘
remaining live Germns to flee. : .

B Compe.ny had ‘been ordered Back to the Bst‘bslion\l.n the

AUGUST 5, 1944

L'Crient at 0914, The Battalion Commander and Liaisom Officer left: X
quarters Combat Command "A" to receive orders while the Battalion mov j;m ‘®o,
the junction of the Janze - Bain de Bretagne roads. "The Battalion Com nder
joined the column there and the Battalion cleared this junctiom at” lm,-j’-passel )
through Messac at 155C, Guipy at 1600, Glacilly at 1645. The bridge at St. Martin
was discovered to have been destroyed ané it was necessary to have the Bngineers
repair it before proceeding at 1845, The Battalion passed through St, Graven at
1855, The head of the colum wst with some small arms’ fire outside‘sf St. Graven,
but this resistance was speedily reduced AR

B

imporeible to move ' vehiols through ths streets. X ;.
around the town to a bivouas st 2165, 2~1/2 miles’ 'loﬂ:h’ﬁ“’"
were joined by the rest of the Bs.tta.lion. 'In the meanty

The Bettalion moved from Beir de Bretagne at 1715 andé pulled into %

.
S
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Battslion Disry, T 37t~ Tarnr Batteliorn, 21 Ausust, 10844 (Continued)

‘ 2t 1100, € Aurust, it wez reported by the FFI that a grouc of Jermans
with anti-tank runs were ostablisnec at e Soizt along Route letionele 1€5, cne -
[1) mile froc Vsznei. At the saume tiwe & group of 400 ezemy were reported irn
tre Chemp de Tir, five (&) miles Xorth ci Vannes, ‘

The bett-lion Zommander corferred with the Commandant of the FFI in
Varnes, and ir the meanw:zile the 22nc¢ Field Artillery Battalion adjusted fire
on thne position Test of Vanmes. 2/37 plus C/5I and the Mortar Platoor set out
to reduce the Serman position tc the west, Tris force was uncder the command of

“Captain Dwight. 4 force comsistizg of 3/37 plug 1 Platoon A/52 and the 37th

“‘D

“Assaltlt Gun Platoon marched Ycrth tc the reported Germar position in the Champ’

de Tir, This force wes commanded by Lajor Reutz and met no opposition.

Captain Imight's force moved through Vannes, and upon arriving at the
outskirts found thzt they were canalized. The force, led by the 2ndé Platoon
of "C" Company, 37th, mace a frontsl asttack on the four (4) 20m= AAKT guns and
destroyed them, ther moving on to destroy the enemy personnel and trucks alomg -
the road almost half-way to Auray. In tais action Staff Sergeant Howard L,
Smith was woundee ir the left eye anéd face but oontmued his work and .,retuled to’
be evacuated. :

Scattered enemy resistance continued during the day. At OO,

'2né Lt. Jonathar E. Anderson, 2nd Piatoon, "C" Company Leader, was kiﬁ”’l'-by s

machine gun fire from a German Armored Car. S/Sgt. Smith took command of this -

.platoon and continued the mission. For these actioms S/Sgt. Smith was remnded
'for the Silver Star and was aopo:.nted a Second Lleutenant.'

_1x'— 5

The total casual‘tues among this task force was five. Enemy ‘peracnnel

killed and captured amounteé to over one hundred and over eighty truc]cs and
staff cars were destroyed. -

e e - - 4.__,_.1-.» -—

At 2200, that evening, orders were 1ssued to the Batta.han to sove the -
next morning to the vicinity of L'Orient, with the mission of (1) seizing and
holding the bridge across the Blavet Tiver at Hemnebont, (2) seizing OP's for
the utillery in numty of L'Orient ané seizing and holding dositions for the
Division Artillery. ~Bridges and roads were reported to be mined, The Germans
had received ar ultimatun to surrencer, but chose to fight.

AUGUST 7, 1544

.. The Bsttahon moved out at 0600 orlef bf In.rch Ron, "D' ot DY L7
Battalion Staff Tanks, Assault Platoon, ",c" Company;<C/94, C/704,-C/68APL
of A/24, 94th FA (-), Battery of 155 Howitzers, aouqmmra CCa,- 4(51{ :
37¢th, A/24 (<), B/37, no trains,

1

: At 0730 while mssiug through the town - of\luray, ‘2nd Lt,-t Har:
Recornaissance Officer, shot two (2) ecemy motorcyclists who were obviously
left there as outpost. On the outskirts of the town the Reccnna.isu.noe 'hal’.f‘frCCk

-5 =
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Sattalicn Diery, Sq 37tk Teni 3etzalion, 21 Ruzust, 1344 (lortinue.

develones enzin
cre of the Ass
>erzen scldiers
+5 eross roaés and firea
amzuniticn Gumps '
inoirect result was the

5 forceZ tc si0D, causing‘tne staf{ tarks ant.

" Cozpany to ralt in town. Jorecre soctted

ers irmecdiately action was taken {ur “arnzs movefd

t a:; enemy visible. Total destruqtion of =wo

urted nmumoer of 4ead vas the imzneciate result. Tne
tr;ct or. of the Heunnebont - L'(rient outpost.

N

5

o

o

o
019‘

n

The BYettelisr meved on st OBCC aerd mede a fast, umevent f21 marcen te
Tennevoeni. Arriving on tne mu‘eert: of thic town op X¥ 145, Lt. Terris surorised
embers of & Russiaer (Cst Cavalry Squadron hurriedly placing s rail bdlock

across tae roed. OShooting his wey ta irough these ensmy, ané supdported hy the

v

Light Tenk Compar), the Ee cnna) ssance —latcon opushed through “he town ard to
w;t iq ten (10) yards ¢l it -2 acress the Slevet, Germon sclilers, evidently
surprisec, were still cn the bridee, firine at our forward elements, wrhen the

Zeconraissance half-traclk was hit by a small asti-tank snell, 2nd the radistor
neretrated. At the same time tne enemy blew the bridge,with their owr goldiers
still cn iz,

Upoz this hapdoening, Colonel Abrams sert "C" Company of the 53ré Infantry
down tc the river to secure the West side of the rivér where it ran through the
city. At the same time "C" and "D" Company were sert North to Lochrist, where
another bridge was reported. "C" Company wes recalled at 1225 snd told to be

_ready to move by a secondary roaéd through St. Gilles to Lochrist.

"D" Company, with R/52 in suovort overcame stifi re51stance in Lochrist
and chargec ecross the bridze ané corsolidated the other side while "C" and "B"
Company fought their way tnrouzh another sguadron of Russiaan Cavalry at St. Gilles
to Lochrist. Uhnile fighting thrcugh 3t. Gilles, Ceptain Dale F. Zmith, Comnany
Commender, ernd lst Serceant James X, HBagemeister of "C" omnany, and Sergeant
Whiteside of "B" Corpany wes ¥illed. In this ectiom, also Li. Boan of "B" Compary
-was- wounded, ' -

After the bridge hadi been crossed, the Battalion moved through Inzinac
dowz to Cauden. The 2ettalion mcved into an assembly area tso (2} miles South
of Caudan at 2040. The nizht was a juiet one.

ATSUIT 8, 1944 - ~ - oo oo

The morninz was spext in patrol activity. A few eremy were sighted
ard fired upon. At 1400, the Battalion was ordered to seize the high ground
Bast of the Scorff Rlver, two and one-half mlles frcm Caudan. "B" Company,
end A/53 vere sent on this missiom. ,

1st Lt. iarston, leeding his platoon, which was the point platoon of
tais force, crasned *hrouzh a hedgerow end fourd himself facireg four (4) 128um
gms. He immediately ooﬂned fire with his 75 on the nearest gun, destroying it,

.
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. Tne Rattelicn received some scetterad
t 120, "I" Company of the E , 71
meves Ze3t arnd zattacies Yhie =rnin

- - oA A T, < = 2= ~ v e H =
PSS 2l vaulull . Tiis =zres .7 reltiralize

LEIT0D, A Bedtallicrn recelives’ iroire e owoys oo oo Urevec ard dhe

P oy IS PRGOS - - -

~

icn Lrtillery caime under the contrcl of Combat Comzard "32". Tre Sattalicn
novel cat at 1840, juzt after receivinz a quantity of time fire, The 3attalion
arrived et Veunnes at 210C, and fourd that the 37ih hac¢ been attached tc Feserve
Cerzard waile Combat CommAand "A" nmoved with the 25th Tank 3attslion to seize:
hartes.

ATGUST 10, 1944

. A/37 plus a platoon of 53rd Infantry moved out at 13CO with the
missien of clearing the area bounded by tne Font - Scorff - hennebont Road
ar the 2levet Fiver. This area was scoured, but ro eriery were erpcountered
or seer. : . ' . . ' ) . Y

ATSTST 11, 1544 . .

‘wis day war svent in mainterence cf venicles and perscnal equipment.
S27:r-1 ~1tenpts were nade by the 2attelion Ccmmander tc secure engines and i
tracks for some limpirng tanks, but his efforts were to mo avail. - T n

f
f

s

AUSGUST 12, 1téd o , ‘ S e
, T .
o ©* A task force under the'command-cf }ajor Bautz, and corsistirng of C/37
‘movec down to Ploemerel with the mission, o.ACestroylnr enemy forces protecting
trne ercane routes from the Quimpercn Penrinsula. CThis fdrﬂp'f::L'.vere.‘ene13
i at Flouharrel and at Zrdevan, with tne recult of 107 srisorers ES A4 65 enémy
dead.

- - | * ATGUST 13, 1544

A quiet day, spert ir mainteﬁance;i

AUGUST 14, 1944

" The Batta11on mov°d out as the =2dvance guard of tre Qeservn Command
=:1¢ "assed +nrourh Cousqulec at 1115, St. Sraves at 1234, St. ertin at 1255,
tmnﬂc at 1340, Gripry at 1405, Messac at 141C, Teillay at 1545, Zeudam at

€55, rouance at 1715, Vergonnes at 1730. The bivouac area was Z miles East of
: Vergonnes., -7 - |

e

&
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Legenwhile, the remainder ol
¢ bivouas srea onz 2né cne-hali miles

AUSUST

The nattalior left the bivouac ares at 1215 ané passed through la
Chappel Huon at 1240, Pont du Brove at 1305, Troo at 1330, St. Juentin 1337,
Laveréin 135C, Sasnieres 1405, Ambloy 1415 ané arrived in 8 bivouac area six
(€ ) miles Southwest of Vendome at 1430.

AUSUST 17, 1944

This day wes spent in maintenance. 3Several engines and tracks were
recejved. '

The Battalior was attached to Ccmbat Comzand "B" and woved at 120C Tor
- of La Loupe. The Battalion passed throurh Epuisay a* 1325, Ls Temnle
5, l'ondoublean =t 1425, Lﬂlleray 1515, Llontmirail 152C, Ceton 1€2C, MNozent
trou 165C and Le Loure at 1740. Went irnto bivouac four (4} kilcmeters ZTast
of La Loupe. No ercxy forces enccuntered cr revdorted.

U"d"’ 15, 1944 - LA LCUPE

This day was spent in maintenarce. Several unsuccessful attempts were
made by the Battalion Commender to have tracks and engines brcught up.

UGUST 20, 1944

The 3attalior was alerted lor movement tc ol< area in vicinity of
Ambloy. The heaé of the column was ready to move out when Combat Commend "35"
crieres it 1o wove tc the vicinity of Dimaz, enpreximatelr thirty-five (zs?
vilometers liortheast of Vendome. This merch was accomplished w1thout incident
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excett for ite [milure cf several ianrs ~us ic the bres’:»_ e of worn trachs
s tne lsst resos of dryins engines.
“ {r arrival in 3ireg, tne Zeitalicr Commander rezerted to the Commernding
rrersl cwoos sommars "V, snd inlcrues nit of our wel uue:arce situaticn.
- irereupon, taic Zatt- lion was relievel of assiznment to Combat Command "P" and .
- attacnesd 1c tne feserve loummnd. ar eflcrt was mede te 5. tae troops this
eveninry, but after traovelirs throuzs Iriving rein tc the Finance (ffice, scme
feryg (4C; Yiloresers disiant, tne 4;ent (fficers were tols *he® the Finance
nercsornel coul )

R |
’ |
s S
¢ rnet vory in the blackout. - - e - S SR |
: : - . |
\
|
|

CC™A" arrived and want intc assembly area ir vizinity of Binas.

Ccmbat Commend Jeserve is under direc+t con*irel of ¥IT Clcrns, with the missior
of protecting Third Aray rizat flank froc (rlears to Tours, inclusive. .Cre

¢orbat team of 35th Inlantry D;v‘éion, sunotorted by one ﬁaftaliop of 155 :
Zowitzers (both attached to CCE) held Crleans, while the 25%h cevalry ~
zeconnaissance Squadren (-) and tne 53ré Armoreé Infantry Battelior patrolled

the Loire to Tours.

!

Tracks and engzines in sufficient quantity to greatly facilitate the
operations of this unit were received and speedily irstalled.

The troops were paid this date.

AUGUST 22 - 24, 1944

This periocd was devoted to meirntenance of vehicles and personnel.

: P . AUSUST 25, 1944 N

s part of the Deserve’ Cowﬂahd zeved at 03700 in dlrec,‘on
uzouer La liarche 0726, EZdgeville ot 1547, Sens at 1725,
(1) mile South of Pour (mear Villereuve L'Archeuegue)

; This Bettali
. of Sens. rassed throu
K and arrived in bivcuac
at 15C0.

onoa
uch O
ne

i

. . © AU3UST 26, 1944

This day was spert in maintenance anc preparation for'a pbssible move
to CCA to whor we hoped to be attached,

S




3attalior Diary, Bj 37tn Tank zatt

relt bivouac erese u villezneu L'Arcneuejue, ard moved across
the Teine Tliver tc an escexlbly : Vilometerz sortn of Trove= and
ore (1} Yilometer South of Feurer, arrivins there at 1235, Cur ;
relievec the 285tr Tenv Battaslicrn, which was attachee tc FPeserve
Several meetinegs were hel¢ during the day and the orders for the next day were
issvec. Tae XII Corps missicr was to ssize uhe.lon -Sur liprne and Vitry Le
*rancois. The 80th Division was to move on CCA's left with Chalons as its
odbjective while ClA was to

CZ4 wes solit in twe nns - 53rd (-C/33) pluz B/27 under zommand
of Colonel Jacques was tc meve in on 7itry from the Test while the 37th (-B)
plus C/52 and C/1C and 66th Field Artillery crossed the limrne Ziver and cut
tne zeizn roads (}3€2, 3Cl%, E38S) to the fast of Vitry.

AUSTTT 2 1944

Tre 37th colunn moved out at 0700, ané passed through Charmont Sous
Barbuise at 0812, Grandville at CE33, Ramerupt 0903, Aubigry at 0511, Vinets
t 0915, Dosnon at 0947, Trouen Le Greand at 0SS5, Pcivres at 1045 without
meeting opposition. ' :

At 1105, C. C. CCA ordered the 37th column to cross the karne, seize
the high ground between Mairy Sur H&*ra and Khrson, and be prepared to move on
Chalons. :

The Battalion reached the river et Yeiry Sur larne et 1210, ard found
the bridges across tne river and cenel blown by the enemy.

D/37 and C/10 forded the river and gained contact with the ememy at
St. Germair LaVille. This eneay force (6 truck loads of infantry)was destroyed
by the Light Tank Company and the towz outposted by the Infertry Company.

leanwhile the remainder of the column went into position on the uest
side of the river, awaitine the completion of & bridrce ecrcsz the canel. "A"
Compery moved 1000 yards Ncrth of ,alrj to outrost the tovn in that direction.
Several _enemy venicles were taven uncer fire and destroyed by this company and
five (5) enemy soldiers killed. ZapftainDvight, $=3 iir; shot up-an-enemy — - - - -
truck on the outskirts of Mairy ané wounded the one survivor with a gquick "spap
shot" from his (captured) P-38.

‘ . "D" Company moved on through the town of Marson, where the Reconnsissance
Platocn met heavy emall arms fire. The rest of the column forded the Marne and
crossed the newly constructed bridge over the Xarme Au Rhin Canal.

« 10 =
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Bzttalion Diery, Zeacguarters 37th Tank Settalion (Continued)

ine enmemy was successfully routed without less to our forces. liarsop proved to

PR 2,— Vmas fAarum ey e
z P A SR S ]

S e A

Heon
~

Comoany ru:hei intc
the

. _onehue, conmending ine leed'blatoon of
Tarsor. tc r=scue the Leconraissance Flatcon an? received a head wound a
result ol ar explodinrg eremy crenade,

mn

"D" company end the Feconnaissance Platoon withdrew from the towr ané
~acec arounc it to come in from the rear. They were held up on the other side i
of tne to#n while one battery of tne €2Stn flired on the town. ¢

Tre head of the cclumr, Zeconneissance and "D" Company leadinz, moved
out tc Chalons, leaving Larson. for "C" Comdeny to attack. Thris was 4dcre, and e

ve an evexy C=.
, . The Sattaliorn moved into an assembly area West of L'Zpirne at 2050. The .
artillery bezar to shell the routes leading East from Chalons. "D" Company oroe-

ceeded to cut tae secondary rout e betweer. Longevas and Chalons, while "A" ard
"C" Company cut the main routes V3 and X77. Cver two (2) dozen enemy vehicles

~tryingz tc escape from Chalons were destroyed by "A" Com“any. Prisoners takem B

amounted to th lrty-51x,(36), enemy deac unknown.

- AUGUST 22, 1944

_ A" Company 37th plus C/53 under the Battalion Commander moved out at
}040 along route K3 into uhalons, no resistance was met. ‘

At the same tire C/37 and £/10 crossed to route N3 and moved West along
tnls route into the city. ZSlight resistance was met by this force which was
commarded by xajor Bautz. lNirne (@) enemy scldiers were killed and three (3)
150mm £uns destroyed.

‘The 80th Division, which was deployed on the Tiest side of the Marme,
hai sent a force of ore Infantrj sattalion, one Tank Company, ané one Tank
Destroyer comzany across the river with tre intention of Massaultirg” Chalons
from the South. The situation was explained to the CO of this force by Ceptain
Pa,u, 3=ttalion U-Z and before they.coulé compléte this pler, the city wes in
our’ hands. ' '

The Tecornaissance Flatoon reanwhile, had discovered over 30,000
cens of Germar gasoline Northeast of uhalons. Although of inferior grade, this
fuel ‘later. proved to be of use.’ '

At 1400 on the 29th, a.task force consisting of "D™ Company, and the
Assault Gun Flatocn, were ordered to patrol the route L'Epine, St. Julien,
Sommevesle to N394, 332 to Viiry Le rrencois and return. This force was later
ordered to remain with Jacques' colurn on arrival at V1try. Report of this
force is =s follows: : ' o

"Area between I.P. (L'Zpine) and Somme Vesle lightly screeﬁed'by
Cbject to CR 80443C. Xo enemy encoun*ered bstween CR 804430 and 7P 8743€7.
Do e trael g°=+wrvoa at 845407. Truck 'was mcving 1MW, &t CR 874387 enemy

- 11
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- A~y -
473UST 28, 1044 (TOVTINIED,

Cesiww O cne 11, car and Jiurieen (14, trucks mel eni fellreyel cargs,
imitior ené fuel, Ccluon was meving [Ty on k394, Fossesse occupied by
¢r.emy -ersornel., Ferscrnel ¥ille¢ or caztured. P rptd C0C enemy in aree
0i vic Fossesse rest o L322 (Unconiirmed;. Xeac clear to Chagny 755240
wrere twe (2, ezmexmy ercore. cars were met by'lst Lt. Xlingbeil ard destroyed
vy him, also.ome (1) motorcycle and rider destroyed. OCme (1) tank reparted
ir vicinity (Czconfirmz¢ ). Yo otner enemy seen. First contact with friendly
-

trooos at 71521C now assexbled in vicinity of €82229, no vehicle or personrnel
casuolties. Joing Jecgues by verbal orders. Signed CC/D 2218!

L

At 203G, 2% August, the Battalion received orders to be ready to mwove
frow L'Zpine through Vitry to the vicinity of 3t. Dizier. CCA will precede us
with C/35, 94, Div Arty Xg, 348¢, 191 and c/24.

AUGUST 30, 1944

The Battalion moved out at 0852 and passeé thrcugn Pogny at 0920.
At 0530 the head of Jacques cclumn received small arms fire and artillery in
vicipity of St. Dizier. "B" and "D" Company of the 37th were heading this
column. M"D" Compeny destroyed three (3) 75mm guns, and after pushing around
St. Dizier overran an airfield and destroyed three (3) enemy planes on the
ground.

Eeanwhilé, the 37th column passed uncontested through Vauclerc at
1115, lontainebleau at 1150, and arrived at St. Bulien at 1240. "D" Company
rejoined the Battalion at this point. '

At 1545, "C" Company plus one Platocn of C/10 wemt thrcugh a TCDT
orgenization camp South of St. Zulier. This camp had beer vacated by the
Germans e few hours before. Large stores of electrical equipment were found.

At 2200, orders were received thet CCA was to move to secure a crossing
over the Meuse iver at Commercy in three (3) tasx forces. ABE Column, consisting
of 37 (-3), 66, Div Arty, CCA, C/10, Engr Co, 1°1, C/55, C/704. Route to be
taken was St. Dizier, Ztainviile, Ligny Lr 3arrois, Aubin Sur Aire, Commercy.

confirmed): Trree (I) 150mm howitzers, one (1) PzRw4, sixteen (16) miscellareous

' vehicles, four (4) 75mn AT guns, ome (1) 2C 217, two (2) LE 110 on groumd,

one hundred twelve (112) dead, seventeen (17) FW.

Cur own losses for this period were two (2) K1A, two (2) WIA, ome (1)
tanl: destroyed by enemy AT guns.

- 12 -

g

" Eneny losses‘féfrpéfibd‘ZS’-VSC Au-ust “were the following (all- .. . - .



http:Ccr.npe.ny

L

- - -
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2R RN

AUGUET 21, 10942

Zompany lert ths biv cuac ares irn tne
vicinity of It. Zulien at 0732 and passed through StainTille a+ 0£35, D/25
whizsh was aheec ol our coclurn revorted an enemy columr in Ll:ny En Barrcis.
The 37th pushed on, and e Dplatoon of "D" Company charzed across the bridre
there, disregarcing tne fact it was cined, and secured it before the eneéy
could begin demolition. This eremy column retreated hurriedly and we lost
centact. ’

Teccnneissance rla*oon enc IV

U

a

PICRP I

LV

et

The column pushed forward racidly. C/37 and C/53 under cozmand of
e jor Hurier mcved Worth from St. Aubirn to clear the route for Jacques columr.
This was done. ,

A 8 e A R

The remainder of the column reached Commercy at 1125, "U" Company

-

agein seizing the bridze (across the lieuse) in spite of the fact that four (4)
808mr guns were facing ther. The dersonnel monning these guns were killed or
zgzitered by .30 celiber fire.

A" Compery moved to protect the Northern entrances to the town, and
in ceingz sc ran into an eremy garrison. Two pletoons of "A" Comnany umder
command of 1st Lt. Turner, entered this garrisoz and caught the German occupants
by surprise. Gerwan soldiers were eating in ome courtyard while their officers =
were at the mess tables inside the buildings. A full troop train was waiting
at ® siding waiting to pull.out when a platoon of "A" Comdany fired it with

~.3C celiber end 75im shells. The Xommandawt was reporte€ to have fled with

face fully lathered and razor in hand. Cver one hundred (100) prisoners were
teken, the dead were unnumbered. Two (2) 8Smm guns, three (3) locomotives, and
seven (7) trucks were destroyed. A lerze quactity of good guality gasoline was
captured by tzis force.

Meanwhile "D" Company and the Assault Gum Platoon seized the high
grounc six (€ xilometers East of Commercy and proceeded tc bring fire on enemy
columns fleeing up the walle; in the directior ol Pont 2 Lcusson. Three (3)
enery trucks were destroyed (confirned). "C" Compeny, after meetinz up with
Jecques' coluxn at Zrnecourt, crossed the river in the vicirity of Lerouville
arc joinec the battaliorn at 180C0. The rest ol the night was guiet.

SEPTTY2IR 1, 1944

At 0815, two (2, enemy tanks emerged fron the woods South of Apremont
ard viere enzaged by fire frow our position. Cne was destroyed, the other fled.
At 1045, the enemy began to shell our position. This shelling continued to 1630
and 364 live rounds of high explosive landed in the Battalion Area. At 1300,
during the heighth of this shelling, a force of twerty-rine (235) enemy planes
(identified as FW 130 and JUSS) passed over oun area and attacked installations
in our rear. Upon their return they attacked our area with bombs and rockets,
ard by streling. These planes were driven olf by a steady volume of .50 calibder
ar: small arms fire, threz (3, were shot down over our area.' Total casualties
to rur force as a result of *his chelling, bombiang and strafing were ome (1) dead
and fourteen (14) wounded, of which latter five (3) were evacuated.

-13 -
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APO 254, US Army

15 October, 1944

SUBJECT: Battalion Diary.

TO ": The Adjutant General, Lth Armd Div, APO 254, US Army.
SEPTEMBER 2 - SEPTEMBER 9, 10LL

The Battalion took advantage of the lull and employed
it for a period of general maintenance. Morale was greatly 1m-
proved by a hot shower provided by a QM unit some miles West of
Commercy. The first of four weekly bottles of cognac or wine
for each man in the Battalion and Speciel Service movies for
three nights in the o0ld Fort de Gironville were also a source
of enjoyment. Only one man fell into the moat around the Fort
in the dark, but he escaped with minor abrasions and contusions,
Not being in reserve the Battalion was on the alert to move each
day. Some little trouble was experienced at first from intruding
civilians., Two of them were turned into the CIC on .suspieion.

SEPTEMBER 10, 19LA

Colonel Clarke and Major Heid of Combat Command *A®
presented awards to officers and enlisted men of the Battallon,
and in a short speech brought out the "new type of warfare" as
fought by the 37th, This consisted in hitting the enemy hard and
the application of continual pressure on him, never letting him
rest or reorganize. Our achievements lay not in the discovery of
this new theory but in its total espplication, its mesterful
execution and the devastating results gained by 1it.

The formation included all officers and enlisted mem of
the first three grades drawn up on two sides of a square with
the third side the recipients of the award, and the fourth, the
band in its first appearance in France, Silver Stars were awarded
to Captain McMehon, Lt. Donahue, Lt, Smith, and Staff Sergeant
Vaughn, Bronze Star Medals went to Major Hunter, Masjor Bautz,
Captain Dwight, Captain Wysocky, Captain Heys, Lt. Turnmer, Lt.
Leach, CWO Peterson and 1lst Sergeant Guffey., Purple Hearis were:
given to about fifteen (15) men, Captain Scotti of Combat Command
"A" was called from the ranks to receive the Bronze Star Medal for
his work at Hennebont, ‘

After the presentation, the officers retired to the Fort
de Gironville where the wine and cognac freely flowed.

-l-
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EMBER 11, 19L4LL
At 1630, the Battalion was given orders to move at 1900,

The general situation was that the 7th Armored Division had crossed |

the Moselle River 1in the vicinity of Metz, and the 80th Infantry
Division at Dieulouard. For the operations of the task force a
Battalion of the 318th Infantry of the 80th Infantry Division

had been attached to Combat Command "A"™, The 24th Engineers were
to construct a bridge over the canal at darkness, The river
itself was to be forded, The fording point was reported eas having
a firm bottom,but to insure a steady crossing all smsll wheeled
vehicles were to be towed across,

At the moment the orders were being given the artillery
was moving into position. The general order of the attack was to
put the Battalion of the 318th Infantry across, then to attack
through it with the 53rd and 37th. The attack of the 37th with
ettached units was to be delivered at 0500 the next day, 12 Sep-
tember., The objectives were to seize a new bridgehead over the
Moselle at Pagny-sur-Moselle, assemble in the vicinity of Sillegny,
securing the high ground with the 53rd, and then to move South to
cut off Chateau Salins (Ql101250). '

The Battalion moved out at 1910 from the Fort de Giron-
ville, passed through Rambucourt at 1943, Beaumont at 1950, Flirey
at 2013, Limey at 2026, and at 2130 reached the assembly area
before the crossing, one mile North of Vieville-en-Haye, four miles
Southwest of Pagny-sur-Moselle,

At 2215, a few minor changes in orders were prommlgated
concerning chiefly the dispositions of friendly divisions. The
objective, Chateau Salins, remalned unchanged.

SEPTEMBER 12, 19L4

At 0400, the Liaison Officer, Captain Dwight, brought
a twenty-four (24) hour holdup in plans because of difficulty
with the bridge, the difficulty being that the necessary equip-
ment was not there, and also the Engineers showed a reluctance
to operate under sporadic small arms fire., Beyond the canal, the
ford over the river remained untested.

At 1,00, it was still undecided whether the Battalion
was to use the 80th Division's bridge at Dieulouard or to make its
own, The composition of troops at this point was the 37th (- "C"
Company attached to the 53rd Infantry) B/53, 66, one platoon/2h,
one battery/191. .

word was received at 1630 that it was to be the 80th
Division's bridge at Dieuloueard. The movement was scheduled to
begin at 0400 the morning of the 13th,

-2 -
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Battalion viary, ng 37th Tank Battalion, 15 October, 194LL (Cont'd)

SEPTEMBER 12, 19LL (CONT'D)

The order of march: Reconnaissance, "D" Company with
assault guns, Battalion Staff tenks, B/37, Battery/66, B/53, Platoon
¢/2L, 66-, Battery/191 service/37, Hq Co/37, Battalion Maintenance.
‘the objective was now, not Chateau Salins but Arracourt, which lay
to the uouthwest,(QllSth). after crossing, “D" COmpany and the
assault guns were to provide flank protection for the main eolumn by
taking a parallel route to the South and West, The route after
crossing for the main column was Ste, Genevieve, Benicourt, Manon-
court, Lemoncourt, Chateau Salins, Moyenvic, Arracourt. The second
column of *D" Company with assault guns was to split off at Manon-
court and proceed through Ajoncourt, Pettoncourt, Chambrey, Salonnes,
Vic~sur-Seille, to Arracourt.

SEPTEMBER 13, 194LL

At OLOO, the task force moved out with blackout lights;
There was a halt at 0530 in an assembly area just West of the eross-
ing where by first light the force was regassed, :

-:‘\:.’

Captain Trover, Commanding ®"D" Troop of the 25th Cavalry
was first to arrive at the crossing where he was held up by the 80th

Division, Captain Hays went forward to investigate, then Colonol““‘ﬁ‘

Abrems, and finally Colonel Clarke, Combat Command "A"™ Commander,*
arrived The 80th Division first rerused to allow Combat Commana
*A" to cross but Major Generel rddy, the Corps Commander, arrived
and asked Colonel Clarke what he wanted to do. The answer was "We-
can't do much fighting on this side of the river" amnd permission to
cross was granted,

At 0620, the bridgehead was under a heavy German counter-
attack, Captain Trover's troop was sent across first, shooting.
Germans off the third bridge. (There were three bridges, the last
of which had a ford beside it). By 0800, D/25 was in Ste. Genevieve
where it received fire from the South, West eand East, At 0820, he
sent word that he was goling to back out of town and not to come
directly through Ste, Genevieve, The 80th Division artillery gave

supporting fire throughout the crossing. At 0900, the Corps Commander
was at the bridge with General Wood. At 0913, Colonel Abrams directed

"D" Company to move out across the bridge with the admonition to the
Asssult Platoon, "dust off the ehot" .

The Battalion crossed under the fire of hostile artillery
without casualties, ‘The valley of the Moselle at Dieulouard is very

flat and rises abruptly to bezaumont and Ste, Genevieve, The column .

of vehicles sped across this plein to the slopes and crawled up’

through Bezaumont, past several destroyed German self-propelled anti- )

tank guns and a rew burning pyres. of the 80th bivision's 702 Tank
Battelion,

i
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Battalion Diary, Hq 37th Tenk Battalion, 15 October, 1944 (Cont'd)

SEPTEMBER 13, 194LL (CONT'D)

South of Ste. uenevieve between the latter town and
hezaumont the battalion went into assembly. The assault guns
immediately went into position and pegan smoking suspected enemy
artillery positions in suspicious woods, ©"D" Company secured the
left flank of the assembly area aided shortly by a company of tank
destroyers,

At 1129, Combat Command ™A™ reported that it was being
held up by fire at the third bridge.

na" gnd "B* Companies with "B" Compeny of the 53rd Infentry
were sent through Ste. Genevieve and assembled East .of it, all under
enemy artillery fire. Meanwhile in the assembly area between Ste,
Genevieve and Bezaumont shells began to fall at 1200 on the elements
of the task force which had not yet advanced through Ste., Genevieve,

Combat Command ™A™ at 1205, sent & message exhorting every- -
one at the ‘crossing to keep moving, keep moving. . .

when all the task force's units had reached the assembly. -~
area beyond Ste. Genevieve, the tanks swept down from the heights
in formation to the vicinity of Benicourt where there was a final
regrouping and pause from 1245 to 1400. While halted the allied .

air force pounded fleeing enmemy on the roads leading North and Edst
of Eply. .

_The columms split as planned, and "D" Company and the . .
assault guns went South and West on a parallel route, "A" Company

met resistance soon after the new start but sent back reassuring
reports, "am taking care of them" and "all present (enemy) accounted
for." At 1452, '"B" Company was sent to aid "D" Company on the South-.
west route where a column of half-tracks and tanks were destroyed.
lnereasingly impossible terrain later caused "D" Company to turn =
for the main route, making for it through Ajoncourt. At 1830, they
were in column with Service Company. At 1727, a ¥rench report that
Chateau Salins was strongly held by the enemy was received. At 1900,
the task force moved into an assembly area two (2) miles West of
Chateau Salins. ‘'here was sporadic shelling of the area, Rain set .
in, sznemy casualties: Six (6) motoroycles, twenty-five (25) vehicles,
four (4) SP guns, one (1) 88mm, one hundred two (102) Prisoners of War,
one hundred seventy-five (175) killed.

SEPTEMBER 1L, 19LL

After the rain of the preceding night a dense fdg reduced
visibility to zero in the morning. Orders were issued at 0900, with
the move plenned when the fog lessened to permit adequate visibility.

®
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Battalion viary, ng 37th ‘ank Bn, 15 October, lSkh;iCont'dl

i
SEPTEMBER 1, 194L (CONT'D) o :-§

The objective now had been moved beyond Arracourt to the marne-rxhine _
vanal and tnen to Moncourt. The route: Chambrey, Salonnes, South .i
to the main roed, East to Vic-sur-Seille, South to Arracourt, Valhey, !
Einville, At Arracourt, "B" Company was to swing East and South to

Bauzemont on the Marne~Rhine Canal, ’

Order of March: Reconnaissance, A/37i Staff/37, B/37

c/94, B/53, Plat/2L, C/37, k-, CC"A™, Div Artillery, 1912, Treins,

. Morter Platoon, Hq Co/37.

The fog became lighter at 1100 and therefore 1145 was set
as the time for moving out. Almost immediately at 1156, “A" Company
slilenced en AT gun in its path, but, on the whole, opposition between
the IP and Arracourt was 1ight. At Arracourt, however, the force
encountered a heavy concentration of German personnel and vehicles
of such a nature as to suggest a rear echelon of some high hoadquarters.
A" Company, the leading medium compeny of the task force, with the
Reconnaissance Platoon did a most effective job of destruction An .
Arracourt teking a large toll of German dead, destroying moter’ trans-if{f
port, and some horse drawn artillery, *B" Company was sent : : i
the left flank to cut off the enemy fleeing the town, ﬁ’

The force continued down the road rith A" Companygsts‘f ‘
in the lead. Valhey proved to be another enemy strong poinmt.: ALy
observation had reported an 88mm gun on the approaches to the town. =
80 that the Reconnalssance Platoon was not sent in ahead of ”’u.,..{; \,,; %
column, "A"™ Company was directed to attack, Some of its tanka e
veered to go around the town and Captain Spencer went in., . An’ 88mn m
AT gun was encountered at point blank range and here it was that ;.}"“
Sergeant Sadowski sacrificed his life in an attempt to evaenatoihie

bow gunner. His tank had been hit and knocked out by this gun and.
finding that his bow gunner was missing Sergeant Sadowskl returned
under fire to the tank and was cut down by a machine gun.

"B" Company hed proceeded to Bauzemont to secure a crossing
over the Marne~Rhine Canal, only to find that the bridge was blown.
However, about one hundred (100) personnel and thirteen (13) trucks
were met and deealt with, In the meantime, the right column was
heavily engaged at Valhey., Colonel clarke radioed Colonel Abrams
at 1600 to the effect that he wanted to get him to the East in .
the vieinity of Moncourt, with him leading, but that if Colonel y
Abrams desired to clean out opposition and to secure crossings, he“i:'r
was willing for him to do so., "B" Company, therefore, was ordered'
to investigate a crossing about a mile mast of Bauzemont and found
that one blown also., Meanwhile, “A" Company and the infantry com-
pany had ¢leaned out Valhey, ané the Battalion closed into bivouae

"one (1) mile East of Moncourt (Q2013).

Enemy casualties: Twenty-six (26) armored vehicles, one
hundred thirty-five (135) unarmored vehicles, ten (10) 88mm guns,

two hundred thirty {230) killed, one hundred erghty-seven (187)
Prisoners of war.
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SEPTEMBER 15, 19LL

wcr Company was sent on & mission to cut the roasd from
Nancy at Xures, South of Moncourt on the merne-ikhine Canal, This
day "C® Company sccounted for all the casualties dealt the enemy
by the pattallon.

At 1530, the Battalionm moved to the vicinity of Arracourt ; .
(Q1351L45) leaving A/37 at Moncourt with C/24. Colonel Abrams returned ¢
from Combat Command "A®" to the new bivouac with orders for the next
day's attack., This was to be delivered South to Maixe and the Marne- -
Rhine Canal contacting Combat Command *B" and assisting it so that a
erossing could be constructed over the canal, Two columns were to
attack South while Combat Command "B" would attack to the North on &
parallel route. :

Enemy casualties: Thirty-eight (38) killed, five (5)
Prisoners of War, five (5) vehicles. .

SEPTEMBER 16, 194k . VR
. .. N ""‘*, ‘.“ -_l . . . ~ '_' :: .’:f}.?‘\\‘:‘v'. l:‘

pense fog caused the commencement of -operations to be. 3
delayed from 0400 to 0530. Battalion frains and Maintenancs .ere
were left at Arracourt. . The attacking force was:37th mimus "BY
pany, "A" and "B* Companies-of the 53rd Infantry{B/37 was with.
53rd Infentry). The mission was to atteck Athleaville, assemble,’
and then proceed in & two pronged attack, the left columm to take the
Valhey - Einville road, the right to drive ‘through Serres eand Maixe,: . .-
No serious opposition was enoountered, Drouville was also chesked . ..
with C/37 end A/53, During this action fire was received from =Y
Courbesseaux, "C" Company attacked and knoeked out seven {7) AT gans "
and about two hundred (200) Infantry. Some AT fire was received Trom- -
the West flank, but since this was beyond the 'mo Tire line it was mot -
attacked, » o T

After the attack the force assembled in the viocinity of
Lezey (Q182182), and were joined by the rest of the Battalion which
had remained at Arracourt, The position at lezey was 2 salient
beyond a salient. The division's salient extended beyond Namey, and
Lezey was beyond the division salient. Roed blooks, consisting of
an infantry platoon and a section of tanks, were set up on the roads
leading to the East, West, and South of Lezey. The assaull guns
wer; r;g%stered on road junetioms 213163 and 167184, and the mortars
at 200187. ’ B ' ST

SEPTEMBER 17, 19LL

A heavy rain fell during the night and early morning hoursa.
puring the night a few Germans stumbled into the bivouac area and
were cut down at the perimeter. They were remnants of troops retreat-
ing sast or going on missions "behind* the German lines. ‘

- b6 - '. . .
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town, but these were not attaokod at night.

Battalion viary, hq 37th Tank Bn, 15 october, 1944 (Cont'd) ‘ |
‘ ' |
SEPTEMBER 17, 194L (CONT'D) :

The road blocks were also effective, knocking out several
vehicles that came down the roads through Lezey. k!

' " Enemy casualties: Seven (7) vehicles, thirty (30) 3
Prisoners of War, three (3) dead.

SEPTEMBER 18, 19LL

:
In the Battalion area a quiet day passed., There was mo {
enemy activity. A task force, led by Major munter and composed of F
A/37, Battery/9k, 8/53, went to Luneville to aid CC"R" before the ‘
6th Armored Division arrived, ¥B" Company was still attached to
the 53rd Infantry and the balance of the Battalion was in the area, ?
Four (4) Prisoners of war were brought in during the day. South i
of the canal in the Parroy rorest G-2 reports indicated that there
were many enenmy. o

In Iuneville, Major Hunter's task rorce was diaposod aith
the infentry in the town, the artillery inm position, and A/3%in .
mobile reserve., German PzKw'tanks held the Northvost cOTReE

In the Battalion ‘area at Lezey, a11 was quiet 0 iy
when Lt, Berard's "C" Company outpost at "G" {letters refer )
attached map, which covers the period 18 «:25:Beptember.%Bat}s ;ﬂon.
OP is at 'A" reported a column moving along the road West ;
Lezey and the outpost and then ‘turming into bivoume at"B".HQEt
Berard with a few men went down on foot and in the dark felt the
tank tracks leading off the road, At the Battalion CP, with‘captain
Cook of the 94th Field Artillery Battalion in attendance to-direct
the artillery, plans were laid to fire on the enemy. The asssult
guns were laid on the crossroads @at "H" on the map), and they were
to open fire if called upon., Lt. Harris with & section from the
Heconnaissance Platoon went out to try and get information about

the enemy who was located at "B",

Enemy casualties: TFour (4) Prisoners of War,

SkPTEMBER 19, 1944

At 0130, the enemy was fired on by artillery in a five
minute concentration causing him to move out of his bivouae., Asthe
enemy column retreated, the Assault Gun Platoon, registered on the
road junction North of Ley, opened up on it as he passed through this
road Jjunction., Damage was not assessed,

-7 -
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In the morning, reports of enemy activity started to come
in early. A Prisoner of Wer (Motorcyclist) reported twenty-one (21)
PzKw V's and VI's on the road from lLey to Lezey. The enemy was
strong in the vicinity of Ley and Moncourt, and he launched attacks
from these points toward us in the morning.

rirst contact was by the Light Tank Platoon of Staff
Sergeant Mallon on outpost at Moncourt. Here Sergeant Msllon was
astride the roads leading Northeast, Southwest, and Southeast, He
destroyed a half-track and a truck and began to receive intermittent
small arms fire. When five (5) PzKw V's appeared, Sergeant Mallon
began & delaying action, falling back'across country to Bezange and
then up the road to Lezey and the Battalion CP.

The weather was foggy and visibility poor in the morning.
The enemy advancing through the fog from Bezange to Lezey had the
misfortune of encountering a prepared American outpost, for the
telephone outpost of Lt. Smith's "C" Company outpost made up dy
wire what it lacked in visidility. Warned by this telephone vut-
post, Lt. Smith's section of his platoon got two enemy tankn‘at the
first crack when they loomed into view, o

Another "C" Company outpost East of Lezey, had a brler tire

fight with the enemy who did not press for -the moment at thie spot.
. "‘&

It 18 to be noted that "C" Company at this time was the
only medium company at the disposition of the Battalion Commander,
Captain Lamison had to assume a roving mission with one platoon.
~Lt, Smith's outpost was reinforced to platoon strength, and the other
platoon was to the East of lezey as mentioned above, With this roving
platoon Ceptain Lemison inflicted, in a series of moves from Ley to
lezey, Lezey to Bezange, Ley to Moncourt working back and forth
where the enemy appeared tremendous demage to the enemy, securing
the whole Southern and Eastern front of the Battalion. His aggressive
action saved the day until other elements of the Battalion arrived,
"C" Company got twelve (12) enemy tanks during this period,

Further to the South of Lt. Smith's outpost, early contact
with the enemy was also made by Captain Dwight who was making a
routine liaison run from Combat Command "A" to the Battalion via
Bezange. Before reeching bezenge, he heard the firing of Lt. Smith's
outpost, He asked if it was alright to come in. The answer was no
and he returned to Combat Command "A"™ where he was given a platoon
of four (4L) Tank Destroyers which Combat Command "A" offered the
sattalion and which he led back toward the firing. The enemy was
met on the road and almost immediately one of the Tank Destroyers
was lost. Going into position at "J", Captain Lwight assumed the

- 8 -
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SEPTEMBER 19, 194LL (CONT'D) ‘ ;

role of an observer (unarmored) with his peep radio, the only contact ¢

with the Battelion. 1n a hested exchange these Tank Destroyers were ! -

reduced from three (3) to one (1), but the toll of the enemy was ¢

gretifying, nine (9) tenks (not counted in the total of twenty-nine g

{(29) for the day's score for the Battalionm). \ i

f

Meanwhile, during the morning in Luneville, Mz jor Hunter's ;

force heard of the attack upon the psattalion via an intercepted radio :

message in the S-1 track., At once release was requested from CC"R"

and ueneral Eddy, The XII Corps Commander, who was present granted

the request. 1he release came at approximetely 1100, Leaving B/53

at Luneville, the force now returned with all possible speed, mind-

tul of the u., O.'s radioed words to Major Hunter to "Dust off the

sights, wipe off the shot and breeze right on through.”

The force, composed of A/37 and the Battery of Artillery,
raced into arracourt. The artillery left at this point and went
into position. "A" Compeny joined "B" Company, which had been
released from the 53rd Infantry, in repulsing an attack on Combat
Command "A" which was in its finishing stages. IR

Now in a position to strike, these two companies I(minus
"A" Company's third platoon left at CC"A" to return the next day)

were brought by Major Hunter at approximately 1400,the area near
Rechicourt, where Captain Dwight's Tank Destroyers and *C" Company's
section had beaten off the enemy armor and infantry, '

captein Dwight was met one (1) mile Northeast of Rechicourt.
The attack was to be delivered upon the enemy, located at Q166133 on
hill 297, from the South and West, so the force skirted Rechilcourt
on the Southwest and assembled-with "A" on the left and "B" on the
right and hit West, "A" Compafiy hit head on, opening up at four
hundred (400) yards. Lt. Turner's platoon swung full left, wheeled
and smashed the enemy on the flank, opening at a range of two hundred
tifty (250) yards., "B" Company to the right came up on the other
flank and finished off the enemy. Total score was eight (8) tanks
and an estimated one hundred (100) infantry. Lt. Turner claimed
five (5) tanks for his own gun. Our losses, three (3) tanks,

, During the day, fire directed by Captain Cook and our own .
mortars and assault guns were of material ald in repulsing the enemy.

At 2350, e move to the North and East was projected. The
plans were to move to the vicinity of Wolfling, beyond Saarguemines
near the German border. The bulk of Combat Command *A" (which in-
cluded most of the division) was to move on the main roads and the

®
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SEPTEMBER 19, 19LL (CONT'D)

37th force on secondary roads on the Southeast flank; the general _
i1dea being to hit from the flank, obstacles to the main column on ?
the left., The column composition and order of march was Reconnaissance

"D" Company, Assault, Staff Tanks, Hq Co, C/37, 94, 10, B/37, Engineerg
Trains, A/37. The move was scheduled for 0830  on CCMA™ order.

knemy casualties: Twenty-nine (29) tanks, two (2) vehicles,i
two hundred (200) killed, three (3) Prisoners of War.

SEPTEMBER 20, 1944

The order to move out did not come., At 0900, 150 - 180
enemy tanks were reported South of the Marne-Rhine banal with twenty i
(20) of them elready across, C(olonel Abrams reviewed the defensive
positions occupied by the 37th and attached units which included
C/70L, the 94th Field Artillery, the 10th Infantry (-B Company), and
sent the unit commanders back to wait on the alert. e :
At 1040, orders were once more to move out and go on‘to
Searguemines, Artillery Battalions and an Infantry Division varo
purported to be on the way to relieve the rorce. X

The IP was crossed at 1155, and some enemy outpbstgfuere
brushed aside at Blanche £glise. At 1225, sixteen (16) enemy tanks
-were reported South of Arracourt, coming up on the rear of the move-
ment, The head of the column was through Dieuze with its silent
stone barracks when at 1235 came the report that the tail of the
Division column was being attacked, The orders were to return
immediately end counterattack. At 1240, Colonel Abrams ordered his
task force back to the original essembly area apd to assume its
original positions. At 1245, Colonel Heid radioced “Things are in
a bad state of flux.” For the 37th however, the orders were clear
and each unit effectively resumed its prior position. Thus.at 1300,
"B" Company was already in position end reporting "two (2) enemy
tenks approaching our immediate front, we are waiting for them,”

Ms jor smurdock, who had been announced as s=3 of Combat
Commend "A" that morning, notified Colonel Abrams that he was to
prepare to counterattack South and West from lezey to the canal
clearing out enemy resistance,

As soon as all elements of the force had been reassembled
and the artillery fires adjusted, the counterattack was launched,
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"4", "B", and "C" Companies and two (2) companies of the 10th 1nfantry
assembled North and rast of Lezey before the attack., Heavy enemy
artillery fire was encountered during the assembly., ‘the plan was to
stey in defilade until the whole force had reached a point north of
Ley, when it would wheel and strike South € Ley. "A" and "B" Com-
panies were to attack Ley head on, one company on each side of the
road, "C" Company was to seize and hold the high ground to the sast
of Ley and protect our left flank,

n"A" and "B" attacked, encountering enemy tenks and knocking
them out. "A" Compeny then went through Ley with the infantry. =C"
Company reported that it was heavily engaged with enemy tenks and
anti-tank guns, "B" Company was sent to help "C" Company, and Colonel
Abrams also went to take, charge., A bitter fight ended with the
destruction of tﬁéiye (ié) enemy tanks and three (3) anti-tank guns,
while we lost tawed®e (32$¢ tanks, meanwhile Major Bautz reorganized
the infantry and "A" Company, and preparations were made to attack
Moncourt.

As "C" Company's situation cleared up, night was falling,
and from the Battalion CP area, the glow of dburning Ley degan 30
light up the sky. R e

Despite the gathering darkmess the;oiﬁgr was ‘stil ,;itté?k;.
The attack against moncourt, executed at night, was a new depariure

“from the "book", which said that tanks could not be successfully em-

ployed in the dark. : T
Preceding the attack, the artillery leid down a preparatory

£4ire on moncourt. The attack on moncourt was delivered from the

west of the Ley-Moncourt road which was the general axis of advance.

in a tight and intermingled formation three (3) tank com-
paenies and two (2) Infaniry companies approached Moncourt, The whole
formation opened fire as one, presenting an awesome sight, and the
storm of incendiary bullets and HE set Moncourt afire as the force
moved in, grinding under the opposition outside the town. All this
was in complete contradiction of the uerman conception (as reported
by intelligence channels) that americans never attack at night and
always stick to the roads., Lt, vonnelly's "A" Company platoon then

went into the town with "A" Compeny of the 1Qth Infantry, The Infantry

used bayonets, grenades, subemachine guns and rifles, slaughtering
the Germans in thelr fox-holes where they were 1mnobilized by fear
and the shock of the assault, ' :

A/37 and A/10 were left to secure the towid, and the remainder
of ine force revurned Lo iwzey und iue paliallou AssembLly areu us iue
glow of burning Moncourt was added to the glare of burning Ley, both
quite visible from the CP,

“
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SEPTEMBER 20, 1944 (CONT'D)

TR TL Y | R

Enemy casualties: Four (L) vehicles, sixteen (16) tanks,
Tifteen (15) Prisoners of War, two hundred fifty-seven (257) killed,
three (3) guns (under 75mm),

SEPTEMBER 21, 1944

Vg

Orders were issued at 1015 for an attack South to the
Marne-Rhine Canel., The enemy was located in the woods South and
"Eeast of Moncourt, in Coincourt, and Parroy. They held two crossings
over the canal. Friendly cavalry screened us to the North and West.
D/37 had the mission of securing the trail from lezey to Moncourt,
over which supplies were to be taken to "A" Company and the Infantry
at Moncourt, and of screening the left flank,

At 1200, the 37th attacked moving around the West side of
Bezange La Petite, The Infantry which had been left in Moncourt
attacked the woods after a heavy artillery concentration, but found
little opposition. :

The entire force then proceeded to Coincourt and through
it, again with little opposition. Bures to the West of Coincourt
was attacked at the same time by the 35th Tank Battalion., ¥Parroy
was the next objective, which was successfully attained., 1In sach
case it was found that the enemy had left hastily just before our
arrival, :

At 2000, the force returned from the day's operations, Littl:
opposition had been met. The next day was announced as one of rest
and maintenance,

ksnemy casualties: One (1) tank, one (1) SP gun, twenty
(20) killed, one (1) 88mm.

SEPTEMBER 22, 194l

The dey of "rest and maintenance" opened up very fogey with
no visibility, and most of tie morning's operations took place under
these conditions. This time tne direction of the enemy thrusts were
from the North in the vicinity of Juvelize,

_The outposts of the 25th Cavalry were driven in toward the
Battalion bivouac area. As the enemy came through, the Tank Destroyers
pleced on the hill by Major Bautz accounted for two (2) tanks, the
ITiumes oI one being in airect view of the bivouac area, six hundred
(600) yards from Service Coapany.

- 12 -
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This.was later found to be & PzKw V,

This setback caused the enemy to pause, and as the fog .
lifted "A" Company was sent into the attack generally North., The
artillery, still with Captain Cook directing it from the Battalion
CP, and our own mortars laid heavy fire on Juvelize; and the Assault s
Guns fired into an orchard just to the West of Juvelize, ;

As "A" Company moved out; "C" Company, on the left flank,
moved out further to protect "A"™ Company's left flank. B/37 with
A/10 Infantry then attacked Juvelize itself, which was strongly
occupied by enemy infantry and some tanks, cleaned it out and went
on to the higk ground to the Southwest of the town at "D" on the map.
"C" Company was at "E" and "A" Compeny at "F" after the attack was !
over. 'Thus the heights to the North were secured, and the enemy '
attempt to break through from that direction were not only repulsed
but completely routed.

The enemy of the past few days' combat was identified as
thelllth rz Brigade composed of the 1112th and 1113th Pz Gren Regiments
and the 16 Pz Regiment. The latter regiment had two (2) Battalions
of tanks, with forty-two (42) PzKw V's in one Battalion, and the other

_ Battalion had PzEKw IV's, (::>

¥nemy casualties: Eight (8) vehicles, sixteen (16) tanks,
two hundred £ifty (250) killed, eighty-five (85) Prisoners of War.

SEPTEMBER 23, 19LL

Generally quiet, Before sundown P=47's did some bombing.
Enemy AA increased deily and was becoming a horseshoe around the
salient to the rast, South, and nNnorth. Eight (8) Prisoners of War
was the only score for the day.

SEPTEMBER 2L, 1944

~

Again quiet. Agein friendly bombing before sundown and
increaesed enemy Aha, N

SEPTEMBER 25 19L4

At 1010, 200 - 300 Infantry were reported advancing toward
Juvelize from the North at Blanche rglise, and thirty (30) enemy
tenks were reported at Marsal,

Throughout the morning the enemy advanced closer and enemy
chelling, whick hed been sporadic during the preceding days, grew
heavier, Withdrawing cavalry coming through the Battalion area was

. O
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SEPTEMBER 25, 1944 (CONT'D)

agein the indication of enemy attack, The enemy attacked a 10th
Infantry outpost and "B" Company wes sen: in to ald them in retaking
it at 1210. '

At 1215, "C" Company reported more enemy, and at 1220,
Colonel Abrams reported to Combat Command "A", "My position being
attacked by unknown number of Infantry and five (5) tanks; will
keep you informed." ,

"A" Company was given the mission of meeting the enemy
thrust and attacked North, becoming heavily engaged against the
enemy,

Enemy infantry kept boring in on "B" and "C" Companies,
‘'he Tank Destroyers West of Ley withdrew due to enemy infantry
pressure.

The Battalion was now bereft of flank protection., All
of the forces at its disposal were engaged. There was only one .
bridge (leading into Lezey) which could serve as an exit, Besides
being under increaesingly heavy artillery fire, the battallion area
was coming under the direct fire of tanks, Especially heavy shell-
ing occurred at 1730, S

It was decided to evacuate to the high ground to the West

"and establish s more secure and shorter line, The withdrawal was

planned to start at 1900, at which time artillery fire was to be
laid on all known or suspected enemy positions,

At 1900, "B" and "C" Companies made demonstrations as if
to attack, permitting the infantry to disengage and get into their
tracks and retire. bBefore 1900, "A" Company was sent South to out-
post the lLezey-Bezange road, and "D" Compeny to the West of Lezey
to prevent the enemy from breaking in from that direction.

The infantry moved out, then "B" and "C"Compenies, "A" and
"D" Companies fell into line,

The 10th Infantry took positions to the kast of Rechicourt
across the Rechicourt-Bezange Rosad, '

The Battalion went into CC"A" reserve and bivouaced in the
vicinity of Arracourt (Ql35145) at 2035,

Enemy casualties: Six (6) tanks, twenty (20) vehicles,
one hundred (100) killed,
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SErTEMBER 26, 19LL

Combet Command "B" rejoined the division and took over the
Southern sector. At 1500 the Battalion started moving into its new
area, checking out of CC"A" and into CC"R" at 15L5. At 1700, it
was closed In bivouac in the vicinity of Serres (Q065115).

SEPTEMBER 27, 19LL

A period of general meintenance and rest was enjoyed.

SEPTEMBER 28, 10LL

Enemy activity was reported. The Battalion was alerted
to move on ome (1) hour's notice, but it was not called upon.

SEPTEMBER 29, 1944

In the early hours of the day the Germans attacked and
seized hill 318 in the CC"B" area of the salient, presenting a
threat to the whole Arracourt Basin as it overlooked it, The 37th
was to be prepared to counterattack. The hill, however, was re-
gained from the enemy ‘

SEPTEMBER 30, 19LL

At 1600, after a day of the usual bivouac duties the

Battalion was alerted to move at 1735 to cover the high ground in
an arc around Sorneville, eight (8) miles to:the North, The bivouac
was reached at 1830 at Q035175, between Sorneville and Moncel, The
trains went to the CC"A"™ control point with Battalion Maintenance.
1he enemy had created a threat to the 35th Infantry and 6th Armored
vivision in the rettoncourt-Chambrey area, and the 37th was called
upon to stand by behind them, ™"D" Company contacted both the 6th
Armored Ulvision and the 35th Infantry, established outposts North
and East of Moncel, and continued liaison with these units,

ror the Battalion Commander:
W
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HEADQUARTERS THIRTY SEVENTH TANK BATTALION
‘ APO 254, US Army
18 October, 1944
SUBJECT: Battalion Diery.
TO : The Adjutant General, Lth Armd Div, APO 254, US Army.
OCTOBER 1, 1944

The Battelion held its assigned ground behind the attack-
ing 6th Armored vivision and 35th Infantry., The 6th Armored Divis-
lon attacked in two columns North and Kast, and the 35th comsolidated
behind them., The battalion, however, was not called upon to support
the action. The Platoon of "D" Compeny still maintained contact with |
the infantry and kept the pattelion informed of the situstion through .
Captein mcMahon. Uuring the whole day a state of alert was maintained.

Py B o e Py Wtk &

A number of civiliens traveling between Sorneville and
Moncel were stopped, questioned, and released.

vuring the night of 30 September-l October and the morning
o1 the first, a few thunderous rounds were fired by a battery of
eight (8) inch guns close by the CP. ILt. Col. H. P. Heid, former
‘ S=3 of the 37th Armored Regiment and more recently of CC ™A™ and
CO of the 704Lth Tank Destroyers, was announced as CO of the 8th
Tenk Battalion.,

OCTOBER 2, 1944

The Battalion after a day of no combat activity was
released from its mission of protecting the North flank and moved
back to its prior bivouac area near Serres, at 1700. General Wood
visited the CP today., Company messes were set up and "B" ration
was fed for the first time since the launching of the break-through

in Normandy.

Seven {7) replacement officers arrived in the morning,
which was one more than requisitioned, The seventh officer was later
assigned to the 25th Cavalry,

OCTOBER 3, 194k

For the first time in France laundry was taken to a QM
laundry. It was payday and Mr, Lubrano and Teohnic
McGuire ceme down from the Administrative Center to pay the Battalion
and then take its money ba in PTA's, Movlies were shown 1n the
Battalion Meintenance tent by SpeciIal Service personnel. The day
was, all in all, extremely beneficial to morale.
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OCTOBER 3, 19LL {(CONT'D)

Eighteen (18) replacements swelled the Battelion strength
to near normal todey. Seventeen (17) of the eighteen (18) had had
only infantry mxperience.

OCTOBER L, 19LL

A quiet day of usual bdivouac duties wes made enjoyable
in the afternoon by two showings of the USO show "lLaugh Time,¥®

At 1730, in a ceremony attended by officers and non-
cormmissioned offlcers acting in the capacity of officers, awards
were presented as follows: Silver Stars to Captain Dwight, Captain
spencer, Captain Lemison; Bronze Stars to Staff Sergesant Whaley,
Technician Fourth Grade mcHeale, Technician Fifth Graede ‘Iraver, and
Technicien ¥ifth urade Patton., Nineteen (19) Purple Hearts were
given, including one cluster. Colonel Abram’s QOak Leaf Cluster to
the Silver Star was also announced, The presentations were made
by the battalion Commender who concluded the ceremony with a dis-
course to the officers and non-commissioned officers, in which he
dwelled on the importance of maintenance and how tanks and vehicles
responded to affectionate treatment with eager service, recipro-
cating with almost humen gratitude the cars bestowed upon them,

1he new officers and the replacements through them were <::>
thus informed of the importance attachea t0 maintenance in this
Battalion,

OCTOBER 5, 19LL

The first showers in a month were available to the men,

A QM shower unit in kichardmenil, and in succeeding days a vivilian
shower in nemereville, provided the much needed refreshment.

Classes were initiated for the new men to acquaint them
with tanks which most of them hed never been in before.

OCTCBZR 6, 1944

Rehabilitation of vehicles and personnel continued
together with crew drill and gunnery instruction for the new
replacements, -

1h§ bpecial urder, 37th ‘l'ank battalion, of this date

- e yee -

lst Lt Charles Po Bo ges: CO nCw
2nd Lt, William F. Schumann Co aCcn

%ng LEO Ro§gbo Rui?t i1 uoﬁ

nd Lt. e "

2nd Lt., rTe er{cg B, Locéwood COo "g"

2nd Lt. ndarold M, Hemm Sv Co <::>
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Battelion viery, rg 37th Tark Bn, 18 October, 194LL (Cont*td)

OCTOBER 7, 19LL

instructions were issued at 1300 to tne Company Commanders
that the 37th would support the 26th Infentry Division which was
relieving the 4th, This relief was a little deceptive because the
26th came without their Division Artillery or atteched Tank
Battalion., The 37th was to be in Division Reserve for the 26th
Infentry Division. A move was planned to the vicinity of Arracourt,
but as the group waited for the return of reconnoitering parties,
Ceptain Hays brought word that there would be no move and that the
Battalion would support from our present location. .

OCTOBER 8, 19LL

The plan regerding the relief—of the Lth Armered-Division
by the 26th Infantry Uivision was modified Dby a&&anhing_ag_l££E££§Y
Regiment to each Combat Command General Wood remsining in commsnd

oo R My - A2

of _the sector until such time as_ihe_commanding_aenexal,_2§&§_lgign§ry

vivision, was fully acquainted with the situation and steted he was
willing to asssume command, This postponed the relief of the Lth

A%QQI:Q—Dixiaiggl_g;rgangin_izs“BZidlday of continuous combat,
This Battalion reverted to Division Reserve, _

Staff Sergeant Mallon of "D" Company was honored by being
fsent on a mission for a few days as honor guard for General George
.C, Marshall, Chief of Steff. He was one of three (3) men, the other
[ two (2) coming from the 6th Armored Division and 35th Inrantry
Division.

OCTOBER 9 - 11, 19L4

The Battalion enjoyed movies at night, decent chow from
the kitchens including pastry, pies, and in some companies biscuits,
A Red Cross Clubmobile dispensed doughnuts and coffee one afternoon.
‘'he Battalion was still in Reserve for the 26th, The weather con-
tinued alternately rainy end cloudy, which prevented it from being
too cold,

OCTOBER 12, 19LL

In the afternoon, (ieneral Wood visited the assembled
Battalion and gathered it around him in hIs usual manner, striding
back and forth, and in the beginning rain thanked the Battallion for

the magx“_;mnn_nam_t had played against the Gerpans, "Ne\?&gw

re fighti he said,"We fight because we were attac - they
sterted it and we will finish 117 He spoke of the efforts being

made to re-equip us; from m tanks to_ oversnoes—und hesskits, and saild

we were. getting everything ™ "not tied down" a; the beeches, 1% was
"supply and _not t “he'énemy which made us stop."
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Battalion Diary, Hq 37th Tank Bn, 18 October, 1944 (Cont'd) <::>

OCTOBER 12, 19LL4 (CONT!D)

As of noon 12 Qctober, the 26th Infantry Division
relieved the Lth Armored Division in this sector, but the 4th -
ATmored—Ei¥ision ercillery, the 70L Tank Destroyers 24th Engineers,

and the 37th were B¥feched to the 26th Division. The 37th was Held

reserve in case of any large scale attack, ccrnpn I
similarly the 35th Vivision to the Nerth}, Plans for possible

counterattacks irn the event of enemy penetration were submitted
to the G-3 of the 26th a2nd discussed with the Cormanding General.
Administretively the 37th remained in the 4Lth, tactically in the
26th,

OCTOBER 13, 19LL

Nothing of interest.

OCTOBER 1k, 1Lk

In a solemn ceremony,with the sun gracing the field,
with unaccustomed brightness, Colonel Abrams pinned the bars upon
five {(5) enlisted men of the Battalion, The new second lieutenants
who were sworn in by Lt. white and received their commissions befor
the assembled officers and first three graders, were: S/Sgt's.
Charley walters, "A" Company, vames N, Farese, "B" Company, koy G.
Grubbs, "C" Company, t£dward P, Mallon, "D" Company, and Technical
Sergeant roy w, Smith of the medical Detachment who filled the
T/0 vacancy of an mAC officer in the detachment. Immediately
tollowing this, decorations were also awarded as follows: Silver
Stars to Captain voltz, Staff Sergeant vannett, Private Liscavage,
and Privete first Class malinski:; Bronze Stars to Technical Sergeant
Shevlin, Technician Fifth Grade Lorentzeno Corporal Dickerman,
Technician Fifth Grade Green, and Private Ayotte. Seven (7) Purple
Hearts were awarded,

Colonel Abrams then addressed a congratulatory speech to
the new officers and recipients ofawards in turn.

To the officers he said that no officer in the Battalion
had been an officer until the operations in France, These new

lieutenants were officers by virtue of their demonstrated ability -
in leadership and were as one with their brother officers,
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Battalion Diasry, Hq 37th Tenk Bn, 18 October, 194LL (Cont'd)

OCTOBER 1L, 1944 (CONT'D)

To the decorated ranks upon the right, Colonel Abrems
spoke of the honor awarded them by a grateful country, an honor
not only earned by brave deeds and bloodshed but also by long
months, even years, of training which was not always appreciated,
an honor won by the sacrifice of liberties that soldiers prize,
such as furloughs and free evenings,

' To all, he sald that our success layv not in the wholesale
slaughter of men, not in the needless sacrifice of material, but in
a preparedness that evoided suffering and an ability to keep our
supply at a superior level.

Mr. Lubrano attended to the voluminous paver work entsiled
by the promotion of the new officers, having come down from the
Administrative Center for the purpose,

At 2230, a message from the -3, 26th Infantry Division,

alerted the Battelion as of 0600, 15 October., No details were
available, ,

OCTOBER 15, 1944

The alert was on a Corps order, due to a supposed German
threat. 1n the morning a 26th Division order also caused the
Battalion to prepare its instruments and go over the technique of
indirect fire. 1n the evening the assistant G-3 of the 26th in-
formed the Colonel that this was en error, but that there was a
shortage of 105mm ammunition and we may be called upon to act as
artillery.

’ The Sunday was enlivened by the second appearance of the.
bend.— Besides lighter music for the men, the band played Tor
rrotestant religious services at 1530.

1wo 1USA historians (TUSA Information & Historical Service)
interviewed Captain McMahon on the Brittany campaign for close to
four (4) hours, resulting in & thorough appraisal of the role played
by "D" Company in that campaign.

OCTOBZR 16, 1944

The two historians from TUSA Information and Historical
Section Interviewed the commenders of "A", "B", and "C" Companies,
also Lt. narris, KReconneissance rlatoon Commander, completing their
survey of the Bettalion's part in the Britteny cempaign., The dismal
rain continued sporadicelly. ‘The condition of the ground began to
becone critical for the operstion of tracked vehiclec znd well nigh
imposesible for wheeled vehicles. :
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Bettalion vierv, 2a 37th Tanx Battelion, 18 Qctover, 1944 (Cont'd) <::>

OCTC3aR 17, 194l

There was no enéd to tne incessant rain and the ground :
nditions deterioreteld even more. A new stetion tanx

racks wqichh5Cfen+1anvAchangOd the copcepthﬂ of _trecx traction
in"tmd from 2 deer ritins grouser or & narrow. traciz _to & wider
uraction on the sane plene made its appearance today. .
— S

Brieflv described this "grouser" 1s an end comnnector with
en extension shaped like an upside down scoop extending about 2-1/2
inches from the track. A sallient festure of this item is that the
exteas%ea~sp;ingig§_§£3§g%h€’—fpercide.Qf the end connector does
riot hit-the-herd surfeced road, but comes into plpymyhgn_sort“ground
is encounzeréa

e e e e

Ao

The Battelion received a number of these new end connectorsi
sufficient to equip twenty-five (25) mediums,

A nemorendum from Colonel Clarke, which is appended to
the end of this day, was also discussed by Colonel Abrams in a Com-
peny Commanders meeting. Colonel Abrams plans to speak to each
company in turn, when the Battallon gets a rest period, about the
Britteny campaign and a general coverage of the Battelion's operations

TOBZR 18, 19LL

v hiore rain added to the mud. The new end connectors were
instellea by tank crews, but due To a limited supply only 75% cover-
age could be obtained, Twenty-five (25) medium tanks were outfitted
in this menner, end more of these "grousers™ are expected in the
near future,

A Red Cross Clubmobile distributed coffee and doughnuts,
OCTOBER 19, 1944

More rain, intermittently, kept the ground soggy and very
soft. Ezg;;minar;~irials_wizh—%he-ﬁew Segrouser”. were promising.
More easeé of turning and better flotetion resulted. Seven (7) truck
loads of new straw were procured for bedding by the S<4 to replace
the well used straw now about three weeks old,

‘fhe CP tent was moved to a drier°spot-aﬁd vehicles were
instructed to stay away from it to prevent the morass which formed
from the churning of the mud at the old location,

rive (5) replecements were received today, new men who
had been tested for radio aptitude by the Signal Company., Basic
training of all these men has been in tanks, three (3) of them
having trained with the 8th Armored Division, The Battalion reache?::>
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Bettelion Diery, He 37tk Tenk Bn, 18 October, 1944 (Cont'd)

OCTCBZR 19, 1944 (CONT'D)

an effective strength of 718 men, the highest it has been in
rrance,

From 2000 to 2300 there wes the constant droning of air-
craft (believed to be enemy) overhead, NoO bombs were dropped in
the battelion aresa.

OCTCBER 20, 194LL

Intermittent rain fell during the day. There was &
demonstration of the new end connector for General Wood, General
vager, Colonel Clarke and interested officers of the division,
in the afternoon. +the widened treck also was tested on the m=2
engineer treadwey bridge with complete success. FurthermoTre; —the
new conrnectors supported the weight of the tank when it climbed
the edge of the treadway, thereby removing some doubts es to
whether they would be broken or bent by hitting rocks during a
movement. '

The medium tenks did very well in the mud. The lack
of chevron tread tracks and grouser extensions, however, d1d not
seem to affect the traction of the light tanks who stiiiﬂnut-
meneuvered the mediums, uveneral Wood was delighted with them as
well as pleased with the test of the grousers, which were adjudged

& success.

OCTOBER 21, 19LL

Generel ratton end Ceneral Spaatz honored the Battalion
vy their nresence to watch "A"™ Compeny further denonstrate the new
end conpector, They were very rleased,

At 1100, orders were received attaching the Battalion to
the 10usth Infantry Regiment of the 26th Infentry Division, The
Infentry wes <o ettack at 0530, 22 Cctober, vith the objJectives
Bezange and Moncourt and the high ground beyond them, The enemy
according to intelligence reports wes not strong, possibly one
Battalion in the sector of the attack. Most of the roads and
avenues of tank approach were mined,

The 37th was designated as the reserve and was to be
prepared to meet any enemy counterattack, more specifically the
10Lth was worried ebout enemy tanks suspected in the Bois du Haut
de le tCroix. 1t was necessary to move to the vicinity of Bures
(R1311), The non-combat installations and vehicles remained at
Serres. Only tank retrievers were taken for company maintenence
requirements. The head of the column moved out at 1600,
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Bettalion viary, Ho 37th Tenk Bn, 18 October, 194L (Cont'd)

OCTOBER 21, 19LL (CONT'D)

In the assembly area the canal was the right flenk. *D",
"Bn, "A", "C" were in a semi-circle North and West in that order.
Headquarters was in the middle.

The bridge across the road at the lower end of the Etang
de Parroy was found to have M-l treadway and a call had to be made
to procure M-2 equipment to provide for the passage of the Battalion
if it moved in thet direction. Lt. North spent the night getting
this equipment releesed, bdbringing it forward, and seeing that it
was installed.

OCTOBER 22, 19LL

The 26th ettacked pushing a few hundred yards to the out-
skirts of Bezange la Petite and into the woods at Noncourt, The
,2nd Cavelry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mech) advanced on the Southern
flank and took its objectives, the Bois de Frentiere and the Bols
de Jambon, rapidly and successfully. The same could not be said of
the 104th Infantry who, at nightfall, had still to take their first
objective., Although the 37th was constantly on the alert it was not
called upon. :

Dwignht reported that he was on his way back fron the 104th Infantry

:
=
»
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At 2000, thke C., O, was with General Wood when Captain ‘

witrn orders for a moverment at night to be in position by daylight.
Colonel Abrams was contacted and he ordered no movement as General
Wood persuaded General Paul of the 26th Division that it would be a
misteke., At 2200, Lt. North, Liaison officer with the 26th, radioed
to the Battalion thet it would revert to division reserve at daylight.

OCTOBZR 23, 19LL

At 0630, the sattalion moved to the vicinity of Arracourt
&t 2100138, Effective at deylignt the Bettelion went into the
divicion reserve, being relieved from attechment to the 104th Infentrr
regiment, Colonel Abrams reported to the 26th CP at 0600,

Although no major enemy threats developed constant reports
of enemy tanks were received and the Battelion wes held constantly
on the alert,

OCTOBER 2L, 19LL

No change in the situation., The Bettalion remelned et
Arrecourt, the 26th still on the outskirts of Bezange and in the Bois
de Loncourt,

Colonel Abrams reported to the 26th CP et 1600 to attend

g meeting for orders on an atteck to te delivered the 25th Cctober, ‘

-8 =
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Bettelion Diary, H& 37th Tenk Bn, 18 October, 1944 (Cont'd)

OCTOBER 24, 194L {CONT'D)

to secure the high ground just North of the Boise De Moncourt,

At 2200, a meeting scheduled for 0830 on the 25th was
cencelled by ihe 26th Division, and the etteck was postpored in-
definitely., A counteratteck scere mede the rounds end the Battelion
wves agaein alerted.

4 hot evening measl was served et 1600, brough down from

‘the bzse of operations at Serres, wrere Service Compeny and the

recnents of tae other companies with S-1 still were bivoueced,

F:ve (5) tanks(L i:=L's znd 1 M-5) delivered to the Rattelicn

from ordnznce br our own nmern trought the Battclion shortage dovn to
five (£} nediunr tanks,

It. Ylingteil, formerly of "D" Company, returned from the
hosvital end vas m2de adjutent, Lt, "2ite was formally transferred
to "A" Compeny where he had been for & nonth,

OCTORER 25, 1OLL

On the 19th of September in ar attack made by "A" Company
in Major Hunter's task force, the bodies of six (6) men including
that of Lt, DeCraene hed been lost in three tanks. Today these
three tanke with their dead were evecuated. The enemy had despoiled
the tenlis and neglected to care for the dead,

. Another new tank brought the pettalion shortage down to
four (L),

The xitchens moved to Arracourt to supply hot food to
the bulk of the Battalion.

At 1750, a message from Li. north steted that the 26th
expected a counterattack in the morning,

YCTOBER 26, 19LL

The Battalion remained in the same area. All companies
had meals from the kitchens, Colonel Abrams was notified late in
the evening of a meeting at the 328th Infantry of the 26th Division.

OCTOBER 27, 19LL

Colonel Abrams met with the C. 0. 328th Infantry, and
plans were laid to attack and clean out the Moncourt Woods.
However, word was received that the Battalion was being relieved

-9 -
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Battalion Diary, Hq 37th Tank Bn, 18 October, 1944 (Cont*d)
OCTOBER 27, 19LL (CONT'D)

by tne 8th Tank Battalion. Preparations for the movement were
jmmedietely begun. The historians from TUSA celled to get a copy
of the diary from 12th - 25th September, to assist them in gather-
ine information or the Moselle River crossing, and the tank battles
that ensued, They also interviewed each company commander,

OCTORBER 28, 10LL

The Battalion vrepared immedistely for the move to the
new area this mornins, Service Comveny was the first to move,
leaving et 0830, The move for the Bettalion was well planned by
Headquerters 26th Infentry Division as is indiceted bty the attached
overlay. The IP was crossed as planned =t 1300, The Bettalion
closed in bivouac at 1630,

Thirteen enlisted men ané one bfficer left for a three
day pascs in Paris todey at 1300, Lt. Donahue of "D" Company was
the officer to go. He wes the first officer in the Battalion to
get a2 leave to Peris.

%g,a_mhixd_Army demonstration a new flame thrower mounted
or_e helf-Track was shown to officers, Major Bautz and Captain ‘

Hays represented the Battalion at the demonstration. General Patton
too was present. In generel it was agreed that this weapon was

impractical,

\ :
After arriving in our clean new area (Q995155) preparations
were started for sbowers, movies, leundry, passes to Nancy, and in
cenerzl a well earned rest,

OCTOBZR 29, 194LL

After & frostv night the first day of our rest period
was the Tinest irn over a month. Nen were transported to Mass in
Chempenoux at 1330, This was the first opportunity we've had to be
inside & church since being in France.

The Battalion was able to see a movie held in a large
barn et St. Jean's Tarm about three (3) miles from camp. Lt. Poore
made the necessary arranegenents,

Seventy (70) men left at 0930 for eight (8) hour passes
in Nancy. Passes begen et 1000 end terminated 2t 1800.

Laundry went in todasy and most men in the Battalion hed
a shower,
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OCTOBER 30, 194l

The usual duties were cerried on todey. Comvanies used
tneir own trucks to transport men to showers, Trucks from Service
Compeny transported men to the show et 1300 and 1L3C,

The Battalion Commsnder, S-3, Medium Compeny Cormanders,
end Pletoon Leaders saw & mock Siegfried lLine built bv the 10th
Infentry Battalion, and planned a mock attack to teke place 31
Cctover. The three tenx forward observers from the 956th Armored
Field aArtillery Beitelion joined the Battalion in preparetion for

future operations, -

OCTOBER 31, 1OLL

This morning "B" Compeny left at 04456 join "C" Com-
reny of the 10ta Infantry Pattszlion_to. make-the-attack on the
olegfrlec Tine model. The tenks began their systematic and
scientific destruction of pillboxes and tHs "AX{ TUN" was con-
cluied by a critique by Major Hunter in which tank, infamtry, and
tenk destroyer company ccomenders, plus various staf; members, andé
some platoon leeders gave their views on the problem eand their
suggestions for improving the technique,

The men returned from the three (3) dayv pass in Paris,
averyone reported £ fine time,

The duffle begs were brought to the aree ellowing the men

to get new clothes, etec,

Tnis afternoon "A" Comvany went through the Slegfried
Line model es "B" Comvpany had done,

A compeny commznders meeting was called for 1830, The
mein topic of the meeting was tihe general plans for the coming
cffensive given by Colonel Abrams znd then his plan for employing
the Battzlion. It wes esnnounced at the meeting that Colonel Clarke
was relieved and wes taking & command in the Seventh Armored
vivision, This news_vias. regelyed_nitn_a_m;zed_ieel1nn of Joy and

récognitio a*xlnal been taKen;pf hlS magnificent achievements;

sorrow _because we hal ombat Commander we have served
un to date,

For the Bettmlion Commender: \eﬁyﬁgz
’??Sﬁiﬁc. ETL,
't , Inf.,

Adjuteant.
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HEADWARTERS THIRTY SEVENTH TANK BATTALION&

APO 254, US Army

15N‘pber -

SUBJ=CT: Battalion Diary.
10 . The Adjutant General, Ath Armd Div, APO 254, US Army.
1 NOVEMBCR 19LL

The day began with the usual duties after one of the coldest nights
we've had., Mass was held in the area at 0900, Men were taken to the showers
and movies. The Officers of A and B Companies held a critigue with the Of ficers
of A Company of the 53rd Armd Inf Bn, and C Co of the 10th Armd Inf Bn, respect-
ively on yesterday's assault on the Siegfried Line model. Today the Battalion :
had its greatest loss when the news came that Col. Abrams was being taken from !
us to assume command of Combat Command "A" - Thus Col. Clarke's departure was a
double loss to this Battalion. There are no words to exmress the sentiments of i
the Officers and men of the Battalion as they realized that the man who had led
them and trained them, some for over three and a half years, was parting company.
Nothing more need be said because no one outside of this Battalion could under-
stand it, anymore than those in the Battalion could fail to understand it.

2 NOVEMBER YOLL

The usual bivouac duties were carried on this morning along with
showers and passes to Nancy. A meeting was called for 0900 for all Officers at
which Col. Abrams bid his farewell to the Battalion. At 1030 the Battalion was
placed on a one hour alert prepared to repel an expected enemy counter-attack
in the vicinity of the boundary between the 26th Inf Div and the 35th Inf Div and
Kajor Hunter was called to a meeting at CCA for instructions. Upon his return
the Ren Platoon was sent out to reconnoiter various routes and assembly areas and
orders were given to the Co. Comdrs. In the event we were employed, Ren, Co D
and the Assault and Mortar Platoons would proceed at once to secure the assembly
areas and register in. The remainder of the force would follow in the order A,
Bn Comd, C/10, Plat of A/24, B, C, A/53. Capt. McMahon and Capt Stroup reconnoit-
ered the assembly areas and selected OP's. Mr, Lubrano arrived at 1000 to pay
the troops, take PTA's and Allotments. Major Hunter attended a meeting at CCA
Headouarters late in the evening

s e afh W..wum-@dw o O .

3 NOVEMBER 19LL

Duties wert on as usual and showers, movies, and passes to Nancy
continued. The duffle bags were collected this morning and taken back to stor-
age. A Company Commanders meeting was called for 14,00 at which the Battalion
Commander discussed routine information received from a unit commanders meeting.
Preparations were completed for the Officers party and at 1730 the Officers left
for Dor basle where the party was being held. Capt Voltz, Lts. Radzivila and
Mueller succeeded in doing a fine job in arranging for music, food, dancing
partners, etc. A fine time was had by all.

o PECLASSIFIER "
-, ; s017
AumannL_:ﬂiégg:EE:gE!!!!E:gj -1-

i 'Sl e _n"”;w | &




e

Bn Diary, Hq 37th Tank Bn, 15 Nov 1944 Comt'd:
L NOVEMBER 194l 2

Ancther rainy morning greeted us but duties went on as usual. Showers
and passes to Nancy continued but nor movies were shown today. Thirteen men and
one Officer left for a two day pass in Paris at 0730. The Battalion Commander
went to a meeting this morning at CCA. At 1330 Capt Connors of the 2ith Engr's
demonstrated the method of putting a "snake" in position with a tank. A Company
Commanders meeting was called for 1800 at which propssed routes of march and
other information on the coming offensive were given. The composition of troops
and order of march were also given., The order for our column is Rcn Platoon,
Assault Gun Platoon, Co D, Bn Hq & Mortar Platoon. A-37, 1 Btry 66th FA, ¢-1C,
Platoon of 24th Engrs, 66th, B-37, A-53, Trains, 1 Platoon of 704th, Co C is
attached to CCB. In general it is planned that the division will move out with
Combat Commands in column, CCB leading. Each Combat Command is to travel in two.
varallel columns; The first objective assigned was Morhange and then next day
to the German border.

e vt
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5 NOV:MBER 194l .

Major Hunter went to CCA at 0930 this morning. At 1245, Co "C" of the
24th Engrs demonstrated a method of laying two sections of steel treadway with a
tank recovery vehicle. Movies were comtimued, church was held in the area, and a
RedCross clubmobile dispensed coffee and doughmuts. The men on pass to Paris
returned all reporting a fine time. Late last night a number of enemy planes
droned over our area and heavy anti-aircraft fire was heard from several miles
to our rear. '

6 NOVEXBIR 1944

The day began as usual with rain but the usual duties were carried on.
Men were taken for showers and a movie was shown at 1400. The passes to Nancy
were discontinued. About eighty percent of the Battalion have been on pass to
this date. At 1C30 theC.0., Staff, and Company Commanders went to Olympic Ha.
where Gen. Patton spolk e of the deed of this division and of the job ahead.
Three new tanks arrived today, two for Company A, and one for Company C. A
Company Commanders meeting was called for 1300 at which the Battalion Comumander
discussed alternate routes along with other things pertaining to the coming
offensive. The "bulldozer" is now attached to Bn Hc., it arrived from Company
C about 1830 in the evening. Late in the evening German planes were heard over

our area again.
7 NUVELBER 1944

Rain agein was the order of the day. .ehicular 5
maipntenance was stressed and carried out to the fullest. ureat
stores of ammunition were being stacked al ongside of the road
near us, & forwarning of the coming offensive. “C® Co. of tne
24th =~ngrs under vapt.Connors demonstrated the use of the snake,

a huge tube of cased xNT used for detonating mines.
g8 ~OVEMBER 19LL

The usual bivouac duties were carried out. The Bn.
commander made a trip to . CA., nO changes werse reported. .early
all vehicles and weapons were in top shape to date, .he area
was getting dirficult for moving wheeled vehicles due to the great

amount of rain. -2 - <::>




‘ _ Bn mu-y, aq 37th Tk Bn, 15 November, 1944 (Cont*a) - -
: 9 NOVEMBER, 1944 =

- The day began witkh indications that weather might
us. At mid morning hundreds of bombers were seer overhead;
bombers bambed objectives Northeast of our position in prep i
for the attack, CC"B" moved out at 0800. at 1100, the. B.ttalﬁnl“
Commander was called to CC"A" and on his return we learnsd
were to be prepared to move out at 0900 in the morning. .

-new officers joined the Battalion today, Lt., Adams, Woelfl
Almond, They were assigned to Service, A and C COmpanies re

: ively. , . 1

e

10 NOVEMBER, 19LL

At 0900, the Battalion moved out through Champeneux
Mazerulles, loncel sur sellle, to Moyenvic; then North to norville 3
where the enemw was first encountered The road from Morville te 1
Hampont was cratered so "D" Company was sent to the flanks te - o
reconnoiter for other possible routes. They destroyed several &2
guns, The bulldozer was brought forward and filled the oraterse¢*‘-
allowing "A" Company to pass through to Hampont, while *D* cmpmy
! v gave flank protection, EKampont was st

' cleaned out. cCaptaln Spencer and Lt. White became casualties tn the
engagement; this left “A" Company in command of Lt. Walters,ia ffwi'w
Platoon Sergeant only a month ago. The Battalion moved on threngh
Obreck and went into an assembly area for the night at 165285, The .

. Battalion was shelled heavily on arrival and constantly throngh the o

" - night, s

11 Novmam 1941 I :

-7

,4.

At first 1ight the Battalion moved out. after being shelled
constantly through the nighig Northward toward Haboudange, Fierce
‘resistance was met all the way. Three (3) light tanks,K one (1) :
medium tank, two (2) halftracks and a peep were lost between Burlion-
court and Haboudange. Its. Poore, Dennison, and Lockwood were killed
by the shelling earlier in the morning. "IP Company and the Staff
tanks got through to Conthil, and the remainder of the nsattalion
under Captain Leach returned to Ubreck and moved North via Dedeling
and Riche to Conthil, The trains were taken back to Morvilie after
withstanding a constant shelling all morning and then under ‘sover of
darkness were brought forward to the Battalion. The Battallon .
"assembly area was located at 230336. . The Battalion was shellsd’
.constantly from the time of arrival. The score for the day. wag,
12 AT guns, & light vehicles, one-Mark V tank, knemy dead were: .
unknown and 188 prisoners were taken. The second platoon of 'I!
Company was oredited with the majority of the enemy lossesS, -

o - Y ad L) '{ S
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Eo Diery, Ho 37th Tk Bn, 15 November, 19k4 {Cont'd)

.'-_4’% ‘-

\ | 12 NOVEMBER, 19k

The orders for the day were to proeceed Northeast by way.«
Rodalbe and cut the East-West road Bast of Morhange., The order o
march was Ren, D plus Assault, Staff, Hq Co, B/37, A/53, Plat 24 I
A/66, A/37, C/10, 66-, and trains, ' v

~ RV ERTN

Two English and one French Pargtrooper came to our ‘gres”
giving the S-2 some information. These paratroopers had been:dropps
September 15 to aid in the taking of Chateau Salins. One assawlt . |
gun was hit by direct fire in our assembly area at 1230. S3poradic -
artillery fire of heavy calibre was being received and Rodalbe was
shelled heavily., "D" Company's area recéived very heavy artillery
fire, '

pefore the day‘'s plans could be carried out the enemy made 3
& strong counterattack with infantry supported by tanks and artillery.
‘Mejor Hunter took "B" Company and a company of infantry to the attack,
but due to the bad ground several of the tanks became bogged down,
These tanks were taken under fire by several enemy tanks., 4 very .-
effective smoke Screen was laid and under cover of the smoke the N
tanks were pulled out. Two (2) tanks were destroyed by enemy fire.
Captain McMahon received orders to reconnoiter and secure a new - .
assembly area in the vicinity of Zarbeling. . This task was nod an . °
easy one because it was already dark, <Captain McMahon handled the
situation capably, and the pattalion was moved in darkness to -
235325, . A .

13 NOVEMBER, 194l " -

o The area ‘was shelled intermittantly throughout the day.

"D Company moved to an area Just South of Lisderzingen. One platoon
of "B* Company moved to the o0ld area Northeast of .conthil for
reconnaissance and to cover a truck and trailer loaded -with ammunition
which had been disabled by artillery fire the day previous.

At 1400, the enemy began a heavy two pronged counterattack,
[ coming from the Northeast through Rodalbe and the other from the
Southeast, Both forces had tanks but it was believed that the Northern
force was the strongest. Six (6) Mark V tanks were observed just
1 Northeast of Rodalbe along with infantry., Very-effective time fire
waS brought down by the artillery and the eounterattack was broken.
The liaison planes were being fired on constantly by 20mm AA guns,

' The Combat Command was ordered to reggroup and reassemble
80 Major Bautz reconnoitered the adjacent units and decided we were
l in the most suitable area as we were near the adjacent units and -
: \ were well defileded from the enemy. Shelling was constant; the rain
\ eand mud were beginning to tell om both vehicles and men. Mmud made
, any large scale maneuver impossible. L S o ‘

=k i ‘




Bn Diery, Hq,}?th Tk Bn, 15 chalber 19Lk (cont'd)
c4- - -k \.. _.t B -
1k uovmama, 1944 ;’i -

Early in the morning COIOnel lest's plans were te attaek—
toward Quebling. In order to support and protect his left flank
" A" Company with Major-Bautz were sent for the mission, Major
Bautz reconnoitered his assigned area around 250320 and found 1t ?
extremely difficult to get tanks in position to give the neceasary
protection, however, he did sueceed in gettfmg several tanks:-4m =~ 7 .
position and along with infantry set up cossack posts for protection. :
West's column advanced under face of a heavy counterattack. Battaliof
Beadquerters remeined in the same area. Difficulties were beginning
to arise due to men getting frozen reet A

MIAT O sabs

Tt

>

i
15 NOVEMBRR, 194k - ' , B

H

At 0730, at a yompany Commander:‘s-meeting, the plan for
the day was'announced 1t was to clean out Bed estroff and Ba851ng
and to take and assemble on the high ground Northeast of Bassing. :
The order .of march was Ren, B, Plat C/10, Staff, C/10-, Engrs, A, D,
A/53. Two plans were decided’ upon; the first was to move Southeast
of Quebling to Bedestroff and Baasing, the second was the same as
plan one, only turning North from Bedestroff and proceed to Bene-
stroff - and take the high ground in the vicinity of 304334, Task -
force Hunter was to move out on order after Task Force Odea “the -
‘plan to be executed depending on the progress of Task Force 0den.“
At 1130, word was received that we would remain in plage and pre-
pare defensive positions. Tanks were to be dug in at points of
vantage, At 1745, "A" Company returned from attachment to Colonel
. Oden, It reported destroying two enemy tanks, "D* Company re-
ported mortar fire dropping in their area and also AP fire believed .
to be overs. Several rounds of artillery fell throughout the area.

16 NOVEMBRR, 194k

" Word was received this morning that it was probable that
the Battalion was to be relieved with the exception of one-tank
company, "A" Company with "C" Company of the 10th Infantry were

" designated to remain and take up new defensive positions, covering
the entire sector now held by the task force. The force that was

to remain would be under commsnd of Colonel West. Upon beind
relieved the bBattalion will move to the-vicinity of Chateau Vous.,
Word was received that the move could be executed anytime after 1415

" and at 1430, The Battalion moved out in order of Ren, D, Staff, .
Hq Co, B. The Battalion arrived in the new assemdly area at 1700
located at 205295, At 1730 word came that we would move to the
vﬁn{nﬁf-v nt anv at MQO nn +ha 1’7*"\ nAw (‘nnv\nnv anlan renciwved

word to join the bBattalion and did so after dark, . Ma jor Hunter -

- was evacuated today leaving Major Bautz in command of the Battalion.
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17 HOVENBER 19#4

rhe Battalion moved out for Vaxy at 0730 under Captain_ P
Hays., Major Bautz and Captain Dwight had gone forward to Te-i-
connoiter the village for possible billets. While enroute. the
Bettalion reseived word that the town of Vaxy was ocoupied by~
troops 8o as a result we gssembled tegporarily in the fleld.at .-
124,288, After CC"A" had been informed of the situation they‘s
word to recomnnoiter Amelcourt and if possible to move in there, " -
The village was found occupied but necessary steps were taken to
evacuate the troops, buildings were found for Headquarters, each
company, and the ma{ntenance platoon. The Battalion arrived in
the yicinity of amelcourt et 1300. Immediate preparations were
made for maintenance and cleaning of- weapons and equipment, supply
shortages were checked and items requisitioned, and every opportunit
was taken to provide the men with facilities for drying and cleaning #
their clothes and their persons. That afternoon Colonel Abrans
returned to the Battalion as CO, Colonel Withers having been returned
to the deision and asslgned as CO CCmaT,

18 NOVEMBER, 19&4 i;;-:_ '
The morning was devoted to vehicular maintenance and '

: cleaning of weapons. Men had an opportunity to check- their personal
‘ equipment and clothing and to requisition shortages. A Company ‘
R ) Commander's and staff meeting was called for 1700 where orders

were issued for movement at 0700 the following day. Objective was .

to advance over the 0ld route as far East as possible, *B® Company

to be attached to the 10th Armd Infaentry Battalion under Colonel

West, Service Company and the Company maintenance sections were
to remain and finish maintenance work. "C" Company to CC"A" reserve.

19 NOVEMBER, 1944

oar oy .
.

A force of "I Compamr, the assault and mortar platoons
under Captain Dwight moved out at 0700. The mission of this force
was to advance until enemy contact was attained, secure an assembly
area for the Battalion for the next move, "I Troop of the 25th
Cavalry was to precede the column and to afford left flank protection
for the column.. Ron, Bn Hq, Hq Co, A/37, B/10, A/24, B/70k, 9k FA,
and CC"A" Hq followed at 0730, The general route of march was
Amelcourt, Vexy, Puttigny, Hampont, ubreck, Haboudange, Conthil,
Rodalbe, Bermering, virming, and "Eastward. The village of‘kodalbe
was reported clear but on arrtval an enemy road block heavily mined
was discovered., Eleven (11) teller mines were removed by the
Engineers, The column proceeded on toward permering which was held
by the 35th Infantry Division. The bridge over the raliroad two -
kilometers South of Bermering was out but with the aid of ‘a bulldozer

. r——— e e

.- W

) e suitedle bypass was zmade, and the gattalicn advanced toward Virming.
! Enemy tank and AT fire was met at the approach of Virming. "The -
: village was assaulted at 1600, Four tanks and ceveral AT guas and ‘

one mortar were destroyed and the town was left in flemes,. The . .%
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. Bn Diery, Ho 37th Tk Bn, ‘15 November, 19k (Cont'd)
‘ 19 NOVEMBER, 194k (CONTID)

Battalion assembled at 245378, The-villagéfias‘ouxposted'by't5§3« :
35th Infaniry Division. rwelve (12) priscners were tiken and $em ;- *

{10) enemy dead were counted, We lost two medium tanks.,;;mi;;ifdaiﬁ
20 NOVEMBER, 19kk At

Colonel Abrams asked for "C" Company to -join the Battelioes )

in the mmorning and "I Company went to reserve. The Batteliion moved .
- out through Virming at 0730, "A"™ Company leading. Ensmy mortar and: ;
ertillery fire was met Jjust out of Virming, plus a blown bridge and
a large anti-tank ditch screening Francaltroff., The bridge was -
crossed and the anti-tank diteh was crossed. Late in the afternoon
Francaltroff was assaulted by "B" Company which had joined the"
settalion upon release from West's column and one company of the :
10th Infantry., This force met heavy direct fire from the Southeast -
and East plus heavy mortar and artillery fire. One assault gum. -

end several halftracks were lost in the assault, but the town was -
cleared and left in flames and troops from the 320th Regiment of

the 35th Division proceeded to occupy the town. A number.of *B®
Company tanks became mired in the mud while assembling West.of

the village., As a result it was late before the Battalion closed

for the night. Location of the Battalion 295396. PR

. 21 NOVEMBRR, 194k

The remainder of "B" Company was pulled out of the mud
and plans were discussed for further movement. The Engineers were
building bridges and by noon had three completed and working on the
‘Tourth South of ¥Franceltroff. Orders were issued to continue Bast-
ward to Insming. Company Commanders and ecommanders of attached
units were called to the CP on the Colonel's order while at CC"A"™,
On the Battalion Commander's return we were informed.that we were
being relieved and being sent back to reserve. Orders were to move
back to the vicinity of Riche beginning at 0830 tomorrow. Order of
march: Hq, Hq Co, C, B, D, A, Sv Co will join us at conthil. Route
of march: Virming, Bermering, Rodalbe, Conthil, and Riche,

22 NOVEMBER, 1944

' The battallon arrived at xiche at.1030. sqs and most ef
‘'the company headquarters moved into buildings. At a company com-
manders meeting we were infarmed that we wére still in CCX and
would be until the next objective of the uivision was known,
asSsault guns were returned to the companies. The day was .spent im -
rehabilitation and maintenance, rlans were begun for a thanks- ‘
giving turkey dinner to be served from the kitchems. . ration
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23 GOVEWBER 104, TR

[

: xajor pautz and Capt. Lamison returned to duty from the
hospital. A f£ine Thanksgiving dinner was served .and wag enjoyed’

and appreciated by all. The usual duties were carried out, woxrd

was received that the .olonel was to attend a meeting at uivi sion
Headouarters at 0900, 24 iovember. .he day was quiset in generald -§
with the usual rain coming down. .apt. Trover joined the battalien - :j
and took command of “C" company. .apt. Lamison became patétalion ""a
A"B ° . ’

24-25 wOVEMBER 19LL

The battalion remained at niche carrying out the job of
rehabilitation. At a company commanders meeting at 1600 the gen- %
eral situetion was discussed by the battalion commander.

. »

26 NOVEMBER 19LL

A company commanders meeting was called for 1130, vrders
‘were issued to be prepared to move on order at 1230 to the vieinity
4@f norbach. wvurder of march would be rcn, D, Hq and nq-Co, 4,B,C
pand oervice, Route of march - Conthill, Dleugze, to norbach. A -
' company Will move forward ta =mittersheim %o _act as an outer guard.
for .ivision ..eadquarters. Lhe battalion moved out at~1230 Engd (::)
lclosed in bivouac at 1430. .n Hq located inside a building with
.| companies around the town, -

27 NOVEMBER 194l

Battalion in same area (345 258) vicinity of norbach. *
A company remained at wittersheim. .ass was held in the village
_church at 1330 and was well attended. Capt. uwight made plans
and arrangements for some 30 calibre firing. .he co-ax will be
used to simulate the 75mm. .he battalion commander made sSeveral
trips to u.ivision Headquarters and one to the 25th vavalry's area.
The Ron platocn was working with the 25th northeast of =3ttersheim,
Plans were made t0o evacuate two 35th tanks abandoned northeast of
Mittersheim,

°

: 28 .OVEMBER 19LL

. The day began with rain and the usuval bivouae duties, -
Yanks from all companies left fo the firipg range., “A” company T
was to be relieved at 1300 so they could fire by “C” oo mpany.

"B% gompay left to reoplece “A" Compeny at 0830, A company @@=

T.0lET5 mectiig wad caiadd for 1020, Ihe mal o Loplics for dscus-
: sion were tho Colonel's viédw on discipline and training of the -

hattalion end the gquestionairre sent out by army to gether infor-

mation on the design of new tanks. all compeny commanders and
A sto Peterson had designs for improvements of tanks, ' - o <::>
i -8 -
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28 ~nOVEVBER, 1944 &COtha) : f

G

[N e

‘ " Capt. uwight had plans prepared for continued raige work
this time firing the 75.

29 ~OVEMBER, 1944

The tank companies went out to fire the 75:s on a range
prepared by l(apt, owight, The remainder of the day was spent on’
cleaning weapons and meintenance., Lt, Cook returned to duty from
the hospital. .he battalion commender was called to .iv, Hq. -at
1730. =~ Colonel from the 1l1th armored vivision visited ouwr oP.

He was observing methods of employment and use of a tank battalion,

30 NOVEMBER, 194k

The battalion changed its position to the vicinity of .ittersheim,
IP crossed at norbach at 080C and closed in bivouac at 0930, )
rosit on - 419 295, .ompany commanders meeting was called for 1100, -
~he remainder of the day was spent on maintenance and cleaning
equipment. .hirteen replacements were received and assigned to

companies immediatd y. The day was quiet. artillery could be heard
easiward, the rirst we heard for several days, ~ .

.or the Battalion [ommander;

Adjutant,
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HELDQUARTERS THIRTY SEVZNTH TANK BATTALICORN
APO 254, US Army

11 February 1945
SUBJZCT: Battalion Diary.

TO : The Adjutant General, Lth Armd Div, APO 254, US Army.

1 DECEAMBER 1944

The day was spent in carrying on the usual bivouac duties. The
Bettelion was still in the vicinity of Mittersheim. Col. Bleanchard called
at the C.P. and discussec his rlzn for the use of the Reserve Commznd. The
vlan wes in genmeral to natrol and outpost towns and villages in the division
arez: to stor civilian travel znd orotect initisl points such zs depots and
bridzes. No extensive nlins were made due to the fzct that the Battalion
was exrectec to return to CC4 shortly., Ur, Lubrano znd Szt licGuire collected
F.T.A's &nd money orders from men in the Battzlion

2 DECRMB:=R 1944

The Battalion wes notified by Capt. Lemison at 0030 that it would
move on order to the vicinity of Wegen st 0800. The route being Fenetrange,
Kerberge, Barendorff, Hershland to Wegen, At 0745 orders were received from
CCR to stand fast., The C.0. was called to Division Headcuzrers and on his
return the orders were issued that the Battalion would move 2t 1000 to an
arez just east of Mackwiller., The Battzlion completed the move and took up
positions on the high graund, locztion 555355, A message was received at
2400 for the Col, to take cannand of CCA at first lisht in the morning.

3 DECZVBER 1944

The Battalion camander went to CCA 2s C,0. Mejior Bautz took
comnand of the Battalion. l'zjor Bautz was called to CCA 2nd on his return
it wes learned that Col. ibrams would return as C,C. Word wus received that
the infantry was being counter attacked by tanks and infantry at Sarre Union.
"A" company wes ordered to proceed tc vicinity of Sarr Warden via Burbach,
wpn left at 14,00, The olatoon from 704 which was to eccompany Walters arrived
to late so wes semt back. At 1900 1t. Harris was ordered to risdorff to cont:e*
C.0. 104 Inf, Regt., and &lso It. Wzlters and report the situation. [Lt, Harris
revorted \izlters had gone forwarded to contact C.0. 1lst Bn 104 in Sarre Union,
to arrange for the attack in the morning. He also rerorted that it was be-
lieved the enemy atteck was supported by 4-6 tanks and one company of infantry.
At 2300 Walters called and informed the C,0., he would attack at 0700 in the
morning supoorted by the infantry, " Col. Abrams okayed the plans, At 2400
a message came that one Co, 37, would relieve a company of the 35th in the
morning. B Co was assigned the mission. Col., Abrems ordered to report to CCA
&l UBW in tne morning, bn's location at 555355, A Co located at 527385,



8n Diary, Hq 37tb Tenk 3n, 11 Fed 1945 Cont 'd:

4 DECEMBER 1944

1t. Welters moved imto Sarre Union supported by infantry of the 26th

Division at 0800. At 0%45 he reported the town cleesred with one enemy tank
destroyed and one enemy sniper killed. He had no casualties. B Co relieved
A/35 at hill 318 with the ad(ed mission of protecting the right flank. One
vlatoon of C Co meved tc position at 580359. At 1415 "C" Co was alerted to
move on order to 560400. At 4130 "A" company returned to the Bettalion aresa.
e remainder of the day and night was comparitively quiet. A great deal of
artillery wes observec moving imto position behind us.

5 DECEMBER 1944

"C" company was issued orders to move as soon as possible, to wicinity
555388, At 0545 the ertillery to our rear fired several heevy battelion
concentrations. The C.0O. wes ordered to Division Headquarters and issued
orders at 1015 for the attack. CCA and B were to jump off ené secure the
high ground across the river south of Dehlingen. After this was accomplished
the 27th Tk Bn would push through and continue northward with Rohrbach-les-
Bitche as its objective. Three vhase lines were (lst) road Dehlingen-Butten,
(2nd) roed Rohrling Schimdviller, (3rd) road Singling Bining. Artillery pre-
peretions were ordered by Col. Abrams and prevared and co-ordinated by Capt.
Cooke.

CCA and B secured their objectives vicinity 570410 and 610410 respectively
and the Battalion wassalerted to prepare for atteck at 1115 by Col. Abrams who
had gone forwsard to Odens position. The battalion moved out to attack and pro-
ceeded forward overcoming all resistance. The Battalion's objective was re-
eched and the Battalion was brought intc an assembly area 1000 yds south of
Rohrbach. Fourieen tanks were lost in the ovpermtion.

6 DECzLBER 1944

Orders were received to assault Bining and Rohrbach while CC3 took Sing-
ling. The force encountered enemy pill boxes and direct anti-tank and tank
fire. Most of the enemy resistance wes encountered from Singling and the high
ground about the town which hit our exvosed flank. CCB had not yet come up to
attack Singling so it was decided to teke this objective before proceeding on
to our own. This wes accomplished after overcoming stiff enemy resistance. In
the meanwhile the lst Bn, 328th Inf. 26th Division (which had been attached to
wr, woc crdered tc move imto Zining wmith /27 inm sunpert.
lished ageinst heevy opposition and the force occupied end outposted the town
thet night. By the time CCB had come up and relieved the force in Singling it -
was too dark for further action so the Battalion (less D Co) assembled in the
same positions held yesterday. :

During the afternoon an enemy artillery concentration of about sixty rounds
(estimated 105) fell in the vicinity of the Battelion C.P. killing three men
and injuring several others. The C.®. was moved a short distance and then at
1700 was moved again to an area just south of Schmidtviller. At 1930 word was
received to hold present position prepared to revel any counter-attack unt il

vatlipued ke the 19+h 2, T,
relievecs Ty the 14h 2. T
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7 DECZM3ER 1944

The Battalion remzined in the same position today. Co D and the
attzched Inf Bn repulsed several enemy counterattacks, Capt. lamison arrived
with orders for our relief, BEach compeny was to guide outfits of the 12th :,D,
to their positions and then assamble in the vicinity of Schmidtviller,

8 DECEM3ZR 1944

At 0030, the Battalion moved to vieinity of P-555-355, 1In the
morning the Battalion moved back to Mittersheim for re-organization, rest
and rehabilitation. At 1100 a comreny commanders meeting was held, At that
time “he Battalion C.0, gave out the plzns for the next few days,

9 DECEMBER 1944

At 0900 this morning, Lt. Col. ibrams attended a Unit Commenders
meeting. This zfternoon 2 commany cormanders meeting wes held, At thet time
+. Col. Abrums stzted that the next two days would be spent setting the
personnel cleaned up. He also spoke on subjects which the companies would
include in +heir trazining. Gunnery and driving were stressed and this train-
ing wes to be concluded with range firing of all weapons.

10 DECEMBER 1944

A training schedule was published for the next few days &nd an over-
1oy issued of the firing range. This afternoon five R and one officer (Capt.
Hzys) left on furlough for U.S.A. Capt Mcllzhon was at this time appointed Bn
S-2. At 16L5 we were visited by General Gaffey, C.G. of the 4th A,D. Effect-

* ive today the 37th Tk Bn is in "CCR"

11 DECEMBER 1944

At 0945 Cept. Lamison returned fram CCR with information that CCR
is comrosed of the 37th, 53rd, A/70L and 489 Hq. At 1100 Maj. Churchill of
CCK visited the C.B., Col Blanchard C.0. of CCR arrived at 1120 for 2 confer-
ence concerning training schedules and tamk status. Col Blenchard remained
for dinnmer with Lt. Col. Abrams., At 1215 Generzl Fatton arrived, He visited
Service Co lfess. Lzter z picture was tzken of Lt. Col. Abrems and Maj, Bautz
conferring with General Fatton. The Col. pinned lst Lt bars on Lt. Walters,
C.C. of Compeny Ao There wis no plzn for movement of the battz=lion and it
wes believed we would be there for at least five more dzys. The Division
was to be held in Corps Reserve until there was a brezk through, Miovies were
to be held dzily at 1800 =nd 2000 while the Battalion was at Mittersheim,

12 DECEMEER 1944

This morning Lt. Col. Gillis (&x. O. "CCR") visited the Battalion.
After a talk with Lt. Col. Abrams he went to the range with Capt. ‘Dwight to
viztch the firing, on which he commented favorably. The Compznies continued
with their 2raining throughout the dey,

I
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13 DECEMBER 1944 ‘

This morning the Compznies turned in lzundry and took showers.
Early this zfternoon Lt, Col. Abrams wes interviewed by a war corresoondent,
A Company commanders meeting was held at 1600 at which Capt, Dwight geve the
situztion on the western front., Yovies were shown for zll by a Captain from
the Air Corps, demonstrating strafing by F-47's., At 1500, a teleohone message
from Lt. Col, Gillis ordered one company alerted, The Battalion commander and
Comrenr cormander were to report to Gener=l 3zffer at 1600. At 1745 when the
Battalion €.0. returned it was learned that A Company would support the 87th
Infentry Division, The Col., and Co. Comuander were to go to ichen in the
morning for instructions,

14 DECEYBER 1944

Battzlion was still bivoueced in and =zround }ittersheim, Battalion s
strength consisted of 25 medium tznks and 13 lirht tanks, plus the normal
supoortinz venicles, Lt. Col. Abrams cnd Lt., Wzlters, (C.O. A/37) received
their orders from the C. G. 87th Infentry Dividon and returned. At aporox-
imetely 1230 4/37 marched to an area in the vicinity of Etting, 2 distznce
of 21 miles, recching there about 1700.

15 DECATER 1944

4/37 joined the 346th Infentry Reziment and were cormitted, The
mission of the regiment was to tzke hill 378 (650-579), NA of Erchins., At
1000 15 December the force attacked, A/37 leading, and took the objective,
During this action Lt, Walters was seriously wounded and 2nd Lt. Whitehill ‘
assuned commznd of the company. At dusk the 346th Infantry Regiment was re-—
lieved by the 345th Infentry Regiment. At the same time, A/37.wes resupolied
br sending tznks buck to Service Company trucks. Gés and ammunition was
carried to the cormany nosition on the rezr decks of tanks. A section of
Battzlion Ren rletoon aided in coordin=ting the resuprly. At about 1000 on
15 December the remzinder of the Bettelion was zlerted. Lt, Col. ibrams
together with Cart. Lamison, the liaison officer, went forward to the C.r. of
the 87th Division. it 1500 Lt. Col. Abrims sent & rzdio message to lMaj. Beutz,
the executive officer, to move the Battzlion forward over 2 prearranged route,
At zbout 1800 leading elements of the Battzlion reached an area outside and
west of Fermingen vhere it was serviced,

16 DECEMBZR 1944

The 345th moved to attack toward the woods to the north of hill 378.
A Co was to support with direct fire from & vosition 1 kilometer north of hill
378, However, little fire was needed. A Campany was thus the first company
of the Division to enter Germany proper. On the morning of the 16th, the
Battalion (less A/37) moved forward through Kulhausen, Achen, Hiesviller,
Woelfing and to a position about 2% kilometers east of Rimling. A/37 was then
relieved by C/37 at about 1500. At abaut 1400, Lt. Col, Abrams was again called .
to the 87th Infantry Dividon, G-3 for orders, Upon receiving them he went to
the regimental C.F., of the 3L7th Infantry and discussed plans for attaching

B/37 to that regiment.
- ®
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17 DECEMBER 194

At 0900 17 December Cart . Leach returned from the hospital and
took cormand of B/37. During his absence the Co. had been camanded by lst
Lt, R.M, Cook. Capt. lLeach revorted to the regimental C.C. and arrangements
were made to place direct fire on Walsheim while the infantry attacked., There
woes a stream between Gersheim and Welsheim which was unfordable, It was nec-
essary to cross the stream by going through Gersheim. At zbowxt 1700, B Co
moved into Gersheim, However the bridge was blown and 2 vlace was found to
make 2 crossing. The engineers recorted it clear of rines, obul, when a tank
attempted to cross, it ran over a mine and the suspension system was destroyed,
A further check disclosed Reigal and Tellermines. The engineers then laid a
treadwey and B/37 proceeded into town and outposted the town of *zlsheim,
#hile outposting Walsheim they received direct anti-tank fire, Capt Leach's
tank was hit but there were ro casuzlties. During the nisht heavy zriillery
and mortar fire wes received and B/37 suffered seven wounded and one killed.

C/37 during tnis veriod having relieved A/37 was supporting the
345th, C/37 attacked with the 345th into the woods, 1 kilometer N,¥, of
Erching with the mission of clezrinc the woods, It wes zn unsatisfactory
mission for tanks. During the time that C Co was attached to the 345th
their mission was confined to reducing enemy machine gun fire and evacuating
wounded on tanks, C/37 was under heavy artillery fire zlmoet constantly.

18 DECELEBER 1944

The 18th of December was much the same as the day before, The 87th
Infartry Division held 11 the 37th Tanks nearly in their same place, During

this time some artillery and mortar fire was received,

19 DECEMBER 194LL

At 0860, word wes received that the battalion was to be withdrawn

"and moved back to littersheim. From there it would follow the remainder of the

Division which had zlready stirted moving north to participeste in the 3rd Army
counter—attack of the German push in Belgium. Caot, Dwizht, Bn S-3, was sent
to CCR, Lth A.D., to obtzin the details. In the meantime }’zi, Pellegrom of
CCR arrived at the Battalion with necesszry details, During the rorning
compenies in combzt were withdrawn, zssembled, znd rezdied for the march.

Lt. Col., ibrams announcecd that the Battclion would move t 130¢, The
Dzttalion arrived et Vittersheim at 1530. A3 1700 there wzs & company
commanders meeting., Orders were issued for the Battaliorn to be ready to march
at 0830, 20 December. is much of this situation as wus xnowm, ereny and
friendly, was explained to the company commanders.,

20 DECZMBER 1944

At 0830, 20 December, 1944, the battalion moved out. It continued
to march until the head of the column rezched Yeix-le-Tize (N.%. of Longwy),
at 2330 after having traveled 120 miles, The route generally followed: Mitter-
sheim, Loraange, Font-a-l’ousson, Conflens, znd Lonwy. The completion of the
march meznt thzt the 3zttzlion had been in four countries in two dzys; nemely
Germany, Frante, Luxembourg and Belgium. -
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21 DECEXBER 194L

O

The 21st of December was spent doing maintenznce work, During this ?3
time the persomnel of the Battzlion was acquiring a better nicture of the gf
general situation, i

- Z
22 DECHIBER 194l “

At 0730 on 22 December 1944, the Battalion wes ordered to move to .
an area N,E, of Wolkrage (610-180), At 1230 the Battalion again moved, this T
time to an area 2 miles north of Arlon (609-249). ic 7

B

At aporaximately 2300 on 22 December, orders were received from %

CP that the objective for the following dey would be Biganville, :
F

23 DECZMBER 1944

The Battalion moved out at 0600, The order of merch wes B/37,
B/53, 37-59. D/37 wes to remain as commend post guzsrd for CCR. The route
of march was Ferle, Holtze to Flatzbourghoff. The assault and mortar platoons
established OP's and registered. The first enemy contact wes gained just
south of Flatzbourghoff by B Co in the form of mortar, small arms and direct
L.T, fire, Enemy infantry was seen with white capes and helmets. Orders were
issued by the Battalion C.0. for the attack., Tanks were to advence cross
country with infantry mounted on tanks and the remainder in half tracks.
Artillery preparations were lzid on the woods and possible anti-tank positions, <:::>
The attack was launched and the objectives were taken., Orders were then
issued to proceed on toward 3egonville, However, before Begonville could be
rezched it was to dark., The hich ground north of Fletzbourghoff wes posted,
The losses for the day were two medium tanks destroyed, one officer and three
enlisted men killed in action. The enemy losses were 2 SP, 75 1%, 1 German
overzted Sherman tak. The enemy dead were estimzted at thirtv. Orders were
received from CCR to attzck Bigonville at first light. ‘

25, DECZMBER 194LL

The battalion with Infentry and artillery support was to attack
Bigonville at 0800, The plan was for A Company to attack down the main road
into town 2nd 3 Co to enter the center of town fram the west side, B Co reczchec
town first flowed by infentry in half tracks., B Co was held up by Bazooka fire
and haed to wait for the infxzntry to clear the sector. Resistznce consisted of *
smzll arms, artillery, bazo~ka, mortar &and direct A.T, fire, The infantry ad-
vinced slowly into the west edge of town and the attack continued, B Co then
received orders from Battalion to leave the towns and secure the high ground
at the narth edge of town. A/37 with A/53 was to continue through the town
and clean it out. By nightfall the nigh ground to the north and east of the
vill:ze h=d been tzken and outnosted. Yost of the towvn hac been clezned out, -
Enemy casuelties were unknovm dead, 428 prisoners (pvaratroopers, some being
viomen). Thirty-nine Americen enlisted men and three officers who hed been
CriSoners .ere rescued. 4vwo 4u !l HOlOrs ax Guns, one 2= ton TTUCK, one ll
ton truck, two 4 ton trucks and one wzter trailer were taken.



http:pictt:.re

pp—esp-r- T

i

i

‘ Bn Diary, HQ 37th Tank Bn, 11 Peb 1945 Cont'd; ;g
24 DECEMBER 1944 CONT'D: i:

: z

The Bn held defensive positions on the high ground and awaited orders. ;l

Orders were received from CCR to move st 0030 from our present position the :';-

Divigion's left flank. ’ ) ]

26 DECEMBER 1944 -

» . {:

- At 0030 the Bn moved out to start a thirty mile march to the Divisiem =
left flank. Co "D" proceeded to the town of Bercheuz. The remainder of the <

Bn went into en assembly ares 1 kilometer SW of Bercheuz to await orders. z

The head of the column moved cut from an area S¥ of Bercheu: at 1230, F

efter having completed & thirty (30) mile night march from Bigonville, The
camposition of the column was as follows;

D/37
B/53
1 Sqd. Eng. (Halftraok)
c/704
ff A/37
A/63
c/37
c/63
B/37 ,
94th FA to support from preseant location.

The immediate plan of action was as follows.

Acoording to S-2 information Vaux lLes Rosieres had very few enemy in
it. Petite Rosieres was known to oontain more enemy. D/37, B/63, Eng, and
C/704 were to continue through Vaux Les Rosieres in column, and without halt.
At Petite Rosieres, D/37 would continue to march and take upe position on the
high ground NE of the village. Their position to be supplemented by C/704.
Captain Mcliahon, Bn S~-2, was in command of this group. B/53 was to olear the
town out, which they did, teking sixty-five (65) prisoners.

The remeinder of the column was to turn E in Petite Rosiere and proceed
toward Nives, and Cobreville. The first element to turn here was A/S7; this
. company assisted by A/53 cleared Nives., A4s this was going on C/37 plus C/53
proceeded to Cobreville and cleared that town. This was completed by 1430,
Artillery support on these towns was provided on oali by the 94th FA. These
fires were prearranged.

It was reported by Lt. Boggess, C.0., Company "C", that the bridge
Just out of Cobreville on the road to Removille had been blown, producing s
large crater. The bulldozer was ordered forward and proceeded to f£ill the
orater with a large stone wall that was nearby. The tanks of C/37 and A/S7
overwatohed this operation. This was completed at approximately 1615 and C/S7
Fius C/53 proceeded to the high ground W of Removille and cverlooking the towa.

‘ f{sd'liz?elc‘f {‘kr%l” r%%°%$.int° Removilie on the road, all guns firing and supported
-7 -
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25 DECEMBER 1944 CONT'D:

Ls A/37 and A/53 procosded to clear the toim, C/37 and C/53 moveddown &nd
along the W odge of torm. While this was going on B/37 %ook up a position or
hizh ground about one (1) kllometer NW of Cobreville, this to cover to the N&.
Lfter Removille was cleared the town wes outposted ama A and B/37 exchanged
postions, and C/37 took up & position N of the tom. There was no artiliory
fire on this town due %o the proximity of CC®B” on the B flank. Over three
hundred (800) prisoners were taken from the town. The command epent the might
of 26-2¢6 December in these positions.

26 DECEMBER 1944

4t 0925, the nrtillery oponed up on Remichampagne, ond the Bois De Cohet.
Similtaneously as the tanks ond infontry started moving N, and the ortillery was
pouring it on, the P-47's started ©o bomb and strafe. The Bois de Cohet wms
given a good going over. The ocoordination of tanks, infantry, artillery, and
air was to perfection, Planes come over tanks et antemna altitude and strafed
to the fron®. The combimation of artillery and planes took care of the Bois
de Cohet, which was the unknown quantity.

In the attack on Remichampagne B/37 and B/63 paralleled the NS road from
Removills to Remichampagne and swung over and into Remichampagne frea the S,
C/37 plus C/53 moved to the W of ths town oovering the town, and we ready to
support with direct fire. Artillery fire was kept on the town as long as poss-
ible and then supplamted by direct fire fram C/37. Uthon Remichampagne wos

- cieared up, B/37 and B/53 moved to a position just SW of Cloohimont and over-

looking that town. Artillery fire was put oo Clochimont, C/37 and C/53 moved

tc a position about one (1) kilameter NW of Remicharpagne to cover the HW fionk.
At tho present stage the time was approximately 1430. 4A/37 moved %o the high
ground NW of Clochimont to cover in direction of Sidret and Villeroux. At
approximately 1500 and continuing for almost an howr, hunareds of C=4T's came
over and flow to Bastogne droppinmg supplies %to the garrison there.

At 1520, Lt. Col. Abrams called up Captain Duight, Bn S-3, and ordered him

to bring C/37 and C/53 forwurd to B/37's position, saying "this is it.°

Upon reeching B/37's position ths orders were given by Colonel Abrams,
They were oo followss

C/87 and C/53 will march on Assenois, go through it ond continuc on until
contact io made with olemonto of ¢the 10lst Airborme Division. B/63 will follow
and will clean ocut Agsomois. C/87 and C/53 wili bo umder comemd of Captain
Dwight and will bo supported by three (3) Battalicas of 106 ond one (1) Ba
of 1b5mm artillery. Artillery %o be on call from onyone in tne force omnd to
be lifted by coll, The artillery will hit ¢the town of Assenoig ond the edges
of both woods to tho N of Agsonois,
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26 DECEMBER 1944 CONT'D

After all tank commanders and infantry platoon lesdere were given the
gituation the force moved out at 1610, tanks leading, as is customary.

Upon coming ipto sight of Assenois, Lt. 3oggees, called for the prepared
artillery fire. The fire came like the reins, few if any rounds missing their
mark. AS the edge of the town was reached Lt. Boggess oalled for the fire to 1lift
and proceeded into the town without waiting for the fire to cease.

Due to the heavy artillery fire two tanks were unable to fine their way
through town. One infantry halftreck got forwerd into the tank oolumn. Ome half-
~rack suffered a direct hit in the town. None of the tanks were fired upon by the
enemy in the town, although there was considerable ineffective anti-tank fire as
the column approached the towm.

As the force left Assencis it was composed as followss: Lt. Boggess' tank,
lt. Wrolson's taenk, another tank, a break in the column of approximately 300 yards,
an infantry halftrack, another tank and the S-3's tank.. 411 went well as the force
proceeded on, firirg 30 calibre machine guns into the woods on both sides of the
rcad, During the aforementioned break in the column, the enemy threw Teller-mines
on the road in & bottle neck created by the woods. The infantry half-track hit
one of these mines and wag destroyed, catching fire immediately. After the mines
were thrown into the ditches, the work being done under cover of 50 calibre fire
from & tank, the two remaining tanks oontinued on and rejoined the leading element
which by this time (1650) had ocontacted elements of the 326th Engineers of + he
10lst Airborne Division. In the meantimee, B/5$ started to clear out Assenois,
and Colonel Abrams sterted forward with the remeinder of C/63 and two C/37 tanks.

By this time there wesoonsiderable activity in Assenois which contained an enemy

Bu and Regimental CP's. Some 428 prisoners were finally taken fram the town.

During this time Captain Dwight was met by Brigadier General McAuliffe,
acting Commanding General of the 10lst Airoorne Division, who came to the perimeter
defenses of Bastogne.

By 1830, all of C/37 and C/63 had taken up positions on *the perimeter
defense. Colonel Abrems went to the 10lst Airborme Division CP to make arrsnge-
ments to get their trains through. C/63 lost five (5) half-tracks on the mission.
One by our own artillery, one by mines, and three by bazooka fire. It was obvious,
after the battle, that the force would heve had considerable troubel if it had
weited for the artillery to lift.

Colonel Abrams called Colomd Jacques at approximately 1930 and asked to

have 4/63 come up and clear the edges to the woods North of Assenois. This was
done .
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ey

~ve piizck 7ros started chortl- efter

Dacember, 19h 2, the road was safe for pessage of all types of vehzclos. 3
+38k wee oerformed sgeinst strong enezy opposition and in an heav11y 'oodbd.

arat.

sea ot

[N

=727 escorted ths treins ol the 10 1st and IOth Armored into BASTOGNE.
mhe -reins consisted of some forty (40) +rucks and seventy (70) . ambulances.iﬂﬂp
to +4is time 3727 hes coveréd the N¥ flar: from the same geﬂeral areu'it todk

-5 ~Za
ty on te U ZUlle . -
h

4737 end /37 held their positioms until 0815, -28 Decemberl'lggg.

- - « -t K
v —en* into an gssemblv erea in the
snent ir rest and maintenance. Bn. HQq.,
erex, UL “ne mar,h,»i ree irucks of

new grti-tenk fire.

(6]

D Frm ol

.

The town of Bastogne was hombed inat right, The Zaltelion suffered
no damage ai that time.

Tn the ares bstween CLOTHIKOLT and ASSENCIS were seven (7) anti-tank
gurc of 7Smm or larger, one blocking the entrance to ASSENOIS. Between ASSZNOIS
end the perimeter’ defense of BASTUSIZ were eight (8) more guns. --In the woods RS
or both sides of the road north of ASSELUIS were 25 - 30 mssorted enemy vehicles,
including full track prime movers. There was at least one bazooka to every .
£ive (5) ensmy scldiers. The eghove weagons were ineffective due {o fast,
decisive movement, and accurais, well coordinzated artillery fire, coupled with
excellent air support.

- RN

During the above operations the sirength of the line companies-never
exceeded thie figures below: :

"L" Company 11 tenks 2 0fficers
nz" Jompany ) 8 tenks 1 Officer
w2 Company © tanks 2 Ufficers
3" Company 12 tanks 1 Officer
1usk of the time the operetive vehicles were below those shomm. .

O mT AT T T "0¢r2 _

b Lodissais oy - T2

Scmbers were over agalp at 0500 this mornlng. The d= y broke cloucy
and did nct looP good a&s far as air support for troops ir Bastogne, _

C/37 received smell arms fire froz woods to their Southeest ‘st 1000,
uon Pomﬂnnv wes alerted to aid the 53r2 -t ¢clearirng out some woods between the

,,» ~ ~ e - =2 P - . - PN F N N 1
recad up whicn e had edvanced ond (ne Tall roed Just Nerir of As5358u0ls.
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last five ettnciis wer

Tornine,

s:trious demege resulted,

at 0945, 4, order of
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-t LR X0 8 S UIRA
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rere LT . L
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» \ PR =
Fog was heavy meking vls:bility_glggst ril, Yo _enemy were found .in- thes
Reeonneigsane

A ce Platoon went to Assdnoi
-Battalion cp, ' oo

8 7in search of 2

A pletéon of ihe 467f5t111‘Batfaiiiﬁ'éibﬁﬁttecﬁéé to the 37+h%P
surrori sgainst eir attack,

Plens were made tgq
tonight, S '

open fire on enemy planew

ote Col. Abreme.hae gone to, Divisior

B i
su < routes

29 _DECIISEIR, 1944 ) . §
‘ At 0030, a cell came from the 1013%'Airborne‘fo be glert for g- i ‘.
possidle push from the porth and Northeast, Captain Lamisor was callegd to - N
the 101st Airborne Division CP at D500,

(A% 0530, Lt. North went to ocR ae'
Lieison Officer, -Captein it} hat we were to move to.
the vicinity of.Cloqhimont, 515522, ' _ o

'

- .

At 1900, Zestozne was bombed &nd strafed by en unknown number of’

enemy ol-res, A nrumber of rmeer hiig ¥ere scored on our Betteljon Area,fjuajor _
Tautz's tenk wes nearly hit. 4 direct hit was scored on “p" Company'sﬁkitchehﬂ-“
iruck., Cne mow wos seriously injured. e Zettalion cooverated with the
Rrti-elrcrsfi plstoon in firihe on the olenes, . E

The aren ‘vas bomhag ahout six (€ tizes during the right, " The ' -

lighter than the first. Ir -the course of the night, o
& : ’ .
three erems nlnnes wmgre domwnecd. .

Créers were received to move 4o Clochimon+t at 0°C0 tormorrow

32 DooTTon 19844 . ’ .
= —
“he ':'Jf'{'":'tf‘?‘} Sren e

"% TAS zgeir bombed heevily et 8712, dut no

o

At 0900, the Battaljon moved out for Clochimont end errived there

March wag Hq Co, Dy A, 2, €, and Service(elpmeqtg;j

~
. L

A Comnany Jommanderg meeting wag held.

- ! e T 5 !
'CoUnterattecks_madefduri )
the nighi had been reovulsed. ¥e were to be ready to move at enytime in the
- ll'-'_
) - ~
- ) . N
/’:." t - - LI . . _ e
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-wars ¢F en attack on eliler flank. Reports 1nd1c§$oﬁ that enemy
yrifsrms ere infiltreting through -our -lines. = - 7. .

go‘one‘ 2lancherd of CCR brought orders -at 1545 £
we viginity of ”haumov., 5§1848S,7t0 be in position in case ©
f‘ o ".\nﬂka ) - PR “‘. V- .. . : ‘ :

at 1220. The oraer of merchr was REN,”

I Lty Ay arrived at the agsembly aree &t 1700.
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£ e wicht RS Quiet as Was this

Y
4+kig morning.

This afterncon the Battalion received three (3, new :‘nks with =

rrorent suspension system and wider track. Five (5) officers and eleven

enlisted men rﬁenfo*csmeﬂts grrived this afternoon. . )

puring the ricg Hqi*‘

ht enemy eircreft strafed our bivouac =ree.
ever, Mo damage resulted. .

For the Batt=ziion Gommeanders
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HEADQUARTERS THIRTY SEVENTH TANK BATTALION Enr 1
APO 254, US Army

-

11 February 1945

SUBJSCT: Battalion Diary
TC : The Adjutant General, Ath Armd Div, AFO 254, US Army

1 JANUARY 1945

The first visitor of the New Year was Majar Churchill from CCR. Col.
Abrams, Division Surgeon and Col, Dorado, CWS also were morning visitors at the
CF. Col. Oden from the 35th Tank Bn., was an early afternoon visitor. Capt.
lacison brought word that the 53rd Inf. and 94th FA were attached to CCA and
that the 37th was on the boundry of it, 4t 1830, liajor Bautz went to CCA and
returned with word that tne Bn, was to be ready to move in the event of enemy
activity on (CA's flank. Orders would come through CCR. ‘At 2140, one enemy
plane dropped fragmentation bambs in owr area, causing eleven casualities and
killing one enlisted man from D Co.

2 JANUARY 1945

The battalion was still at Chaumont. The day was spent carrying out
usual bivouac duties. General Gaffey visited the CP at 1205 and discussed the
bombing and enlisted replacements. A division bomb disposal man arrived to
dispose of an unexploded bomb. Col. Blanchard, CO of CCR, visited the CP at
1,25, Gen. Dager, the (G of CCB, visited the CP and gave the CO the general
situation and plans in case of attack. At 1600, Ma jor Bautz went to Service
Compary and Division Ordnance due to a message that tank and assistant drivers
had not reported there. At 1857, e message was received from lajor Bautz that
everytning was settled and he would retwrn in the morning,

3 JANUARY 1945

At 1100, this morning, Lajor Farker from the 94th FA Bn., brought word
(rumor) that we were in (CB with 53rd Inf, 22nd FA, and trat we were to move out.
Cant. lamison reported to CCB. At 1410, Cept. lamison returned from CCB with tie
following information: e are now in the 8th Corps in reserve, iie will not move
today. licn. has gone to reconnoitre routes to Bras Haut and back to Neuchateau.
This is to cover an attack from the west, At 2300, we received word to be ready
to move at daylight, All companies have been alerted.

4 JANUARY 1945

At 0700, everyone was preparing for movement. At 0855, Capt, Lamison
arrived and reported that the sitwation is not clear. Gen. Gaffey is trying to
get the division assembled and Corps keeps alerting us, The Col. retwrned from
CCB et 1020 with information that the 10lst aiirborne Div, was being attacked by

the 9th sSS a2nd 12th SS but would not need help unless the 10th SS was coutdtted.

the 4th Armared was alerted to take care of any threat with CCB leading., Flans
vwere given out to be followed if we are ordered to move, Capt, Mckahon went to
25th Cave CP to find out a2bout the situation., He returned with their call signs
and we will check with them on (W. He also determined the location of the frort

lines, Nc further enemy activity was reportﬁq% Capt. Tiegs rejoined the Bn. today.
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Bn. Diary, Hg 37th Tank Bn. 11 FPebruary 1945 cont'd:

5 JANUARY 1945

At 0900, Capt. Mcliahon again visited the 25 Cav. CF. He later returned
with an overlay showing the disposition of front line troops. At O9.5, Capt. Lam-
ison returned froz CCB with an overlay showing the front lines. He took back with
him the overlay Capt. lclahon had received fromw the 25th Cav. Gen, Gaffey visi-
ted the CP. An irmy Historical Dept. officer later arrived to interview Capt.
Dwight on past operation. In the afternoon we were visited by It. Col, Olbun,
executive ofiicer of v9B. Capt. larison brought an overlay showing fromt as of
133C, Jan 5th.

6 JARUARY 1945

At 1030 this morning, Gen. Dager visited the battalion and gave the CO
the situ=tion. CCB called tne CC this worning in regards to a new 50cal. MG that
may be mounted as a co-axial LG in the tanks. The day generally passed unevent-
gully, with the battalion ergaged in their usual bivousc duties, ‘

7 JANUARY 1G4S

It. Col. Himelick from G-l visited the CF this morning and discussed the
after-action report. The Bu. CO retwned from trying out the new fifty and thirty
cal. ¥G. He gave them both high praise., At 1820, the 6th AD reported enemy
counterattacks moving south along main road from kagaret P6059, consisting of tank
and infamry. At 1920, the OF reports enemy counterattack now under control., At
1945, we received & report from a friendly CFP at 575554 reporting a peculiar oder
which he suspected wes gas. A test of friendly elements establisted thet it was
not gas. .

8 JANUARY 1945

it 0900, Lt. Col. Abrams went to arnother demonstration éf firing with
the Air Corps 50 ecal. }G. e received a report at 1130 from a friendly unit's CF
that enmemy personnel had been observed at 588557, it 1730, the CC retwrned with
orders to move to the vicimity of Assenois. CCB was to support the 10lst Airbourne
who are to attack tomorrow, The order of Larch was: D, A, B, C, Ha, B/704. The
head of the coluxn moved out at 2015 and arrived at Assenois at 2300, after tra-
veling a distance af approximately 3z miles,

TBONDANDICFEN AT THE NATINNAI
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9 JANUARY 1945

At 0620, a message was received from CCB to have an officer guide from
B/70L repart to 10lst CF (Isle lepre) Co—ord 535-566 by 0700 this AM. White
camouflage paint mixture was to be picked up today from Engr GR Supply Office at
DCP. The CO visited CCB at 0930 and returned with infarmation that the 10Olst did
not jump off as scheduled. They are to make it at 1100 this AV, The 35th Inf,
has moved over to take a small sector. The SOth Inf. bas taken over the ground
left by the 35th Inf. A T/Sgt from Army Ristorical Service cams to the CP, bring-
ing with him a repart of the action at Singling for owr approval, Capt. lamison
at 1400 brought the following infarmation: The 101st has not jumped off today.
iie are to move North of pastogne, the 53rd moves at 1500 and we at 1600, Order of
yarch: D, A, C. B, Hgy; 10lst and L AD are to attack tomorrow, The 10lst will be
on the far left. The head of the column moved out at 1600 and arrived at the
assemhly area at 1700. The assembly area was 1 mile hartheast of Bastogne P575595.
At 1930 the CC returned from CCB with plans for the attack tomorrow. Everyane
attacks at 090C, 10lst attacks zlong the rain road from Bastogne to koville. The
boundary line between us and the 101st is the railroad tracks, we are to attack
with infamtry from the 53rd. Combat commnds abreast, CCB left, CCA right. Cr-
ders were issued for the attack to be coordinated with adjacent units by the bat-
talion comands.

10 JANURY 1945

Flans were to move out to the attack at 0900, 10 January 1945. The bat-
talion moved out at that time toward Oubourcy 6136l6. Irogress was comparat ively
slow due to mortar and artillery fire. Bazooka teams and machine gun squads were
numerous in the heavy woods through which we were compelled to wark, "Alcompany
encourtered one AT gun and three SF guns. ‘he AT gun was destroyed and two of
the SPs, the other was damaged. Ccoprdination between units was good. At 1L00,
ar. order came through CCB to infiltrate a few vehicles at & time back to the vi-
cinity of pois D'Hazy. <The 10lst Asirboune was to remain and the 6th AD to move
left and occupy the sector left by the 4tn AD. The enemy casualties today were
2 SF guns, 1 AT gun, &nd fifty enemy personnel killed. The battalion infiltrated
back, assembled, and zovea as a unit beck to the area North of Assenois.

11 JANUARY 1945
I

The morning was spent waiting for word to move south, at 1630, the bat-
taliorn coved en order to Itzig, Luxertowrg. The order of lLarch was: Ren, D, Ha,
Hc Co, Ay, B, C, Sve The march was made over very icy roeads., The battalion arrived
in the assembly area at 0300, 12 January 1945, after covering a distance of sixty

miles.
12 JANUARY 194

Capt. Tiegs today assumed corrand of "C" campany. The companies spent
the day in securing billets and perforring raintenance on the vehicles,

13 JANUARY 1945

-:ord was received from CCB that we were to move to some other towns SW
of Luxembourg, Ren and billeting officers were sent to these towns to make arrang-
eremts. Seventy-four replacemerts, all tank ren, arrived ct Division Control
Foint far this battalian.
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1, JANUARY 1945 :

The battalion remained at Itzig, awaiting word from CCE to move to
new towns. Men were sent from various companies to shower poimt far ghowers, _
severty enlisted men tlree officer reinforcements arrived today and were ascignef:

to the compenies. '

NAL 'f‘lli 4

NAT

15 JANUARY 1945

TS

The battalion received word today to move to the new towns. The new
Jocation of the various units was: Ha, Hq Co, and D at Dippech; Service Co
and A at Reckange; B Co at Limpach; and C company at Bettange. All units were
moved in the afternoon. 4 distance of approximately thirty kilometers was
traveled.

i SR IRRRTRRS ARETEN of AN W

16 JANUARY 1945

-~

General Dager visited the battalion CO. He discussed the subjects
of carouflage and enemy counterattacks. General Gaftey, division CG, arrived
and mresented Lt. Col. Abrams with a second Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver
Star for the action which opened the road to Bastogne. le were authorized to
send eighteen enlisted men and six officers to Paris on pass., O(ne comparny, uph,
was placed on & one-hour alert.

17 JAKUARY 1945

This morning at 1030, the entire battalion was placed on a one-howr alert. At

At 0300, the six officers and eighteen enlisted men left for Paris.
1300, the Battalion CC left for a unit cormander's meeting. ‘

18 JANUARY 1945

At 0845, a Comparny Corirander's meeting was held. iie had three tac-
tical missions to perform in case of enemy counterattack: first, possible threats
sround the City of Luxembourg or south of Luxembourg; second, one division CC
must be on z one-hour a2lert for twenty-four hours; third, the area must be se-
cured against airbourne attack. Llooting, handling of prisoners of war, and
security were also discussed at this time. Movies will be shown daily. 5%
passes to Luxembourg will be given in the near future. The second group of
officers and enlisted men left todey for a visit to Faris.

19 JiNU:RY 1945

The battalion was placed on division alert today. The companies were
engeged in driving instruction and dry runs on gunnery and fire orders.

20 JANUARY 1945

General Dager, OG of CCB, visited the battalion this morning and
talked with Capt. Dwight. Liotion-pictures were shown today to all campanies.

|



Bn Diary, Hg 37th Tank Bn. 11 February 1945 cont'd:

21 JANUARY 1945

Today the battalion was again placed on division alert and must be
ready to move on & one hour notice at any time during the twenty-four howrs.
The companies were to comtinue their practice driving and to engage in both
road marches and cross~country driving.

22 JANUARY 1945

The battalion was engaged today in white-washing all vehicles far
camouflage purposes. At 1600, the CO was called to see the (G of the Lth AD.
Upon his return a company commanders' meeting was held. CCB would move to
support the S5th Inf. Div,, if necessary. iie would move by one of two routes
as shown. If we do not move, firing for the companies will start tomorrown.
A parazraph was read from the 4th AD G-2 report giving the German opinion of
the Lth AD. We are a dangerous outfit to oppose because we are a "crack" ar-
nored division,

23 JANUARY 1945

At 0800, Co "A" statted firing on the range. Sgt. Gutgsell trought
word from CCB at 1030 that we would move this afternoon., S-1 is to remain here
and each company is to leave a detachment at town to keep it clear, Service Co.
remzined at Reckange. At 1500, the liaison officer brought the route and time
of march., iwe move from Dippach at 1610 to Luxembourg, then north to guides,

The head of the column moved out at 1610 and arrived at location at 1800, after
traveling about 28 kilometers. The location of the companies was as follows:
Bn Hc, Hg Co, and D Co at Reckange-les<iersch, C Co at Luntingen, and A & B Co
at Brousch.

24, JANUARY 1945

It. Col. Clbun, the Executive Officer of CCB visited the Battalion CO
this morning. At 1300, one officer from each company was sent on a reconneis-
sance of routes, troops and bivouac areas, and bridges.

25 JANUARY 16945

It. Col. Abrams visited CCB this morning and upon his retwrn held a
cocpary cormanders' meeting. At this meeting he spok& about standards of dis-
cipline and cleaning of clothes. A daily formation will be held in each company

to read the news and give oul any pertinent information to the troops. A1l

areas are to be kept clean and billets inspected daily bty the of{icers. The
light tanks will soon be replaced by new light tanks or pediums,

26 JANUARY 1945

Companies spent the morning on the range. At 1230, a message was re-
ceived from CCB to send a reconnaissance party to their CP by 1330 to look over
a situation received fram Olympic. The Ren. party was to be ready to reconnoiter
an area for part of owr battalion. If the 80th Division doesn't reach their
objective before being relieved, the Lth AD will take over their sector. The
4Lth will consist of CCB (51st, 10th, 53rd, plus A/37 if needed), , Further details
will be availeble in the morring. Capt. Dwight went to CCB and then reconnociter-
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Bn. Diary, Hq 37th Tank Bn. 11 February 1945 cont'd:
27 JANUARY 194

This morning "D" company men were given driving instruction by the
nstaff Tanks" in anticipation of the arrival of new lights or mediums for PD"
comparny. No word has as yet been received on povembnt. Capt. Dwight investi-
gated the area which he had reconnoitered and found that tne 80th's relief has
arrived, We were visited this afternoon by Lt. Col. Parker and Capt. Cook from
the 94th FA. :

28 JANUARY 1945

g company was firing on the range this morning. range guard from
nRpn company took two German prisoners from a Chapel near his post. Prisoners
were turned over to battalion S-2 and then to CCB. nDr company continuved driv-
ing instructions given by nstaff Tanks! This afternoon CCB phoned Capt Dwight
end informed him that CCB, consisting of three infantry battalions, is to take
over = sector from the €0th Division. They vill be under contral of the 80th.
The 37th will not be used because of terrain., There was, however, a possibility
that we might move,

29 JANUARY 1945

ngn company was firing on the range today while "D" company continued
driving instructions. A1l companies engaged in re-whitewashing of vehicles, Col.
Abrams visited (CB and upon his return stated there was a possibility of moving
the bettalion to Mersch. This possibility was further investigated and found to
be undesireable, so the plan was dropped. Liaison officer repvorted that CCB is
at Gilsdorf. e are to cortinue liaison with them end turn in reports to CCB.

30 JANUARY 1945

vhitewashing of the vehicles was continued again today. iriving instruc-
tions for "D" company continued while "C" company firec on the range. Col. Dorato
arrived with a flame-thrower and immediate steps were taken to instzll it in one
of "B" company's tanks,

31 JANUARY 1945

Firing on the ranges was continued by the companies. The installation
of the flame thrower was completed and a test was held using both the light and
heavy fuels. These preliminary tests proved satisfactory to those who reviewed
ther end plans were made to train the crew, modify a half-track so it could be
used to supply the eeapon with fuel, and prepare to demonstrate for the Division
Cocrander and other officers of the division.
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OUARTERS THIRTY SEVENTH TANK BATTALION
APO 254, US Army
14 February, 1945

: Battalion Diary.

TO : The Adjutant General, 4th Armd Div, APO 254, US Army.

1 FEBRUARY, 1945

The companies were on the range today firing.

During the afternoon, a demonstration of the new flame
thrower which had been instslled in one of "B" Company's tanks
was held for the benefit of the Company Cfficers. The crev at
thi: time was given more trzining in the use of the flame thrower.

2 FEBRRUARY, 1945

Lt. Ogden, lisison officer, returned this morning with
information that G-3 had suggested that we move Service Company
nearer to us. Capt. MclMahon wes dispatched to secure & bivouac
area and billets for them.

During the morning, the Companies were on the range
firing.

At 1830 in the evening, 2 meeti~g of Company Commanders
and lst Sergeants was held in which edministrative matters were
discussed. Particular emphasis was placed on property accounting
and casualty reporting.

3 BEBRUARY, 1945

Lt. Col. Fattison, Ex, Officer of CC4, Lt. Col. Knestrick,
G-4, and Lt. Col, Dorado, Div. CWS Officer, visited with Lt. Col.
Abrams this morning.

Service Company moved up to an area near Mersch, closing
in just before noon.

At 1745 Lt. Ogden phoned from Division Hq., notifying us
that we would move back to the old area in the vicinity of Dippach
on February 4th, He arrived later with orders for us to move out
at 0800, route of March Reckange-les-Mersch, Brauch, Tuntingen,
Xehlen, Capellen, Holyen, Dippach. This information, together with
order of march, wes distributed to all Companies.

4
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{Batialion Diery, vy 37tnh Tenk Bn., 14 Februarv 1349)

4 FLBrU. RY, 1945

On the 4th of February, the hesd of the Battalion column
moved out at 0800. The order of march was Hq., Hg. Co., D, A, B,
¢ and Serv. Companies. The head of the column arrived at Dippach
at 1000. Bn. Hq. located in the same building as before. The
distance treveled was 22 kilometers.

zt 1400, Col. Bigby, chief of Staff, dropped in to visit
the C.0. Arrangements were completed for the demonstretion of the
f£lame thrower to be neld on the S5th of February et 1400.
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At 1730, Maj. Bunter returned from the hospitel after an
absence of almost three months.

5 FEBRU.RY, 1945

At 1400, the demonstration cf the fleme thrower was held
for officers of the Division, including Gen. Gaf’ ey and his 3Staff.

. e
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1t. Peterson was today promoted to 1lst Lt. -

6 FEBRUArY, 19495

Lt. Klingbeil, the Bn. Adjutant, left today for a new
assignment with CCA. Lt. Moon from "B" Company became Bn. Adjutant.

This evening a dence =nd party was held for the Battalion
0Officers with Nurses from the 12th Zvacuetion Hospital as our guests.‘

7 FEBRUARY, 1945

The Companies were engaged in their usual bivouac duties.
Maj, Hunter today rezssumed his duties as Bn. EX. Officer.

The nemes of three EM and one Officer were submitted to be
sent to the United States on & thirty dey furlough.

8 F=BRUXZRY, 1945

At 1400 todzy & Cpmp.ny Commanders meeting was held. At
that time Lt. Col Abrams disclcsed that the next mission of the 4th
) would be to take the tovwn of Bitburg, Germany. (Coordinates 130-
535) Three infantry Divisions, the 5th, 80th, and 76th who were
attacking at this time, vere to break the Seigfried Line and effect
crussings over the Sauer, Qur, Prum and Nims Rivers. The 4th AD was -
then to pass through, v.ith either CCA or CCB leading and continue on
to teke Bitburg. The Bn. was to e ready to move on & two hour notice

-In the meantime, the Bn vas to continue firing on the renge.
ng" Company engeged in range firing today.

®

R

70 .



http:FEBRU,:.RY

{Z=2t<2lion Diery, "5 27th Tank Bn., 14 Fetru.—-, 1945,)

9 _FEERU:RY, 1945

Word was recelved thi:z morains that the C.G. does not wish .
any more fleme throwers in the Div. However B/37 was to keep the one?:
it now hes. ) ke

e

Mt e

"C" Company was firinz on the range todsy.

4 report was received that the attack of the infeatry
Divisions wzs not progressimgrapidly. Cnly moderate ememy resistance
was being met but great difficulty was experienced vith mud and
swollen rivers due to recent rains.

e e e

Tarr
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10 FEBRUARY, 1945

Wedg mry e v

(R

Col. Olbon, Ex. Officer of CCB, called at 0930. He brought :
and discussed plans with Lt. Col. Abrams in regard to the employment :
of CCB in the attack. Three plens were discussed at this time. ‘
Flz:n a--The S5th, 80th, =2nd 76th infantry Divisions were to breach a
gep i the 3iegfried Line--Niederwels, leckel, Idenheim. The 4th
AD wzs then to pess through and tzke the high ground north of Bitbure.
Flan B--If the infantry encountered too much resi:tance, CC4 or CCE
vould help clear & gzp in the Siegfried Line and hold the gap for
the remainder -f the Division to pass through.

Plan C--If CCB had to establish a bridgeheed over the Nims river,
all three infantry Bettalions would be attached to CCB. The bridge-
head wzs to be established by the infantry supported by A4/37. After
the bridgehead was secured, the 37th and the 53rd Inf. were to move
on out with the same objectives &s in Plan A.

In esch case the initizl assembly area was to be selected
S¥ of Echternach.

Maj. Hunt S-2 of CCB arrivec about noon with a man from
the psychological wzrfere section who is now attache: to the 3rd
Army. He was to travel with this division in its next operztion.
Flens were discussed for using the loud speeker and psychological
talks to the Germans.

"A" Company was firing on the range today.

1l FZBRUARY, 1945

Promotions were i~ order thnis morning, 2nd Lt. whitehill
to 1st Lt. and 1lst Lt. Donahue to Capt.

Capt. H.M. DeBose Jr., of the 3rd Army G-2 section,
arrived today with an army and navy amrunition expert from the United
States. He spoke to Col. Abrams about our AP ammunition and compared
it with the German AP. Capt. De Rose, a familiar visitor, also
announced that he was about to leave and return to the United States
for reassignment.

"D" Company was firing on the range today with "A" Co's
tanks.
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11 FEBRU..RY, 1945 (CONT'D)

This afternocn Lt. Koberts and his platoon were sent out to
reconnoitre possible essembly esreas alonz the main highway SW of
®chternach.

The Bn. wes visited todzy by e Red Cross Clubmoblle Unit,
Coffee and doughnuts were enjoyed by all.

12 FEBRU .RY, 1945

Capt. Leach and three EN left today for a thirty day furlougné

in the United States. Lt. Liese aszumed commend of "R" Company. H -
i H
"B" Compeny was engaged in firing on the range this morning.

Maj. Scotti frow CCa was an afternoon visitor.
13 FEBRUARY, 1945

4t 1300 a meeting of Cowmpeny Commanders was held to discuss
eff:ciency reports which must be prepared on all officers at the
present time. Lt. Col. Abrams spoke on the importance of these
reports and the methods o preparing them. Mr. Lubreno from
Personnel Section was present at the meeting and answered questions
concerning the reports. :

4t 2100, six officers znd eighteen EM left on a 72 hour-
pass to Paris.

14 FEBRUARY, 1945 ‘

Maj Bautz reconnoitred area and selected a suitable range
for use by all companies for 30, 50, 75, and 76MM firing.

This morning Lt. Col. Abrams visited Division Hq.

This evening the Bn. Staff attended a party and dance held
by the officers of the 53rd Armored Infantry Bn.

15 FEBRUARY, 1945

The Bettaelion received notice early this moraning that CCB
vas on the alert for a 24 hour period, starting at 0800, 15 February
1945. _

At 1000, notice was received that the Bn. 1s now in CCR.

1Lt. Col. Abrams left this morning for a visit to Paris.

Headquarters Company fired the bazooka this morning at
some knocked out German tanks.
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15 FZBRUARY, 1945(CONT'D)

A training schedule was published today. Training was to -
ineclude range firing, maintenance and maintenance instructions,
map reading, crew drill, orientation, the pon-fraternization policy,
driving, gunnery, and range estimation.

16 FEBRUARY, 1945

Requiem High Mass was held this morning for the deceased of
Hq Company and "D" Company.

Passes to Luxembourg were started with 10% of the conpany
strength allowed on pass daily.

nc" Cowpany engaged in range firing today.
17 FEBRUARY, 1945

"B" Company fired on the range today but due to the heavy
fog were able to fire only smell &rms.

The liaison officer arrived with two overlays showing routes
from our present location to Vianden and to Echternach.

One officer and 11 EM went to & rest camp in Esch for four
days. .

- 18 FEBRUARY, 1945

nan Company fired on the range although heavy fog limited
the fire during the morning.

S/Sgt Rowland today received his appointment as 2nd Lt.
Vaj Hunter pinned the bars on Lt. Rowland.

This evening a message was received that the 35th Tank Bn.
wes at present engaged in an indirect fire mission. This Bn was
directed to start instruction in indirect fire in the event that
we might be called on for such & mission.

19 “EBRUARY, 1945

Maj Bautz vent to Gostingen to visit the 35th Tank Bn., DOw
~engaged in supporting the 2nd Cavalry with indirect fire.

A class conducted by Capt Dwight, was held this afternoon at
"C" Compzny for all medium tank company officers on indirect fire.

Col. %ithers visited the C.P. this afternoon and talked to
wt. Col. Abrams.

"D" Compzny was on the range firing today.
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20 FEBRUARY, 1945

"

Treining was carried on today in the varlous companies
on indirect “ire. Hqs Company fired or the range with mortars,
assault guns, and small arms.

NAT L/ NAY

This afternoon, Major Pickard, S-3 of Division Artillery,
visited the CP and discussed tank indirect fire with Major Bautz.
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One enlisted man of Hq Detachment left today for a 30 day
furlough in the United States.

.-
1

o

The Division "Special Services" today presented an all "GI"
show which was enjoyed by all the companies of the Battalion. :

This evening Lt. Col. Abrams pinned Captalin bars on Lt. '
Marston whose promotion was received today.

4 phone call was received tonight from Reserve Command
stating that the Battalion was to have a Ren. party here at 0900
tomorrow to go out and reconnoiter new areas. Representatives of
Reserve Command were to be here at that time with further inmstructions.

21 FEBRUARY, 19495

end Lt. Hamm were notified of their promotion to lst Lieutenant and

Promotions w:re again in order this morning. Lt. Helllazs
their new bars were pinned on by Lt. Col. Abrams. ‘

The Rcn party was sent out this morning to check on
billeting in Brouch, Kepweiler, Schwebach, Gelrner, and Boesendorf.

Colonel Blanchard, CO of CC"R", visited Lt. Col. Abrams
this morning.

This afternoon Colonel Sears, CO of CC"A", was a visitor
at the CP.

A Company Commander's meeting was held at which Lt. Col.
Abrams spoke on vehicle maintenance. The Battallon was to move in
a few days and orders were given that the areas must be left in
good condition. Lt. Col. Abrams suggested using cloth belts in the
50 calibre coaxial machine guns to test their practicability.

Service Company fired on the range today.
22 FEBRUARY, 1945

At 0830 word was received from Reserve Command that we
would move at 1300 to the area reconnoitered yesterday.

-6 -
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22 FEBRUARY, 1945 (Comt'd)

A Company Commander's meeting was held at 1000. The

order of march was: D, Ha, Hg Co, A, C, B, and Service. The route of

march was: Dahlem, Garnich, Koerich, Septfontaines, Saeul, and
Brouch.

The head of the column moved out at 1300 and arrived at
Brouch at 1415, covering a distance of approximately 18 miles,

23 FPEBRUARY, 1945

Lt. Col. Gillis, Ex Off of CC"R", visited Lt. Col. Abrams
at 0930,

Lt. Roberts and the reconnaissance platoon were sent oat
at 1000 to reconnoiter routves to Giechlingen via Diekirch and
Vianden to be us<d in the event that we were employed to aid CC"E".

Col. Blanchard, CO of CC"R", arrived at about 1100 and
discussed matters with Lt. Col. Abrams.

1Lt. Roberts retuined from his reconnaissance and reported
that CC"B" aad been committed. Zlements of CC"B" were in Sinspell
et 1130, The route reconnaissance was forwarded to CC"B" this
afternoon.

Company formations were held in each company this after-
noon. Lt. Col., Abrams presented awards to members of each company
and spoke briefly on the future employment of the battalion,

At about 2030, a phone call was received from Division
Headquarters edvising the Battalion -hat we are now in CC"B". Lt.
Col. Atrams was to report to CC"B" at 0730 on the 24th of February.

24 FEBRUARY, 1945

Lt. Col. Abrams and Captain Dwight left for CC"B"™ at 0700.

A Company Commander's meeting was held at 0800. The
Battalion was to move to Obersgegen on Division order. The order
of march was: Ren, D, C, Bn Hq, Hq Co, A, B, and Maintenance.
Service Company was to follow later on order.

A second Company Commander's meeting was held at 0905 due
to a change in route. The route of march was: Mersch, Udingen,
Angelsberg, Schoos, Ernzen, Fischback, Heffengen, Christnach,
Waldbillig, Niedersgegen, Karpersnach, Obersgegen, Geichlingen.




Battalion Diary, Hq 37th Tank Bn, 14 February, 1945 (Cont'd)

24 YEBRUARY, 1945 (Comt‘d) (::>

_ Tho Aead of the column left Brouch at 0930 and arrived
in am assembly area 1/4 of a mile South of Obersgegen, Cermaay,
(P987531) at 1315, having covered approximetely 32 miles. The
Rattalion entered Germany at 1130, crossing a bridge over the Our
River.

A Company Commander's meeting was held at 1400. Lt. Col.
Abrams gave the present situation. This Battalion was to replace
a Company of the 8th Tank Battalion now with the 5lst Infentry.

At about 1600, enemy artillery fire fell on the edge of
our assembly area and wounded two (2) enlisted men.,

2t 1630, "B" Company, with Major Bautz in cherge, moved
out to relieve the company from the &th.

At 1810, on order from the Battalion Commander, NMajor
Hunter moved up the remainder of the Battalion. The order of
march was: A, C, D, Hg. The Battalion arrived in bivouac at:
1920,

Lt., Col. Abrams wvisited CC"B" at 1740. Upon his return
he gave out instructions. The Battalion was to attack at 0715 in
the morning with the Slst Battalion to take Outscheid and the high <::>
ground N; then to proceed SE and establish a bridgehead at Hermesdorf)

25 FEBRUARY, 1945

At 0630, "A™ apnd "C" Companies moved up to join the infantry
companies on the high ground NE of Outscheid im the rsar of "B" Company

B/37 and B/51 attacked at 0715 and took the town of
Nelderweidingen after artillery preperation on the tcwn and artillery
and mortar smcke on the high ground tc the Nortitheast.

B/37 and B/51 then attacked Weidingen and cleaned out
that town and outposted it to the East. A/37 in the meantime had
held the high ground NW of Weidingen.

At shortly after 0900, a message was received that Lt.
Col. Abrams was to assume command of CC"B", MajJor Hunter assumed
command of the Battalion and Lt. Col. Alenis took charge of the
task force

C/37 and C/51 passed through B/37 and B/51, took the
town of Altscheil, and outposted it.
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A/37 and A/51 passed through and proceeded toward
"oosbusch. Just 3E of Altscheid, they met anti-tank fire and
lost one (1) tank. They then proceeded on, took Koosbusch and
the high ground beyond it.

B/37 and B/51 then proceeded forward, and, after an
artillery barrage, attacked and took the town of Hermesdorf.
They also secured the bridge at Hermesdorf but it was weakened
and not safe for heavy vehicles. B/37 located a ford and crossed
over, establishing a bridgehead on the other side.

. C/37 and C/51 proceeded forward and took up positions on
the high ground overlooking Rittersdorf. Rittersdorf was shelled by
artillery and alsc bombed by P-47's after which A/37 ané 4/S1 pro-
ceeded forward and took the town. They also took the bridge and

proceeded on establishing a bridgehead on the high ground NW of
Bitburg.

"R" and "C" of the 37th went into position on the West
side of the river on the high ground to the West of Rittersdorf
covering North and South. ™N" Company went into position behind
nC" Company protecting the North flank. »

A meeting of the Company Commenders and Battalion Staff
was held at the CP of the 5l1st at 2300. The general plan for the
following day was for the 37th, 5lst, and "C" Company of 704 TD
to cross the Kyll River and sieze Badem.

Enemy losses for the day were: 1 Mk 4, 1 Mk 5, 5 SP's,
3 H/T's, 4 Trucks, 5 105mm guns, 7 75's, and 6 88's. In personnel
the enemy lost 200 killed and over 1,000 captured. Our losses for
the day were 1 tank and 1 officer wounded.

26 FEBRUARY, 1945

It was raining this morning with visibility fair. At
about 0600, "B" and "C" and "B" and "C" Companies of the S5lst
Infantry started to move across the Nims River at Rittersdorf
to join "A" Company, 37th, and "A" Company, Slst. D/37 and C/704
had the mission of protecting the North and South flank.

After crossing the river and heading East, "B" Company
received tank fire from the woods to their South and lost three (3)
tanks shortly after 0800. B/37 and B/51 proceeded East toward the
town of Matzen and took the high ground West of the town. "B" Com-
pany received direct anti-tank fire and lost one (1) tank at this
point. At the same time C/37 and C/51 advanced East and went into

-9 -
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position on the high ground Northeast of BM 418. At this point
C/37 came under enemy artillery fire and lost one (1) tank and had
the blade knocked off the bulldozer tank. °

At about 1500, C/37 and C/51 assaulted the woods (612-550).
Some enemy personnel were captured and the remainder retreated toward
Bitburg.

B/51 attempted to proceed into Erdorf but were repulsed
and withdrew shortly after 1500.

During this time CC"A" crossed the river at Rittersdorf
and took up a position to our South and Southeast. Then the 37th
and 51st Infantry went into position North and Northeast of Ritters-
dorf with D/37 and C/704 on the North left flenk, A/37 and A/51 on
the Northeast, and C/37 and C/51 on the East jolning the 53rd Infantry
Battalion.

Resupply was mede difficult due to enemy artillery and
muddy terrain. In effecting their resupply, "A" Company suffered
two (2) casualties.

A Company Commander's meeting was held at 2300. The 37th
and S51st Battalions were to proceed North at 0830, take the towns ‘

of Nattenheim and Fliessem and the high ground 431.

Enemy losses for the day were: 4 tanks, 2 personnel
carriers, one (1) 88 dual purpose, 1 towed AT gun, 1l truck, 44 PW's,
and 76 killed.

Qur losses were three (3) tagks, seventeen (17) casualties
of whom four (4) were killed. o

27FEBRUARY, 1945

It was raining this morning and the visibility was poor.
The attack was late in starting due to poor visibility.

A/37 and A/51 moved out at 0840 to attack the town of
Nattenheim after an artillery concentration had been delivered on
that town. The town was taken by 0900 without resistance. The
town was outposted. '

C/37 and C/51 had meanwhile moved into position to occupy
the high ground overlooking Fliessem.
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B/37 and B/51 moved on through "A" Company and proceeded
on beyond the town of Nattenbeim. They were held up temporarily
by fire from the woods to their North and West. They took about
twenty (20) prisoners and then went into positlion on the high
ground North of Nattenhelm.

Artillery preparation was in the meantime falling on
Fliessem after which C/37 and C/51 moved in and took the town at
about 1100 hours.

Bn Hgs moved from Rittersdoff to Nattenheim, erriving at
about 1400.

The companies took up positions. "C" Company outposted
the town of Fliessem, screening to the South and connecting with the
53rd Infantry. "A" Company took up positions on the high ground
screening to the North and West of Fliessem. "B" Company connected
with "A" and protected Nattenheim from the North. D/37 and C/704,
and assault guns of the 37th, protected to the North, connecting
with "B". : .

Enemy vehicle and personnel losses for the day were:
25 killed, one (1) 88, 3 H/T's, 2 Staff cars, 5 trucks. The
Battalion suffered no casualties in this action.

28 FEBRUARY, 1945

There was a small amount of enemy patrol action early
this morning, during the hours of darkness. "D" Company suffered
one casualty.

A Company Commander's meeting was held at 0830. At that
time Major Hunter told the Company Commanders the general situation
and announced that the day was to be spent in maintenance and the
cleaning of weapons. The companies were to remain in their present
position.

Ma jor Hunter visited CC"B" at about 0930,

Word was received at 1030 that CC"B" was to take Sefferweich
and Malbergweich today. A Company Commander's meeting was held at
1130. "C" Company was to be in reserve and to take B/37's position.
"D" Company was to have one platoon in position and move the remainder
of the company, with TD's and assault guns, to C/37's position. B/37
and A/37 with Infantry companies were to move astride the main road,
clean out the woods and take the high ground overlooking Sefferweich
from the East and Malbergweich from the West. B/37 would then assault
Malbergweich and take the high ground Northwest of it. A/37 would
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assault Malbergweich and take the high ground East of that town.
The 25th Cavalry would take hill 475 and would relieve "A"™ and "B"
Companies after they gained their position.

The companies moved out at 1330. B/37 moved up to the
woods (130-609) where they were held up by fire from an anti-tank
gun which controlled the trail through the woods and the main road.
After some delay B/37 proceeded on up around the woods to the North-
east corner of the woods to some high ground Southeast of Sefferweich.

A/37 and A/51 had in the meantime moved out and came under
enemy artillery and small arms fire as they approached the woods.
It was impossible to get through the woods with tanks or around the
East side of the woods. It was decided to try the main North-South
road. The road was mined and A/37 had three (3) tanks damaged at the
crossroad. They also received some mortar and small arms fire. The
damagzed vehicles formed a road block holding up the company for some
time. After the Engineers cleared the road, "A" Company succeeded
in getting through the woods. '

The day ended with A/37 and B/37 with their Infantry com-
panies taking up positions in the vicinity of 135-520.

Enemy casualties were: 1 Mk 6 tank, 1 75 AT gun, 6 Pw's, ‘
15 killed.

Our casualties were: 3 tanks and 8 enlisted men wounded,
1 Offticer.killed.

For the Battalion Commander:

0? Q-}“c¢w~
§B§ C. MOON,
lst Lt., Inf,
Ad jutant.
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FEADATARTRDS TETPTY SFUTYTHE TAVE RATTAT TON
AP 25L, US Army

10 yarch, 19,5
SIRJTAT, .n:ttalion Diary.
™ : The adjutant general, Lth Armd niv, sp~ 25k, pe ATTTY.
1 vanre 1945

At about 0£2%, enemv mortar and artillery fire began to fall
on 4737, /51, »/37, and ®/S1's bivouac area. chortly thereafter, at aprrox-
imately O6L0O, erery tanks ar-eared traveling along the road wast from cefferweich
toward the crossroads (1:3-428Y, The tanks were ac~orranied by enemy infantry.
The tanks took defilade on the mast-vest road and across the Yorth-South road,

Tneryy tanks cvened fire on 1/27. T™ire was returnesi by A/37 and
®/37, Theee enem- assault gung and one ranther tank were destroved. Enery
infantrr sta~ted forward, rur own defensive artillery fire were brought down
on them, killing many ani causing their withdrawal.

Lt. ncl. pbrams reassumed commend of the ratt-lion at of10.

The 10th Infantry rattalion meved ur and replaced the Slst
Tnfantry rattalion,

At 1530, /37 and /10, after intense artillery preparation
took sefferweich without opposition,

¢/37 and p/10 rmoved vp and took the high ground between
cefferweich and valbergweich, /37 and ®/10 came ur and relieved nnn o mpany.
nan company then went on to higher grounds on the ridge (vie 145-635) and
rruted ahout 20C enermy infantry that occupies rrevared vwesitions,.

n/37 and /10 then attacked and tork walbergweich,
The companies then tork up positions for the night., Tn the

dayts orerations, anrroximately LOO prisoners were taken. nther enemy losses

were: L ta-Vs, L assanlt guns, 3 8815, 1 75mr, and two trucks destroyed, 65
enemy personnel were killed,

2 wvanpw, 1945

Pn uas, Wgs (o., and Rrn ﬁaintenance moved at 093" from
vattenheim to mickendorf, a distance of three (3) kilometers.
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Ma jor Bautz left at 1200 for duties at CC"A". Captain
Dwight assumed the duties of Battalion S-3,

A plen was formulated to cross the Kyll River tomight,
Yowever, due to terrein and the fact that the Germans had demolished
the bridges, the plan was not carried out.

Instead C/37, by firing at enemy positions East of the
Kyll River, created & diversion in an attempt to aid the 5th Inf
Division in their crossing to the South. .

Ten (10) enlisted reinforcements were received today by.
the Battalion. :

3 MARCH, 1945

Lt. Col. Abrams reported to CC"B" at 1100.

A meeting of Company Commanders was held at 1200, It
was a joint meeting with the 10th Infantry. We were in CC"B" end
were to cross the Kyll River, passing through the S5th Infantry
Division bridgehead end head for Koblenz with the mission of secur-
ing a bridge across the Rhine. CC"B" was to attack on the left
with CC"A" on the right.

CC"B" was composed of the 10th, 37th, 22nd, 66th (=),
179th, C/704th, B/24th, one Infantry Combat Team, B/46, B/126,
and C/25. The order of march was to be: D/37, with assault guns
from the 37th and 10th; Hgs 37th and 10th; a platoon of C/704; A/37
and C/10 with a platoon of B/24 with a bridge truck; C/37 and A/10;
22nd; B/24; Hq CC"B" with Div Arty; C/704; 66th; Hgs and Hgs Com- .
pany of the 37th and 10th; B/37 and B/10; 179th FA; trains; Inf
Combat Team; B/46; B/126.

The companies were to move to an essembly area on either
side of the main highway North of Rittersdorf (114-575) this after-
noon,

Lt. Col. Abrams was presented an Oek Leaf Cluster to the
Distinguished Service Cross and Lt. Whitehill was presented the
Distinguished Service Cross this afternoon at 1630 by Major General
Gaffey,

A Company Commander®s meeting was held at 2330. Four
elternate routes of march were given to the Company Commanders. All
compenies were to be prepared to move at 0700. Plans were made for
crossing the Kyll River and passing through the 5th Infantry Division
Ne were to receive orders from CC"B" during the night as to whether
or not we were to move in the morning.

-2 =
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4 MARCH, 1945

No word was received during the night in regard to the
move.

Promotions were received this morning for Lts. Mallon,
Smith, and Almond to 1lst Lieutenant.

The dav was spent in maintenance and preparation for
movement.

One officer reinforcement arrived today for the Battalion.

Lt. Col. Gail, of the 13th Armored Division, who had been
spending the past four (4) days with the Battalion as an observer,
left today for his own division.

At 1900, our Liaison officer arrived from CC"B" with word
that the leading elements of our column were to be prepared to cross
the bridge over the Kyll River at 0730 in the morning.

Company Commanders were notified of the situation.

At 2305, a phone message from CC"B" notified the Battalion
that it would move in the morning as planned.

5 MARCH, 1945

At 0730, the head of the column crossed the bridge over
the Kyll River.

The first enemy opposition was encountered in the vicinity
of Badem. From Badem to Meisburg coantinuous enemy opposition was
encountered in the form of tanks, anti-tank guns, SP's, artillery
and enemy infantry. The fighting was continuous but the Battalion
continued its advance throughout the day, taking many prisoners
and causing a large number of enemy casualties.

By evening, the leading elements of the Battalion had
reeched the towns of Salm and Wallenborn and Meisburg. "D" Com-
pany assaulted Wallenborn without Infantry support. In the town,
they caught and destroyed large wagon and gun trains. Cc/37 and
£/10 hed in the meantime assaulted the town of Salm where they
destroyed three (3) 150mm guns, several 75mm guns, and many wegon
treins. The Battalion CP was set up for the night in Meisburg.

The Battalion had traveled approximately twenty (3] miles

after crossing the Kyll River cver muddy terrain and in the face
of strong enemy opposition.

-3 -
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Enemy losses were: 3 Mark VI tanks, 5 Mark V tanks,
200 motcr vehicles, 100 horse drawn vehicles, 3 batteries of
artillery; 1,200 prisoners, and 100 killed.

Resupply was effectuated during the night. It was made
difficult due to the distance which had been covered during the
dey, the muddy terrain and the enemy artillery and small arms fire.

6 MARCH, 1945

The dey dawned cold and it wes snowing hard.

The Battelicn moved out at 0730, We moved through the
town of Ober which had been outposted the preceding night by Troop
"C" of the 25th Cavalry.

The Battalion proceeded through Daun, Darscheit, and
Ulmen, meeting lessening opposition that evening. It was the
headquarters for a Quartermaster outfit and large amourts of
supplies were captured. The Bn CP was established in Ulmen for
the night with the companies outposting the ground around the town.

Enemy losses for the day were: 100 motor vzhicles, 1
Mark V tank, 15 AT guns, 200 prisoners (one a general officer),
25 killed and en unestimated number of horse drawn artillery end
wagons destroyed.

7 MARCH, 1945

The Battalion moved out this morning at 0730. The weather
was cold with snow falling. Due to condition of the roads, it was
necessary to deviate from the prescribed route.

The Battalion proceeded to Buchel and through town to a
croscroad at the Northwest of town where we turned off toward
Kaisersesch. At Kalsersesch, the Battalion halted outside of town.
An ultimetum was delivered over the loud speaker system for the
soldiers to give up the town or it would be destroyed. They com-
plied and it was taken without opposition. About 200 German
prisoners were taken and epproximately 300 PW's of the Germans were
evecuated. The PW's were of various nationalities.

_ Dungenheim was also taken without opposition. At Kehrig,
the Battalion encountered its first opposition of the day. The
town was. held by an AA regiment. "D" Company destroyed the light
AA guns in the valley below the town. As "D" Company proceeded up
to the high ground near the town, one tank was destroyed by AT fire
and another by bazooka fire. An ultimatun was given over the loud
speaker for tihe soldiers to leave town or we would destroy it.

- 4 -
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When they refused, artillery fire was directed on thne town. It
was then assaulted by A/37 and C/10, and the town was taken with-
out further loss,

The Battelion then moved on to Polch which was teken
without opposition as was Walderherfer.

At Ochtendung, two enemy trains and columns of troops
were caught attempting to leave town. They were subjected to
heavy fire.

The Battalion set up Headquarters for the night et
Cchtendung.

In the course of the dey the Battalion had advancad 26
miles. Three (3) enemy columns were destroyed consisting of from
200 to 300 vehicles of various types; 1 Mark VI tank, 3 Mark V
tanks, 2 SP's, 6 105mm guns, were destroyed. A fuel and lube
dump was overrun. 800 prisorers were taken, 100 enemy were killed,
and 1,500 allied prisoners of war were released.

8 MARCH, 1945

This morning A/37 end C/10 ettacked Plaidt and B/37 and
B/10 attacked Saffig; both towns were taken with little opposition.

In the afternoon, B/37 and B/10 attacked Kettig. About
200 prisoners were taken in the woods between Seffig and Kettig.
B/37 then took up a position on the high ground beyond Kettig to
fire directly on the main highvay from Andernach to Koblenz.

The Battelion CP w2s moved this afternonn from Ochtendung
to Sarffig.

This morning word was received that Lt. Col. Abrams was
to assume command of CC"B". Lajor Hunter assumed command of the
Battalion with Ceptain Dwight as Executive Officer end Captain
McMahon as S-3.

Enemy losses for the day were: 3 Mark V tanks, six (6)
trucks, 4 trailers, 1 bus, 2 cars, 50 vehicles and guns (of all
types), and two hundred fifty (250) prisoners of war.
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9 MARCH, 1945 (::>

A messege was received from CC"B" at 0500 to consolidete
the Battalion and prepare for a new mission, possibly to the South.
Further word would be received later this morning.

During the eerly hours of the moraning, from about 0300
to 0700, "B" Company fired on an enemy cclumn proceeding down the
main road from Andernach tc Koblenz. Artillery fire was also
brought to bear on this road and many horse drawn and motor
vehicles were destroyed. '

4 Tt

At about noon today, the Battalion received word that
we were now in CC"R". Lt. Col. Gillis, Executive Officer of CC"R"™,
visited the CP this afternoon and discussed the situation with
Major Eunter. At this time, "A" Company was in an assembly area
at Plaidt, "C" Company in an assembly area at Saffig, "E" Company
at Kehrig covering the main road from Andernach to Koblenz, and
"D" Company cutting the roads in the vicinity of Saffig.

Pt mgrectone 00 e

One officer reinforcement was received by the Battalion
today. Enemy losses for the day were: One (1) Mark VI tank and
35 vehicles of various types. :

10 MARCH, 1945 <::>
C/37 relieved B/37 at Kettig. ©C" Company was to send
a platoon to cut the road running East-West from Andernach to
Welssenthurm and to reinforce a platoon of the 10th Infantry
occupying Weissenthurm. "B" Company returned to an assembly area
at Saffig for maintenance and rest.

Colonel Blanchard, CC of CC"R"™, and Major Churchill,
S=3 of CC"k", visited the CP and discussed the tactical situation
with Me jor Hunter,

The following equipment was destroyed in Weissenthurm:
15 AA guns, 16 AT guns, 16 Arty pieces, 5 Rocket guns, 6 heavy
mortars, 8 half-tracks, 1 tractor, 70 trucks, 9 motorcycles, 8
peeps, 1l cars, 296 wagons, 42 kitchen wagons, 2 bazookas, 4 88's,
875 rifles, 80 machine guns, 55 machine pistols.- 15 enemy were
killed, 475 taken prisoner, and 500 Allied PW's released.

11l MARCH, 1945

At 1000, the Battalion received an overlay from CC"R"
showing an assembly area for the Division for regrouping. Plans
called for the 90th Division to take over our area. Lt. Roberts
was sent to reconnoiter the proposed assembly area for the
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Battalion Southeast of Kerben (895-745). Word was later recelved
by phone that these plans for regrouping had been cancelled.

Lt. Col. Abrams, CO of CC"B", Lt. Col, Himelick, Div
G-1, Lt. Col. Knestrick, Div G-4, and Lt. Col. Dorado, CWS Ofticer,

visited the CP and were guests of Major Hunter at dinner.

12 MARCH, 1945

4 Company Commander's meeting was held at 1130. Major
Yunter spoke ccncerning the order egainst fraternization with
German civilians. Ue also discuss2d the uniform to be wcra by
our troops.

At 1470, Lt. Cgden arrived with an overlay showing our
new assembly area.

A correspordent, Collie Smell, from the Seturday Evening
Post visited the CP this afternmoon and interviewed Captain Dwight
concerning vast operations of the Battalion.

Lt. Col. Pattison end Major Bautz of CCU"A" visited the
Battalion this afternoon.

At 1630, Mejor Hunter went to CC"R". Upon his return
ne issued@ orders to heve D/37, an Infantry Company, 8 Pletoon
of EZngineers, and the Reconnaissance Platoons of the 10th and
27th leeve at 0615 in the morning under Captain McMahon to make
e reconraissance of a proposed assembly aree in the vicinity of
Demeroth.

Mr. Lubreno arrived todsy from Administrative Center
to pav the Battelion and to collect all French, Eelgian and
Luxembourg money and exchange for marks,

13 MARCH, 1945

At 0615, a tegk force composed of D/37 and the assault

-guns of the 37th and 10th, C/10, .and a Platoon of B/24 moved to

the vicinity of Mahren, swept the area for possible enemy, and
found it occupied by friendly service forces.

At 1345, a phone call was received frcm CC"R"™ stating
that we would not move. Orders were sent to Captain McMahon tO

—~—

return to the arza. ‘ne force arrived uack el das.ix alb 1223,
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14 MARCEH, 1945 .

Kajor Hunter was called to CC"B" at 0900. Orders
were received shortly thereafter that we were in CC"B" and
were alerted for movement.

A Company Commander's meeting was held at 1230 and -
orders were issued to move at 1200 to an assembly area in the .
vicinity of Kaisersesch. The order of march was "D" plus the
assault guns, A, B, Hqs and Hgs Co., "C", and Service. The
march was completed without incident.

At 1800, Major Hunter received a message to report '
to CC"B".

A Company Commander's meeting was held at 1845. The

-plan was for the Battalion to move at 0700. The Division

objective was to secure a bridgehead over the Nahe River.

The order of march was: A/37, C/10 and mortars of
the 10th: Command Group of the 37th and 10th; C/37 and 4/10;
Platoon of B/24; D/37 and the assault guns of the 10th and 37th;
22nd; 'Hq 37 and 10; 66; Hq CC"B" and Div Arty; B/37 and B/10;

. 37th -Mortar Platoon; 191st; A/24; "A" trains; B/46; "B" Traims. ‘

Definjte word was to be received during the night as to our
movement. -

At 2200, Lt. Ogden, our Liaison Officer, arrived

-and reported thet we would move after 1200 tomorrow. This

word was sent to the companies.

15 MARCH, 1945

At 1030, an order was received to move at 1145 and
pass through the 90th Infentry Division which held a bridge-
bhead over the Moselle River.

There was quite a delay at the bridge due to traffic
congestion. The Battalion crossed the Moselle at approximately
1300, and procesded along the route of march. The resistance
was comparatively light and many prisoners were taken.

At about sundown, we reached Simmern, moved in,
outposted all roads in the area and spent the night there.

During the day the Battalion had traveled approximately

'33 miles. Enemy losses for the day were 50 killed, 8 trucks,

6 light vehicles, and 1 tank destroyed. Unocounted numbers of
prisoners were taken. No accurate check could be made on them

ss they were marched back along the route constantly. ‘ .
- a -
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16 MARCH, 194%

The companies moved out at 0630 and contiaued on the
migsion. Resistance was light until we reached the town of
Norbeim, where we encountered 20mm AA gun positions. These
were destroyed. ’

C/37 and A/10 proceeded on to Bad Kunster where the
highway bridge had been blewn. They located a double track
railway bridge and suceeeded in crossing two platoons over it.
While crossing, they were under direct fire from 20mm AA guns
located on the high ground, and bombed by German aircraft. The
AA guns were strafed by P-47's and taken under tire by our ,
assault guns, thus effectually silencing themn.

A" Company in the meantime had located another bridge
at Oberhausen and the remainder of the Combat Command c¢rossed
there. "D" Company remained behind to outpost that bridge.

: nB" Company had in the meantime been left im the
vicinity eof Huffelsheim te guard CC"B"™ Hqs and artillery.

The remainder of the Battalien proceeded to Hockstalten.
A/37 and C/10 attacked and cleared this town. C/37 and A/10
had in the meantime cleared Altembamburg and joined "A™ Company
at Hockstalten. C/37 and A/10 then moved to Halgarten and eut-
posted it. The Battalion CP was set up at Hockstaltea.

The Battalion had procesded about thirty miles during
the day and had destreyed 50 trucks, 6 light vehicles, 1 105zmm
gun, killed 35 personnel and taken large mumbers of prisoners.

17 MARCH, 1945

"Br Cempany moved up to joia the Battalion, ocrossing
the railread bridge and arriving at Hocksteltea at abeut 1100.

Lt. Col. Abrams, CO of CC"B", visited the Battalion
at about 1000 and left orders to assault and take the towns
of Furfeld and FPrei Laubersheim im the afternoon. :

The Battalion attacked at about 1500 and took those
towns without opposition. We then proceeded on te Bad Kreuznach
where epposition was enoountered in the form of sniper and
bazooka fire. The enemy had to be routed from the cellars.

B/37 and B/10 then assembled in the vicinity of the
rallroed stetion and outposted the town for the night., "A"
Company outposted Hockenkeim and Frei Lauberskheinm; “C" Company
outposted Furfeld and Hockstalten; the Battalion CP was set up

at Hackenheim.
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18 MARCE, 1945

At about 0700, the ememy cocunterattacked Hockstalten
with SP's and tanks. With the aid of air support, the attaek
was repulsed. :

At 1000, Lt. Cel. Abrams arrived and discussed the
gituation with Major Huater.

In the afternoon the Battalien attacked Volxhelm
which was stubbornly defended by tanks and infantry. B/37 and
B/10 teok the towm and eutposted it. T"A"™ Company outposted
the high greund to the Rast of Volxheim while "C" Company eut-
pested Frei Leibischeim. The CP remained at Hockenheim.

During the afternooa Major Bautz and Major Scotti
of CC"A"™ visited the CP. Major Bautz discussed with Captain
Dwight the lecatiom ef our units and those of CC"A".

Ma jor Hunter was called to CC"B" at 1900. He returned
and ealled a Company Commander's meeting at 2200. At this time,
the companies were told that the Division was to try for a
bridgehead ia the vieinity of Malnz.

19 MARCH, 1945

' At 0630, the Battalion again started to attack.
Volxheim was cleared up. Then A/37 and C/10 preceeded to take
Wollstein and Gumbsheim im spite of stubborm resistance. B/37
and B/10 teok the town of Bokelsheim while C/37 and A/10
captured Wonsheim. T"A" Company siezed the town of Wendelsheim
and outpested the area with the ald of "C" Company.

Word had been reeeived during the morning that we
would proceed to Worms rather than Mainz.

This morning, at about 1100, enemy planes bombed the
column im the vicinity of Wolsheim with anti-personnel bombs.

The Battalion CP was established that night at
Siefershein. ' -

20 MARCH, 1945

The eompanies moved eut at 0700 to centinue the attack.
Resistance was light.

Uron arrival at Pfedde~c-cim, one brilige had been blowa
over the Pfrimm River. The second was blewn upon eur approach.
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20 MARCH, 1945 (Cont'd)

"C" Company circled the town to the North and found
a bridge at Leiselheim which they orossed. "C" Company en-
countered resistance at Priffligheim. While they were engaged
there, "A" Company bypassed "C" to the Seuth and proceeded into
Worms.

Bridges over and underpasses under the railroad tracks
dividing the town of Worms inp bhalf were destroyed upon the
arrival of "A" Company. ‘

"C" Company found one bridge over the tracks to the South’
of "A" Company intact and moved one platoon to the banks of the
Rhine. An outpost was set up on the river which destroyed many
enemy who attempted to cross at night.

During the day, two batteries eof 105's had been
captured. Numerous vehicles were destroyed and many prisomers
taken.

21 MARCH, 1945

Word was received at 0315 that we were aot to proceed
with cleaning out Worms, but were to be relieved by the 10th '
Infantry Regiment ef the 5th Infantry Divisien. We were to
proceed Horth on erder towards Oppenheim.

Ma jor Hunter was called to CC"B" at 0800. A Company
Commander's meeting was held at 1000. We were to cross the IP
at 1115. The order of march was: C/37, 4/10; Comd Group;

A/37, C/10; Platoon 24 Engrs; D/37 and the assault guns of the
10tk and 37thk; 22nd; Hq; Ren of the 37th; MG Platoon ef the 10th;
B/37; B/10; Maiptenance of 37th.

During the afterpnoon the following tewns were entered:
Bechtheim, Mettenheim, Alskeim, Dora-Durkheim, Prettenheinm,
Hillesheim, Dolgesheim, Eimsheim, and Weinolsheim. No resistance
was encountered. EKight prisoners were taken.

Tee Battalion CP was set up at Mettenheim. "D" Com-
pany eutposted Gimsheim, "A" Company the town of Guntersbdlum,
"B" Company the town of Mettensheim, and "C"™ Company the town
of Alsheim. _

Two enlisted men left today on a thirty day furleugh
in the United States.

-1l -
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22 MARCH, 1945

The day was generally speat in maintenance and cleaning
up. At 1045, Major Hunter went to CC"B" to secure information
eoneernirg eur future operations.

At 1500, & Company Commander's meeting was held.
Major Hunter explained the general plan of operations. We were
to be relieved by the 5tk Infantry Division either tonight er
tomorrow. We were then to move to an assembly area in the
viecinity of Uffhofen. The 12th Corps was to secure a bridgehead
across the Rhine. An Armored Division was then to pass through
with the mission of securing & bridgehead across the Kaim River.

. At 1530, a phone call was received from CC"B" to send
ene tank company and one infantry company to outpost Dieaheim.
B/37 and B/10 moved to Dienheim and outposted the towa.

23 MARCH, 1945

The liaison officer arrived at 0800 with an overlay
showing our route of march to the proposed division agsembly
area at Uffhofen. :

nBr Company was attacked by enemy planes between 0730
and 0800. Anti-personnel bombs were dropped but no casualties
were suffered.

Lt. Col. Abrams, CO of CC"B", visited the CP at 0830.

Ma jor Hunter was called to CC"B" at 1330. A message
was received from him at 1415 saying that our move to the rear
had been cancelled. The companies were instead to be alerted to
cross the Rhine over a bridgehead held by the S5th Infantry 4
Division. Captain McMahon went out on a reconnalssance of the
area occupled by the bridgehead.

Major Hunter was again called to CC"B" at 1900.

At 2020, the Liaison Officer arrived with the infor-
mation that CC"A" would lead off in the morning and that we
would follow sometime after 1100.

Lt. Col. Louis Huot, FPsychological warfare Gificer,

G-2 Section, 3rd Army, was an overnight visitor at the Battalion
Headquarters. ' i

- 12 -
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24 MARCH, 1945.

A Company Commander's meeting was held at 1000.
The order of march within CC"B" was: C/25; C/704; A/37, C/10;
Command Group 10 and 37; ¢/37; A/10; 22nd; Hq & Hy Co; 3/37
B/10; 191; cC"B"; D/37 and assault guns or 10th and 37th A/24,
B/46; and A trains. We were to be ready to move on a one hour
notice after 1200. The mission of CC"B"™ was to block any attacks
from the South on the route of advance from Oben Romstadt to a
point five kilometers North of Babenhausen.

Lt. Col. Abrams, CO of CC"B", visited the Battalion CP
at 1400.

At 1545, word was received from CC"B" to move out at
once. Leading elements of the column ocrossed the bridge over
the Rhine at 1600. German aircraft made several efforts to
bomb the bridge while the column was crossing.

At this time we received a new route of march taking
us somewhat to the South of our original route.

The Battalion passed through the 5th Infantry Division
and continued on its route against comparatively light resistance.
It was determined at this time to continue the attack througbout
the night. Three (3) towns were taken before midnight.

25 MARCH, 1945

During the early hours of the mornlng, the enemy was
surprised and overrun by the attack, causing them to destroy many
supply dumps. Resistance continued to be light.

Daybreak found the Battalion at Jugenheim, having
covered a distance of about thirty (30) miles, where we halted
briefly to resupply the vehicles. Approximately 200 prisoners
were taken from that town.

The Battalion continued its rapid advance and by 1220
had reached the Main River.

"D" Company was sent to Niedernberg to attempt to
secure a crossing. There was no bridge at this point. "D" Com-
pany then proceeded North to a railroad bridge across the Main
River which it secured, after neutralizing demolltlions on the
bridge. "D" Company crossed the bridge and outposted the high
ground on the East side.
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25 MARCH, 1945 (Cont'd)

A/37 had in the meantime been sent to Aschaffenburg to
try to secure the main highway bridge there. The bridge was :
blown when "A®" Company was about 300 yards distant. .o

B/37, B/10, C/37, and A/10 crossed over the railroad
bridge and started to attack Aschaffenburg. They were withdrawn
on order and remained East of the Main River, outposting with D/37
the high ground to the East of the river.

Enemy planes made unsuccessful attempts to bomb the
bridge, starting shortly before dark and continuing throughout ,

the night.

On the 24th and 25th, the Battalion had destroyed 27
trucks, 23 AA guns, 7 SP's, 2 AT guns, 1 105 howitzer, 45 vehicles,
1 flak car, 1 motorcycle; 375 PW's were taken and 90 enemy killed.

- 26 MARCH, 1945

The’early hours of the morning were highlighted by unsuccess-
ful air attacks on the bridge.

At about 0120, the Battalion was alerted due to an enemy ‘
tenk attack on the 25th Cavalry.

The day was dark with rain falling during the morning.

A Company Commander's meeting was held at 1500. The
Battalion was to remain in its present location until relieved by
elements of the 7th Army.

Ma jor Fee, S=3 of CC"B", visited the Battalion at 1600.

Word was brought by our Liaison Officer at 1700 that we
were to furnish a Medium Tank Company and a Platoon of Light Tanks
as part of a task force to go on a special mission to the East.
They were to attempt to rescue and bring back with them some
American Prisoners of War.

Lt. Col. Abrams of CC"B", and Lt. Col. Cohen of the 10th -
Infantry, arrived at the CP at 1800 to discuss the mission with
Ma jor Hunter. | _

Plans were made for one medium tank company and one
Infantry Company to make a break through at Schweinfurt to allow
the task force to pass through. B/37 and B/10 were to make this
break-through. The task force was composed of C/37, A/10, and a
Platoon of D/37. S ' - =
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26 MARCH, 1945 (Cont'd)

B/37 and B/10 attacked Schweinfurt after a heavy
artillery concentration (3 Battalions of 10 volleys). Their
mission was to open one street and hold it while the task force
went through. The attack was made shortly after 2100. Enemy
resistance consisted of bazooka and small arms fire. B/37 and
B/10 forced their way through town, overran an enemy mortar
position, and held the route open until the task force passed
through. One tank of B/37 was lost. Due to lacx of any visible
enemy, the operation was unusual. Thirty-five (35) enemy were
captured and an unknown number killed.

B/37 and B/10 then returned and outposted the bridgehead.
27 MARCH, 1945

The CO of the 3rd Battalion, 104th Infantry Regiment,
arrived about 0730 to make plans with Major Hunter to relieve
us. :

At 0800, Lt. Ogden, our Liaison Officer, arrived with
word that we were to move before noon.

At 1000, word was received that we were in CC"R".

During the morning B/37 was relieved by elements of
the 26th Division and crossed back over the Main River shortly
after 1200.

¥r. Sommaripa, of the Psychologiocal Warfare Bureau,
left the Battalion this afternmoon to Join CC"B".

Word was sent to the Companies that we would go into
an assembly area in the vicinity of Babenhausen. The order of
march was "D" plus assault guns, A, Hq Co, B, and Service.

The Battalion moved out at about 1830 and arrived at
Babenhausen at 2000; covering a distance of approximately fifteen
(15) miles.

28 MARCH, 1945

The Liaison Otficer arrived at 0800 with word that the
Battalion was to be ready to move at 0930. .

Ma jor Hunter went to CC"R". Upon his return, -a Company
Commander's meeting was held. We were to be ready to move any time
after 1200 and were to follow CC"B". The order of march was to be:
Ren/704, Roen/37, D/37 and assault guns of 37; A/37; C/10; Comd
Group 37 and 10; Hqs Reserve Command; Platoon of 24th Engrs; A/704;
Division Forward; Hqs 37 and 10; B/37, B/10; B/24; A Trains.

-15 -
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The head of the column moved out at 1415, covered a

distance of fifty miles, and arrived

at Munzendburg at 2230. .

Ccolonel Blanchard, CO of CC"R", arrived at the CP

at 2300 and discussed plans for move
the morning behind CCmA".

ment of Reserve Command in

29 MARCH, 1945

The column moved out at 09
proceeding six kilometers.

: Original plans were change
Forward, was now to proceed along &
South to the town of Herbstein.

The column moved out at 12

00 but was halted after

d, CC"R", less Division
separate route to the

30. Resistance was light.

Several small towns and one large town were taken. About 300

prisoners were captured, one railroa

was rendered useless, and a column O

prime movers were destroyed. -

the town.

30 wyrew 1945

d terminal with much material
£ AA guns towed by full track

The Battalion arrived at Herbstein at 1830 and outposted‘

nmn c-rpany at 1000 sent a rlatoon to meet Division Forward and

escort them to tris area.

¥sjor churchill, S-3 of c-ner, visited the ¢g.r. this morning and

discussed the disposition of security with

yajor Hunter.

col. zoberts, Assistant pivisional comrander, visited the c.P. and

had dinner with wajor Funter.

ctates.

31 warew, 19LS

six %, left this morning for a L& day furlough in the tmited

vajor vunter wal called to ~rnen at 0800.

A company com—anders meeting was held at 0900. wWe were to follow
r~vonts route, Theorder of march was: ™" and Assault guns; A/37, c/10; <
~ommand Group 37 and 10; wqs Res. Comd; c/2L: A/70L; Div. FPwd; 22nd; HQS
37 and 10; B/37, B/10; B/2L; Aftrains; B/trains.

-16 -
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31 vaeru 1945 (contrdy

The Rattalion meved cut at 100 and vroceeded te versfeld,
arriving zt 1907, covering a distance of thirty miles. Three “ours of
tris march was svent sitting a2long the road. The traffic jam was
reminiscent of the 19L? Te-nescee maneuvers. Reveral units tried to use
the same road space at t“e sa—c¢ ti-e, ‘one surcecdded.

Yor the Battalion Commander:

ROY C. MCON
lst Lt. Iaf.
Adjutant.
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‘ , HEADQUARTZRS THIRTY SEVENTH TANK BATTALION
7 ‘ 7 APC 254, US Army

S April, 1945
Battalion Diary.

TO : The Adjutant General, 4th Armd Div, APO 254, US Army.
1l APRIL, 1945

The Liaison Officer arrived at 0800. He reported that
the Division was to seize the communication centers of Ohrdruf
and Gotha. Reserve Command was to follow CC"B"; to seize and
hold the high ground in the vicinity of Oesterbeheingen and block
the roads to the North and Northeast; to be prepared to reinforce
CC"A™ or CC"B".

The Battalion moved out at 1430. The Order of March
was: D/37 and assault guns of 37th; A/37, C/10; Comd Group 37th
and 10th; Hqs Reserve Command; C/24; A/704; 22nd; Division Forward;
Hqs 37th and 10th; B/37, B/10; B/24; "A" Trains; "B" Trains.

The Battalion arrived at Nesselroden at about 1900 and
‘ set up the CP at that town.

The Battalion was notified today that the Division had
been awarded the "Presidentiel Unit Citation" for extraordinary

tactical accomplishment during the period from 22 December, 1944,
to 27 March, 1945, inclusive.

2 APRIL, 1945

Ma jor Hunter was called to a meeting at CC"R" at 1000.

A/37 moved this morning from Nesselroden to Unhausen
and outposted that town.

: Bnemy air was active over the area throughout the day.
- The Battalion suffered no casualties. : i

Captain Hays and five (5) enlisted men rejoined the
Battalion today after a thirty-seven (37) day furlough in the
United States.,

3 APRIL, 1945

Enemy air was again active over the area this morning
but caused no casualties. :

Word was received at about 1200 from CC"R" that the
Battalion was alerted tc zmcove forward. The Order of waich was
the same as the day previous.

@
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3 APRIL, 1945 (CONT'D)

The Battalion moved out at 1430 and proceeded 28 miles
to Grosenbehringen. The march was made without incident.

¥r. Lubrano and T/Sgt. McGuire arrived today from
Personnel to pay the Battalion.

4 APRIL, 1945

Word was received this morning that the Battalion was
alerted for movement after 1300 to Gotha. The Order of March
was to be the same as the day previous.

The Battalion moved out at 1500 and arrived at Gotha
at 1800, having covered a distance of twelve (12) miles over
extremely congested roads.

5 AFRIL, 19495

Notice was received this morning of the promotion
of Lt. Ogden to lst Lieutenant. Col. Blanchard, Commanding
Officer of CC"R", visited our C.P. at 1100. [Lt. Col. Abrams,
Commnanding Officer of CC"B", visited our C.P. this afternoon.

word was received from Division to drop the 735
enlisted men and 4 officers who left on March 26 with the task
force sent to rescue American Officer prisoners of war, as
missing in action.

Twenty-two enlisted reinforcements arrived tonight
for the Battallon.

6 APRIL, 1945

"A" and "B" companies'alerted at 170¢ to move to
cut three roads south of Gotha. Have been shifted to south.

"B" company moved out at 0640 to go to town of
Frederickroda to release British PW's reparted in town and
several important French civilians.

52 reinforcements joined the Battalion at 2100.
-2 - '
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%
nlisted man joined

t officers and one ¢©
dium tanks were also received.

ding moves and
f personnel

— — — —

(Cont'd)

Al v

nforcemen

34x reil
Six new mé

vne Battalion.

A

ed no word of any pen

VAT Y

The pattalion receiv
the processing of new equipment and the treining ©
. continued.
i ' visitors during the day were the pivision coxmand €T,
Brig. General Hoge end Lt. Col. EuhllerT, 126th Ordnance pattalion :
Commander. <
g APRIL, 1945 , :
The day was speat in training reinforcements. Plans %
ing and ariving range. :
+

t up & firl

were made to s€
were relieved at 1

411 outposts 400 today.
entire wattalion.

Movies were shown this evening t0 the

9 APRIL, 1945

today. Targets
also &

used were old
jven tO the

Range ¢iring was atarted
instructions were

‘ German vehicles. priving
recently joined reinforcements.
pearbdby German

taken to 8
trocities committed

‘ Men from each company were
concentration camp to see tne evidence of the 8
there.
10 april, 1945 )
ng" Company ¢ired on renge at 0800 and np" Compeany tired
on range at 1300.
ccnBn at 1800 hours. Lt. Col.

and telked with Captein

The pattalion wes put in
cP at 1100
for shifting to Ccombat

Sullivan,ACS3, G=3, visited the
Dwight concerning condition of Battallon
nYes".

Command npn, The answer was
col. Olvon, ccnen CO and Executive

Lt. Col. Abrams and Lt.
Battallon at 2000 hours and steyed until 2200
turn to their

nrticer visited the
nours when 8 message arrived requesting them to Te
CP.
at 2300 and

Ma jor Hunter was called to @ meeting ab ccnB"

jved orders pattalion was to move out at 0700 the

g morning ip two (2) columns; ng" on the jeft, CCTA" o
For this operation the Division will have the 6th

rece
followin
the right..

@
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10 APRIL, 1945 (Cont'd)

Armorz4 Division and the 76tk Infantry Division on its left boundary
and the 89th Infentry Division will be on the South. The Division
is now in the £0th Corps and the 4th will be teamed up with the

80th Infantry Division for this operation. Overlays showed that

the Division would agsin be heading East.,

A Joirnt meeting of Company Commanders and Staff of 37th
and 10th Infantry wes held at the 10th Infantry CF et 2400, and
these orders were put out 2nd the operation discussed.

1l APRIL, 1945

At 0645, the companies moved ocut. March Order of CC"B":
A/37, C/10, Comd Group 37th and 10th Iafantry Bcttalions, RB/37,
A/10, B/24 (-}, D/37 with Assault Guns, 22 FA, Hqs 37th and 10th,
c/37, B/10, 171 P4, CC"B" H3s, S5th Arty Group Hgs, B/24 (-), B/4S6,
Trains, end C/489. Route of Advance: Friemar, Alach, Tiefthal,
Clepereledben, Kerspleben, Nlederzimmern, Cttstedt, and Grosskromsdorf.

As 22 FA went through the town of Kleinmolsen, an abandoned
enemy tank was sighted which they knocked out with their M-7's., Ailr
reported 4 - 5 more tanks in the vicinitv ené ¢/37 end 2/10 were
ordered to clear out the area. &ir support of P-47's =a2nd the force
of C/37 and B/10 destroyed 6 more snemy tanks in and around
Kleinmolsen (378-750).

A/37 and C/10 continued on main route of mareh and en-
countered direct AT fire in the vicinity of Daasdorf and Haberndorf.

R/27 and A/10 took an alternate route Northeast from
Cttatedt to 445752 end then East through the wood3, coming out at
520765. They liberated a P Camp with 800-1000 Russian and French
Pricsoners; encountered bszooka fire on Fast edge of woods.

A/37 and C/10 were ordered to return to Ottstedt and
continue along B/37's route of advance.

After breaking out of the woods, B/37 and A/10 were
monentarily stopped while D/37 and assault guns took the leed.

D/37 end assasult guns ran intc bazooka and small erms
at Denstedt; they cleaped the town and then proceeded to Schwabsdorf
vhich they outposted for the night.

A/37 and ¢/10 outposted Ulrichshalben; B/37 and A/10 out-
posted Sussenborn, and £/37 and B/10 cut roeds leading into Gross-
kromsdorf from the West or rear.

Bn C? located in Groseskromsderf for the night. <::>
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11 AFRIL, 194% (Cont'd)

Enemy cesualties: six (56) tanks, one (1} truck, two
(2) 3taff Cers, thirty (30) killed, fifty (50) F¥'s; liberated
800-1000 Russiar and Prenck rrisoners.

12 APRIL, 1945

Coxpanies moved out at 0700 with march order of D/37
end Assault Suns, Comé Group 37tk and 10th, 4/37 ani C/1C, Flat
B/24, C/37 and B/10, 22 Fa, 177 Fa, Ey 37 and 10, B/37 and A/10,
CC"B" Hgs, Sth arty Group HgS, B/24 (-), B/45, A& and B Trains :
CC"B". :

Route of march: Ulrichshalben, Frankendor?, Hohlstedt,
Krippendorf, Altengoans, Rodigen, town Zast of ¥Kunitz, Kunitz,
Laasan.

As head of coluzn passed Vierzehn-heilligea artillery
and Ai fire was encountered ana continued uatil 4/37 and €/10,
receiving orders directly from Lt. col. abrams, CC CC"B", went
through Lutzeroda, Closewitz, and then swung Northeast and checked
the Southwest edge of woods at 687698. No artillery positions
were found by them but artillery ané A4 fire stopped.

D/25 and Tank Destroyers working to our North flank wes
trying for a briage over 3asle River at Doraburg; bridge blown
before taken.

D/37 and Assault Guns arove to Neuenzonna to attempt to
get railroad bridge over czale River at that point; bridge was out
and they worked South down main road into unnamed town (725695)
west of Kunitz. D/37 reported bridzge at 731625 blown.

In the meantime, /37 and C/10 pushed East 1nto town
(725695) Viest of Funitz; met pazooks and small arms fire. 1st
lieuteaant Whitehill, CG of A/37, was wounded by & bazooka while
dismzounted outside his tank, a2ndé 2nd Lieutenant Nolan fssumed
cozmznd of Company.

Two companies of 10th Infantry dismounted from tanks and
pushed on down to river to maxe bridgehead. Tanks of A/37, B/27,
c/37, and D/37 deployed on high ground overlooking river to cover
infantry bridgehead with direct fire.

Infantry was shuttled across river in rubber ponton boat,
clezned ¥Xunitz, taking approximately one hundred fifty (15C) PW's
and then pushed on to high ground Zast of Hunitz.

B/24 started bridge at approximately 1700 estimating that
five () or six (6) hours viould be necessary for cocpletion.
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Battalion Diary, Ha 37th Tenk Bn, 5 april, 1545 {Cont'd) ’
12 APRIL, 194% (Cont'd)

Orders were received that as soon as bridge was completed
A/37 and C/10 would push on across River Saale on tc La2san and cut
roads leading East out of the itown. C/37 end B/10 would deploy
to South of Kunitz and [/25 and Tank Destroyers would swing North
to town of GColmsdorf and cover that sector.

Tieigon sent to dbridge and companies alerted to move
onroas in acocerdance with orders at 1930.

Companies crossed andi moved to positions at 1930. A/37
and C/1C captured thirty-six (36) P/'s in Leasan. '

Bn CP in town Wwest of Kuritz (725693).

Ln Officer brought overlay from CC"E" showing tomorrow's
routes, "A", "B", "C". D/25 erd Tank Destroyers on route "a%;
A/27 2nd C/10 uader comrcand of Captain Hays on route "B7; remainder
of CC"B" on route "C",

Enemy casualties: One hundred fifty (15) PwW's. .

13 APRIL, 1945 ‘
At 0505 hours a message from CC"BE"™ arrived informing us
that the 319th Combat Team of the 80th is to attack Jena and that
the 317th Combat Team of the 80th would cross behind us over the
Seeale River. :

CC"B" moved out in three (3) columns at 0630 from their
rositions around the Saale River at Kunitz.

Considerable difficulties were enccuntered getting through
treils in v.oods Eest of Laasan.

D/25 and Tenk Destroyers on route "A" (Beutnitz, Merten-
dorf, Grosshelmsdorf, Kleinpotewitz, Rosenthal, Gossra, Drossdorf,
¥ayna, Delzig) met little opposition. The bridge over the Weisse
Elster River wa3s out at Ressendorf so they swung South to Rosenthal,
captured bridge, and established bridcehead.

A/37 and C/10 under Captain Hays on route "3" (Craitschen,
Poxdorf, Petersburg, Konigshefen, Trebnitz, Rosenthal, Nicklesdorf,
Schelbach, Wittgendorf, Brockau, Mehna) met no opposition. Crossed
bridsehead over Weisse Elster River et Rosenthal end took up position
Tast of Nicklesdorf and awaited orders of Col. Abrams to move out
on axis of advance. ’
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13 APRIL, 1945 (Cont'd)

The remainder of CC"B" mov:1g in order D/37 and Assault
Suns, C/37 and B/10, Plat B/24, 22 and 177 P4, Comi 3rour, B/37
end A/10, CC"B" Hg, Sth arty Group Hg, B/24 (-), B/46, A and B
Trains CC"B" on route "C" (Wagau, Eainsplitz, Petersburg, Rosenthal,
Silbitz, Beuckewalde, Hartha, Garbisdorf, Wolkenburg, Kaufungen)
met sm2ll arms and sniper fire in the town of Hainsplitz where
Major Hunter was wounded and evacuated. Captain Dwight assumed
command of the Battalicn at this point,

The three (2) columns converged South of Xehna at 719730.
4ir reported bridge over Zwick Mulde River at Yolkenberg intact
and /37 and Assault Cuns seized bridge and estatlished bridgehead.
/37 and B/10 moved to high ground bevond X2ufungen on hill 357;
3/27 and 4/10 to high ground vic hill 212; A/37 and C/10 Southeast
Tauscha,

B/37 and A/10 end Battalion Headquarters received sporadic
artillerv ani rocket fire during the night.

Battelion CP in Keufungen.

Distance travelled for the éday eprroximately sixty-nine
(69) miles,

Enemy casuslties: Ten (10) killed, one hundred fifty (1%
s's, ten (10) horsedrawn vehicles, several AA and Radar positions

overrun, one (1) enemy recovery vehiclie destroyed, ten (10) unermorcd

vehicles destroyed.

14 AFRIL, 1945

Liaison Officer arriéed at CF with en overley ond genereal
instructions that we are to enlarge our bridgehead in presgnt
vicinity.

Captain Dwizht was called to CC"E" at 0900 for orders,

Company Commenders and Staff went to 10th Infantry CP
at 0300 for joint meeting =2nd vlanning.

C/37 and BR/10 moved frcmr present position at 1130 through
Frohnea where they met bazooke and sm2ll sros fire on to clean out
Muhleu, Chursdorf, no resistance, and then throueh Rurgstadt and
Southeast to hill 350. Cleaned out portion of Taura necesssary for
security. ‘

B/37 and A/10 moved from present position and cleesned out
Burgstadt meeting bazooks and small arme fire end teking 200-300
Pricsoprers. 1L1t. Pielak wae xilled; Iniured by grenade =2nd beaten
to death by Germans before rescue could be mede.

-7-
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Battelion Diary, £y Z7th Tenx Bn., 5 april, 1345 (Ccat'a)

14 APRIL, 1945 (Cont'd)

4/37 and B/1C movsd frow present position aloang road
Scutheast Eartmannsdorf throush Wittgensdorf tc hill 350, North
of the town.

D/37 and Assault Guans moved North to hill 296 going cress
ccuntry vWest of Burgstadt.

D/25 and TanX Destroyers moved Northwest of Zwick kulde
River and seized bridzs =2t fealg, then moved through Muhlau,
Hartmanasdorf to hill 360, cuttins the main road.

D/37 and Asssault Guns encountered eneamy night patrol con-
sisting of twelve (l2) men; killed four (4), captured two (2).

Battalion CF moved to Eartmannsdorf.

Znemy casualties: TFour (4) killed, approximately three
"hundred (300) captured.

15 APRIL, 1945

Col. abrams, CO CC"B", visited CP at 1300,

General Hoge, Division Comcander, visited CF at 1600;
congratulated Captain Dwight on the fige manner in which he took
over the Battalion, discussed strength, vehlcle status, end eny
problems we have.

Captain Dwight and Captzin Hays attended & meeting at
10th Infantry Cr at 1700 and discussed plans for taking two (2)
bridges Zast of our present positions.

Cae Platoon A/37 ané C/l0 took bridse at 625675.

Cne section C/37 ard one platoon B/10 took bridge at
620700; roadblock oa opposite banx reduced by civilians upon
reguest.

Received twelve (l2) new reinforcements.
16 APRIL, 1945

Col. abrams, CO CC"B", visited CP at 0915 and discussed
withdrawing Ccapanies to position Northwest of Burgstadt.

At 1300-1500, Companles were relleved by 80th Infantry
ané withdrew to positions Northwest of Burgstadt. Closed by 1600.

Battalion CP Ncrth edge of Burgstadt.

SO R=EF~
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17 AFRIL, 1945

Companies sent men to showers and performed maintenance
in ALl '

At 1100, received phone call from CC"E" alerting us for
covezent to the 5South this PN to take up five (5) kilometer sector
in line. Complete details by Lialson Officer later.

Liaison Officer arrived &t 1300 with orders for movement.
CC"8" is to relieve Companies ™4™, 3", "C7, "LT7, ané "I of the
319th Regiment of the 80th Infantry Division by 1500«

Captain Hays ané the Reconnalssance Fl=toon weat with
guides froz 10th and contacted each company weé were to relieve.
As each position was picked a gulde was sent back to pick up the
companies and bring them to their positions.

A/37 and C/10, and B/37 and A/10 moved to high ground
South of Gruna from coordinates 533570 to 580580. Companies .
facing South.

¢c/37 and B/10 moved to position Northeast Siegmar and
Southeast Rabenstein from coordinates 578587 to 598608. Company
facing Scutheast.

D/37 end Assault Guns moved to Position North Rabenstein
frox coordinates 608598 to 598620 facing East.

Battalion CP located at Gruna.

18 AFRIL, 1945

Captain Dwight visited CC"B" about 1000 and returned with
the news that we are to be relieved today by the 76th Division.
Todey or tomorrow we are to move West to Division Assembly Area
in the vicinity of Sommeritz (627-629), and then ve are to move
west to Fulda. We will be in the XVIII Corps of the 3rd Army.
Gther troops will be the 10lst airborne, 5th and 8th Divislons.
From Yulda we will push Southeast to join the Russians.

Col. Cohen visited the CP at 1100.

Company Commander's meeting at 1500 at which time the move
was discussed.

Received message from 10 seying our companies will be
relieved this afternoon; will withdraw to ground vicinity 588555.

-9 -
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18 AFRIL, 1945 (CONT'D)

Message froz lLieisorn Officer at 1520 orderiag reconnaissance
made of area tO0 which we are moving tomorrow (627-62%9). Recon-
nz2issance Flatocn and lst Sergeants from eaclL company left to H
reconnoiter area at 1600.

jaison Cfficer brough kr. Davenport, Ccllier's var
Correspondent, to CF for visit at 1430. Lert at 1700,

D/37 ani issault Guns relieved at 1700.
4/37 end B/37 relieved st 1830.
c/37 relieved at 200C.

-

Col. abrams, CO CC"5", cade & soclal visit to CF at .
2100; left a2t 233C.

" Received phcne call at 2335 from CC"B" saying Division
wouléd begin to move to assexzbly area vicinity Sommeritz (627-629)
at 1200 tomorrow. :

19 APRIL, 1945 ‘
Liaison Ofricer brought orders to move to vicinity of
Sommeritz at 12)). Order of March for CCB: D/25, C/704, 37th,
10th, CCB, 22, B/24, B/46, B/126. Route of March: IP 533586,
RJ 318578, Gosnitz, Schmolin to unit assembly eareas.
~Order of M2rch for 37: D, Hg, A, B3, C, Tns.

Company commanders meeting at 0945, order of march and
route given out. D moves to IF at 1200.

Col. Roberts, CO CC"B"™ while Col. Abrams is on TD with
20th AD for 7 days, visited CP at 1030, left at 1105.

D crossed IP at 1213.
Br closed in assembly area at 1630. D in vicinity of

Weissbach; A vicinity Untecschen; R vicinity of 227647, C & Sv
in Sommeritz. Bn CP loceted Welsstach for night. .
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20 APRIL, 1945

No movement orders received so companies were given
training schedule consisting of crew training, radio tenders
ipnstructions, first echelon maintenance of vehicles and men.

Major Spires, Assistant Adjutant General, called and
tock up matters of personnel.

Captain Dwight and Captein McMehnon attended meeting
at CC"R" at 1300,

Compény ~ommander's meeting at 1630.

21 APRIL, 1945

Today was devoted to clezning end maintenance of
venicles and equipment, driving instructions, and crew drill
for the tank companies.

General Hoge, Division Commanding General, paid the
Battalion & short visit this afternoon.

Yovies were shown this evening for the tirst time
in this area.

22 APRIL, 1945

The companies followed a training schedule of cleaning
vehioles and weapons, crew drill, and gunnery instruction,

The Red Cross Clubmobile served each company between
the hours of 1100 and 1300.

Colonel Roberts, acting CO of CC"B", visited this
Headquarters about 1500.

A meeting of Company Commanders was held at 1600, at
which time the promotions of Lt. North %o Captain, and Lt.
Nolan to lst Lieutenant, were announced.

1t. Col. Parker, CC 94th Field Artillery Battalionm,
visited us at about 16390.

-

Movies were shown egain this evening.

.11 -
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1

O

23 APRIL, 1945

Training scheduls todey eclled for maintenance of
vehicles, imstruction ir raedlo procedure, cnd general cleaning
of clothing and personnel.

MAT LA,

¢

A mossage was recsived from CCYB" gaying that we would
probably move TOBOITOW,

AT Tt

liaison Ufficer errived et 1930 with details of the
move., Compeny Commander‘'s meeting was held at 2030,

[N RN S

[

Route of march: IP RJ157619, Autobahn West to Auto-
bahn crossing Southwest of Hermsdor? (J9063), South on Autobahn
to vicinity Beyreutk. Our bivouaec party, consisting of the
Reconnaissance Flatoon and Pirst Sergeants, which left =2t moon .
today will meet the Rattaliom North of Bayreuth.

T

Order of march for CC¥3": D/25, ¢/704, 37th, 10th,
CC"R", 22nd, E/24, B/46, B/126, witt A/489 dispersed in the
column,

Order of march fer Battalion: ©D7, Hq, "C", 937, ™A%,
Service, Departure time betwesen 0900 and 1000,

Major Bauti returned this evening from CCTA"™ and <::>
essumed command of the Rattalion, Captain Dwight Ex. Officer,
Captain Hays S-2, Captain M¥eNahon S-2,

Phone call from G-l announced thet Staff Sergeant
Herman L. Walling'cs commission had come through.

Movies were shown again this evening.

24 APRIL, 1945

The Battzlion moved today to Stockau (683539),
following prescribsd route except for detour vicinity Hirsch-
berg %o avoid blown bridge. Rcute from Bayreuth: Atfchig,
Neunkirchen, Leben, Stockeau. Head of column crossed IP 1220,
arrived here at 2100,

During ¢the march, a tank from the 35th Tank Battalion,
Just aheed of our loading vehicles, was knocked out by a bazooka
fired by a civilian who escaped. First aid was administered to
members of the crew by Major Bautz and Captain Bavs,

"A" and "B" Company vicinity Neumkirchen, *C® vieinity
Glutzdorf, Service vicinity Atobhig, “D" Company wicinity Lessau.

Pistanece traveled 105 miles. <::>
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25 APRIT, 194°%

Comranies devoted the day to maintenance and cleaning
of vehicles after the long march of yesterday.

Captain Dwight and Ceptain Haye went out during the
afternoon and selected a range site for tank firing.

Major Baum of CC"B" visited the CP and conferred with
Staff Sergeant Kenneth J. Smith of Company "C", one of the men
who left with the task force on March 26, and who returned vesterday
with a wealth of information about the experlences of the troops
taking part in the mission, and of his own escape, recapture and
eventual liberation.

HEighlights of Sergeant Smith's story are as follows:
The task force started out the night of 26 March and met no
oprosition until reaching the town of Gemunden. Two tanks were
knocked out there. The column by-passed the town and headed North
for Hamelburg, where stiff opposition was met in the form of tanks,
SP's and small arms. Hamelburg waes entered at 1630 and the medium
tanks held the town while the lignht tanks and half-trascks went on
to the P camp and released all the prisoners. It was dark by the
time they were ready to return. They went back through Hessdorf,

and after leaving that town, ran into bazooka fire, so the column

turned back to Hessdorf to plan a new route. The men were ex-
heusted and dropped off to sleep until 0700, Soon after starting
out egaln they ran into direct tank fire from all sides, were
overwhelmed and taken prisoner, and taken to Nurnburg. The Red
Cross ordered them out of there because the city was to be bombed,
so they were taken towards kunchen. On the way Sergeant Smith
escaped and stayed with & German family for eight (8) days. After
leaving there he was recaptured and held until released by elements
of the 1l4th Armored Divicion. 1In Sergeant Smith's opinion, the
operation would have been successful had they started out five (5)
hours earlier, and if the men had been rested before jumping off.

26 APRIL, 1945

The training schedule called for maintenance of vehicles,
crew drill, classes in radio maintenance, with "C" Company firing
on the range this afternoon using old German vehicles as targets.

Lt. Col. Abrams, Divisicn Surgeon, visited the CP this
afternoon, also Lt. Col. Parker, CO of the 94th Field Artillery
Battalion.

The Red Cross Clubmobile served all companies during
the afternoon.

F




_3 ra“éi
Battzlion Diary, Ho 37th Tank Bn., 5 April, 1945 (Cont'd)

27 APRIL, 1945

Compenies "i", "B", and "D" fired on the range today,
the time before and after firing being devoted to dry runaning
and correcting deficiencies noted during the firing.

xajor Fee, S-3 of CC"B", was a visitor today, also
Major Dayton of the Historian's Cffice cf the Third Army.

Kitchens were set up ané served "B" ratioas today.
Monthly physicel inspection was held today.

28 APRIL, 1945

Ve jor Bautz attended & Unit Commander's meeting at
Division Headquarters at 1000.

_ Company Commender's meeting was held at 1600, at
which time Major Bautz explained the general situation. The
4th Armorei Division is in 12th Army Group Reserve, earmarkea
for Third Army. '

Other subjects discussed were discipline, morale,
standards of dress, increased attention to maintenance, march
discipline, and our responsibilities in the occupational police
of the areas we occupy.

Orders arrived announcing the promotion to Captain
of Lt. Pancake and Lt. ¥hitehill.

"D" Company received four (4) new M-24 light taaks.
29 APRIL, 1945

No training schedule was'put out today, giving men
an opportunity to attend church services, wash clothing, etc.

Major Bautz attended a Unit Commander's meeting at
Division Headguarters at 1000,

30 APRIL, 1945

Schedule today called for crew drill and maintenance,
but was interrupted by the fact that today is payday, and a USO
show is bteing held in Bayreuth, to which the companies sent men
for each of the three (3) shows..

- 14 =
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20 APRIL, 1945 (Cont'd) |

At 1500 e message came in that the Division has been
releaced to the XII Corps. Captein Mckahon, Lt. Roberts, a
Section of the Rcn PFlatocn, and a2 billeting party from eact
company left at 1330 to report to CC"A™ et Buhl. Latest
informetion 1s that we may move tomorrow afternoon.

For the Z2attalion Commander:

;KQ¢Z4,143-¢£Z2244,

. WILBZRT B, ALBIRS,
4CIG, Usa,

Ad jutant,

- 15 -
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HEADQUARTERS TEIRTY SEVENTH TANK BATTALION

APO 254, US Army
5 May, 1945
SUBJECT: Battalion Diary.
TO : The Adjutant General, 4th Armd Div, APO 254, US Army.
1 MAY, 1945

No movement orders were received today. Battalion
moves tomorrow at approximately 0700. Order of march for CC"B": :
D/25, ¢/704, cC"B" Ha, B/24, B/46, 10, 94, 37, B/1l26, A/489 +
dispersed in column. Order of march for 37: "D", Hq & Hq Co.,
ncn, "B", mA" Service. CC"B" IP, 774560; Division IP, Heilnesruth,

Typhus booster shots were given this evening.

Company Commander's meeting was held at 1800, when the
march order and route of march were put out.

2 MAY, 1945

Head of column moved out at 0700, crossed Division IP
at 0830. Route of march: Route 85 to Regen, passing through
Creussen, Kirchenthumbach, Haag, Vilseck, Hahnbach, Amberg,
Schwandorf, Wackersdorf, Neubau, Roding, Cham, Miltach, Viechtach,
Patersdorf, Regen, Deggendorf, Deggenau, Waltersdorf, Schwanenkirchen,
Iggensbach to Schollmach (U997318). Arrived 0130, length of march,
155 miles. Hq, Service, "A", "B" and "C" in and around Schollnach,
"D" Company at Engelfing, U990338.

3 MAY, 1945

Companies spent the day on maintenance work after the
long road march of yesterday.

Major Bautz attended meeting at CC"B".at 1500.

Company Commander's meeting was held at 1900, The
general situation was given out. 4th AD to take Prague. Two
routes are available, Route 11 to Pilsen and 14 to Prague, or
the Munich-Prague highway. Administrative matters taken up were
march discipline, bumper markings, saluting, and smoking by drlvers
and tank crews.

Bt .
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nnn Company went out on patrol during the morning,

uzh towns of Kese jovice, Hvozdeny, Rozmital, 2latna,
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-t aprroximeately 1200 = rzdio messaze V28 recelved
oriering cessation OF 21l offensive action, ani créering defensive
positions taken up. Shortly after =z written messaze we® receivec
anacuncinz the unconditional surrender of all Ger=-an forces to tie
allies, effective 0001B Hours 9 kay, 1945. Cory of this messaze 1is
enclosed.
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HEADYARTERS 4TH AR{ORSD DIVISION ‘
APD 24, U. S, Aray

7 Ma: 1945

The following message from the Supreme Commander is repeated for the
information and guidance of all concerned;

TO CG 4LTH ARMD DIV %
FROM SHAEF FOR"ARD 0710308 MAY 1945
REF NO F4D-20801
CITE SHGC"I; BOOK MESSAGE '

1. A REPKESINTATIVI OF THZ GERZAN HIGH COL{\ND SIGKZID TYZ UNCONDITIO:'L
SURKENDER OF ALL GER:iAN LAND, SEA, AND AIR FORCES IN EUROPT TO TS (LLI®D
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE AND SIMULTANEOUSLY TO THE SCVIRT RIG!" COLIIND AT OLL1
HOURS CENTRAL EUROPEAN TI'E, 7 MAY UNDER “HICH ALL FORCES WiILL CE SE ACTIVE
OPERATIONS AT OOO1B HOURS 7 MAY.

2. EFFECTIVE LM EDIATELY ALL OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS BY ALLIED .
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE WILL CEASE AND TROOPS WILL R®\IN IN PRESENT POSTTIONS.
MOVES INVOLVED IN OCCUPATIONAL DUTIZS WTLL CONTINUE, DUE TO DIFFICULTITS
OF CGI{UNICATION THERZ MAY BI SOME ACTION. DEFENSIVE PRECI'TIONS WILL B3I
TAKEN,

3. ALL INFORLED DO'N TO AND INCLUDING DIVISIONS, TACTTIC'L IR COP’ TS
AND GROUPS, BASE SECTIONS, iND EWIVALENT, NO RELEISZ WILL 33 !14DT T) TT
PRESS PENDING AN ANMOUNCEZMENT BY THE HTADS OF THT THREI GOVERNIIMNTS.

SIGNED EISTVHOTER
By ecommand of Brigadier General HOGE: ;.
// P /"
A2 i d
Colone.., . C s

DISTRIRUTION: wBn Chiel ol Ztaff,


http:EUROPE.UJ

-

oeéverel siranze Lriers were received durin: t izy,
fiCh as frotesctin: Seri o troc;: frogm Cxech Far tﬂsanu, wnlich
wzre cerried out without tle usuzl enthusiasz,

The news concernians the uaconditional surrenier was
verly velccnsd Ly there rere nc ‘emoastrations. It wss =
ver: z:ziet dey.

Compznies srent the dzy ox piintenance aad clezninz of
Secticz of tho & Fl:z%toon rouniseil ur severzl hundéred

creh of foszitill onl r;uu-nad to the Fo cazp. The
12 fas truck:s s.ie zlieviltel the currsnt shortzze
€.,
wessage thlz cvenins said we will probably stev here for
“tlut L oveel. Bilietliz partles .rs ts te realy to leawve on call,
te 2 to our occuiaticnzl zrez and chooze billets. Vehicles are
s be cleaned up and prercrstions made for severzl long zmzrches,
C.lonel Purrer, T, C, o2 94, visited ths CF tiiz evening.
V=L Dzy wzas obeerved juietly,
5 .7, 1045
_—— ~ oy S S e £
uDUI_n16° continued maintenance work and cleaning of
clcthinz and vehicles, Czrt Iays went to Clympic Torviard and
trouzht btac fver’;" n> cur occupationzl zrea, rsenerzlly
o st osotkerc. s t for tre arez with Z billeting
S vt free e b Ooo
& -~ - - o aem - e - - . *
In, C. crriveld =zt 210C elth iastructions for the inter-
c::tion znd @izrseiticn of Ser <en troops estliited Lt 120,000
icvial toward our <res. D/37 plus 3/704 to estatlish outposts
=t Hvoziany (Z2€21) ani Zlatn: (4510) including road aets. o/37
Flus C/1C to zstlilish outzests at LI eazt of Geponux (280125).
Tllluvviaz points zre froo the surreadger ter;a: {a) wll wezzons
t> be colledted ari stored excert officers' ;istols and 1 rifle
with 10 rounds cf zzmc zer 1CC men. (b) all Germans including

civilians to hzlt in place and bivouac. (c) Germans to report
location @nid strensth to nearest ..llied unit, and await further
CrGers.

l'ovies viere 320'n to Compznies during the day =znid
evening.




tztt.iion ~lary, Hezijuarters 27th To=n: szttilion, © o llav, 1045

plll V3

1C 1LY, 194°

ROV e 9

NATl')NA‘(‘NI ]

3::;::1:3 contlinuel mointeno .ce zni cleawnlin., LT @ad i
"2 oroved to taxe up ovtpest posilicns ordered yssteriir., Whern }
"0 Cozmruny arrived thev found = wWnite Fussizn Div, hzd zlrezdy ‘
movel in, Cart. Donehue weat urp the reaal to coatact 2 troops R
s oriered by higher Zg. He founl thzt Fartisans hal fired on the 337
column Irn the vic of 1ilai. The 35 returned fire, zal the White i<
Iussiens joined in con the side of the Pazrtisans, resulitinz in = ye O
tittle in wrich 2bout 12 55 men were nilled. However Capt Donahue, (¢ -
flin~ an americz: flzT on his reer, stoprel the brittle ani z
brouzght the situation under contrcl. . German Corps Commandjer z
witrn hiz staff wes put in charses of :11 the enemy bevsusc arezs. ;

wovies were shown z3z2in this evening.

Zlezents of the Red .rzy mzie contzct with our units,
Taites of the US 90th Div. have mcved in on the restraininz line
to the ‘est of Lnzare. :

The andministrztive Center hzavinz been disbanded, our
Perscnnel Section returned to the Battalion.

rea for all Comrpanies.

=
(=3

~ U.3.C. Tnit zave three shows in the Battzlion I—Ieadquarter'

12 1LY, 1345

Having been relieved by elements of the 30t: Division,
Cozpany "aA"™ moved to vic 3letna. Cther Companies continued
mzintenance and cleaninzs of vehicles.

red Cross Clubmobliles visited each Company, =z2nd novies
were shown durinz the afternocn and evening

S MY, 1945

170 change in the disposition of the Comrazies.

Cart. Hays returned from the billetinz detail with
information o® the factlities sveailable, Battalion 3. will
be in Neumarkt, with the other Coxnr-nies in towns nearby.

Maior Hunter returne? from ths hosrital 1l-st nisht and
assumed command of the Bettalicn. Najor Bautz Ex. C., Capt Dwight .
3-3 and Capt. Eays S-2.

14 MAY, 1945

Companies rexmained in position, "D" Co. turaing over 3,50C ‘ ’

prisoners to the Russians. _ a",
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Narrative of the Attack of the 37th Tk Bn (CCh, Lth Armd Div) frox Vic RAIDS
to LLRIENT, 27 July te § August 19L%, as told by Capt <cMahon (I Company)

> 2 ¢
(Note: Cap* Mc¥ahon comranded D Company (Lt Tks) throughout the campaign. D Co
habitually led the 37th Bn advance which in turn was always at the head of the
combat command column. He told the sbéry with a minimum of questioning and with
a2 fluency (except for the first few days) which might indicate that he had been
over the narrative before.

The 4th Armd Div held a narrow front in the Cherbourg peninsula prior to
the breakthrough. One infantry battalion with B company 37th g; Bn relieved the
Lth Inf Viv in the sector between the 83d and 90th Inf uUivs. The latter two-divs
attacked 28 (7) Aug to pinch out mf the Lth Armd Div. The Lth Armd Div et 1L0O
29 August attacked in cklumn of combat commands, B leading, througr PERRIERS,

and CUUTANCES to AVRANCHES where the first serious opposition was encountered.

CCB entered AVRANCHES tre evening of 30 August and the division CP was set
up Just ezst of the city. During the night Germans came back into the city from
the west and south. The next morning Co D, 37th Tk Bn £&si} at the head of CCA
arrived at the crossmroads northwest of Avranches. They had been told that they
would get orders for further advance at Avranches. Capt McMghon halted his company
short of the bridge across the SEE river at this point and went up to the head of
column to contact the battalion command and find out where CCB was and what the
orders to advance were, At that moment a building across the street caved in,
another fe2l almost immediately afterwards. Capt McMahon thought at first of mines
or delayed action bombs. Then a tank started to blaze up ahead. OGerman AT guns
locatec on the high ground west and south of Avranches were firing into the CR

osition, = interdictory rather than observed fire for destruction apparently.

e terrain in which Co D was stopped is flat and marshy. One platoon of D Co
got off the road to the right and up into an xx orchard, A Co of the 37th deployed
behind them. The rest of Co D assembled in an area just east of the road.
and C Companies deployed@ on either side of the road north and the artillery
got into position in the vic of Li MONERIE, In the meantime the 8th Tk Bn (CCB)
was moving up to the CR from the west., Most of the casualties suffered in this
brief engagement wmx were in A Company, 8th Tk Bn, which ran into the AT fire when
they stuck their noses around the corner short of the CR., With the tanks in position

and firing, a company of infantry was sent down the road and the enemy was quickly
cleaned out. : ,

To continue the advance south, CCA split into four task forces, each built
around & company of tanks and each commanded by the tank company commander.
A company had two companies of infantry; B company, some infantry and a battery
of artillery; C company had a company of engineers and a battalion of arty; D compary
had a company of infantry and the Bn assault guns. D company was to advance on the
right flank of the combat command with the mission of securing the dam across the
SELUNE River and bridges in the vicinity. Enemy opposition from AVRANCHES down wa
stiff, D Company advanced in column, a platoon of tanks leading, followed by a
platoon of inf, a battery of assault guns, infantry company (-), a tank platoon,
the remdining tank platoon guarding the flanks of the. column. fask Force D bhad no:
maintenance except one recovery vehicle and their medical support consisted of one
peep and eight medics. They had 'no facilities for evacuating wounded or prisoners;
fortunately they had mmixx no need for either.,

The advance of D company southeast encountered a series of point battles at
road blocks or with isolated motorcyclists. At the little town of BLANCDINIEKE




the column halted briefly, and the civilians came out with wine, eggs, t omatoes,
flowers and crowded around the vehicles. A German column entered the town from
the opposite direction. There was some firing, and the Germans, surprised backed (:::)
out. Capt McMahon had his tank at a side street with the gun trainad down the
street, when he saw rm & German ambulance come towards him. Not wanting to shoot
he gestured at the ambulance to go back. It was some time before the German under-
stood; then he backed down the street in a hurry.

TF D moved on. Approaching the forest in the vicinity of LES CHERIS, .
Lt Donchue (2d Plat) spotted two AT guns at a road block on a road crossing the -
route of advance and sent word to Capt McMahon. McMahon decided that it was too
late in the day to go after them; it was getting dark amd they were only half way ~
to their objective. Lt Donahue said OK, then with his gunner got out of his
tank and went to take a look at the guns. Back in the tank they traversed the
turret at right angles to the direction of advance, put the tank in high gear.
As they crossed the road, the gunner fired one round, hit one of the guns and the
crew took off. The forest was apparently an artillery park; an ammunition dump
was located at southern edge near LA MAUDINERE, but there was no tinw %o clery I° !
71.. The infantry was sent in to mop up areas near the roads. In the meantime
tank fire had set the ammunition dump burning and the column was -fraid they
might not be able to get by, Ahead of them they could see an enemy column including
seven tanks fleeing south. They decided at last that if the infantry crouched
low in the halftracks and the peep Exonmogaeommst drivers prayed, they could make
it. They did and ®aught up with the German column ahead. They got one German
tank which broke down in the town of LA MAUDINEERE from mechaniral difficulties,
and machine gunned the crew which was scrambling out just as they came up.
Past the town they continued to fire at what they could see. In the meantime three
P47's came over ahead, and began playing the column in front of TFD. The planes
disabled the imdmkx vehicles and TFD disposed of the drews.

Although the map shows a road crossing the dam at the SELUNE River, it (:::)
turned out to be a footpath and TFD arriving there had to backtrack northwest to the
bridge at the main road south from VEZINS, Their route up alonz the river was a
narrow road cut into the steep banks and enfiladed from German positions across the
river. These held up the move briefly until the assault guns put a few rounds of
smoke on the high ground from which the @nemy fire was coming. The Germans, .
apparently, figuring this to be registration, for an artillery concentration, with-
drew. TFD crossed the river. It was then dark, but the objective still had to

be cleaned out and outposted. Two tank plateons and two infantry platfioons were
sent to sweep Iimswggl south bank of the river, while a squad of infantry was
despatched to the dam to take care of the guards there. The remaining tank plateon
and infantry platoon (-) outposted the road junction just south of VEZINS. In that
position the Task Force took the only substagntdal number of prisoners they got
during the fighting, when a German company led by five officers walked into our
lines thinking we must be friemdly troops. Although they had heard some of the
fighting, they said they thought it must be a landing of parachutists. The squad
sent b0 the dame had no trouble with the guards there, who were captured singly,

by sach other's invitation. Theoe guards were a regular guard compamy and although
there was some evidence that plans had been made to blou the dam, it was not to have
been done by the guards., They had been so completely surprised that Lt Donahue the
next morning walked into the power house and found the commander dhaving. Apparently
thinking Bonahue an escaped American prisoner, the German was sure hig last days had

come; he gurrendered on his knees praying.

The other three task forces had all reached their objectives by night and
the next morning m=t CCA reassembled in an area north of BARDET.. The IP for farther
advapce was DUCEY; thencexr CCA was to proceed to ST JAMES and then by secondary

roads advance on RENNES; while CCB advanced by the main roads. They reached ST JA%ii:>

VL3S ok
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with little opposition. They ran into two machine guns on the outskirts of St James
and one in a house on the main square of the town. The latter was knocked out by
one round of HE shot from the midst of the welcoming throng of natives. The Maquis
in thé city reported that the Germans had left fifteen minutes before on bicycles.
As the column moved through, however, a few Jerman armored cars came back in time

to mix with the battalion trains. The trains were able to take care of the cars
themselves, and the column moved on. (Indidentally capt McManon said that the
trains kept up with CCA throughout the campaign, that they were never short of
suppdies of any kind, that they were able to gas up at the end of each days's march.

The rest of the advance up to the outskirts of RENNES was marked only by
minor brushes with isolated enemy armor. The reconnaisgsance platoon flushed one
German tank which promptly retreated, went behind a building and blew itself up.

D Company found three more tanks parked xXwgxthexxwag in the barnyard of a house,
the crews busy eating. A few rounds of 37mm disabled the tanks and the Mi's coming
alonf later finished the job.

Approachinz RENNES Capt McMahon tuned in on ix his radio a comversation

between air and some higher headquarters. Air was preparing to bomb and strafe +
all vehicles in the vicinity of RENNES but was concerned that they were dispalying
red panels. "Are there any American vehicles in the vicinity?" "No," came the .

answer, qualified by advice to check with Corps. Corps called division instructing
venicles to display panels in prearranged pattern. Division ordered one column to
display ground signals. This was done and the air attack averted. Company
commanders were ordered thereafter to report their positions exactly every ten
minutes,

The advance was now proceeding x® against so little opposition that it
was decided to speed the march on RENNES by putting CCA on the main roads. CCA
got on the main road at BET.ON only 15 kms or so from Rennes. As the tanks advanced,
civilians along the route brought out prisoners at the point of a pitchfork, but
the tanks could not stop; they waved the prisoners to the rear.

: . It was considered inadbisable to rush headlong into as big a city as Rennes.
The 37th Tk Bn (-~ b Co. achd to 53d Armd Inf) therefore xEm went into »Sseibly

area in fields north of the city while the infantry deployed in assault positions.
Enemy guns then opened up on our positions which despite denloyment for assault were
still substantially just a narrow corridor along the north road into the city.

Attack on the city was delayed.

The next morning (2 Aug) a patrol of D Company was sent out to circle the towr
tc see what friendly troops were in the vicinity and where the enemy was. The patrol
made contact with a troop of the 2d Cav Gp which had been sent out by Army to find
out whe @ Tim: Lth Armd Div was. They found no enemy until orn the way back when
Lt Donahue, Imxaimxgme leading the patrol, found some Germans and tne Maquis fighting
in a village. He joined in the fight and when it was over, brought the Maquis officer
back to headquarters. This was the first contact the division had made with the

Maquis who were to prove of considerable help in the gx fighting on the peninsula.

On 3 August, the mission of the division was changed, and instead of :
attacking Rennes, CCA was ordered to move west and south. They thought at the time
that this meant bypassing the city. (No elements of CCA mxetz. entered Renned. Capt
McMahon thinks that some of CCB may have gone in.) The encirclement was a road
mal'chh su compietely free of enemy opposition that the column stopped at one point
for a five-minute break. Occasional isolated machine guns stopped the head of the
colvmn, (composed of pepps of the Ren Plat ver: breifly, but as Capt McMahon put it,
we had a way ©f dealing with that. It was not necessary to see the machine gun.

The lalKs swulg thelr turrets and put a battalion volley of HE on the general area.
That was usual¥y enough for the machine Junners.}



, When the battalion had closecd in tneir assembly arcz in the vicinity of
Rayx B.IN T BRETLLUT, they received for the first time the mission of blOCKlng
the southern escape routes from Rennes. The 37th Bn was generally responsible fer <:::>
the CHATEAUSIRON area, and they moved at once to JANZE. In this move they had a
fie2d dz; with fleeing Jermar venicles of every kind. Capt Mclahon said that evern
the cooks had a chance to sioot a German, Col Abrams's tank at the crossroads
soutnwzsy of JANZE met a busloac of retresting Jerries, wno at tne signt of the
American piled out of the bus like paratroopers being pushed from a plane. The
Germans hopped over a hedgerow and crouched behind it. Col Abrams blasted the hedge-
row wit: HE and then throughft the hole machine gunned the enemy.

Bach company of the 37th was assigned a blocking mission. Co D outposted
the trident of roads southeast of Chateaugiron, putting a platoon on each road in s
the arc from VENEFFLES to ST AUBIN., Battalion headquarters were located in the Co-
vicinity of AMANDIS with one company of infantry which was later moved to St Aubin.
Chateaugziron was particularly important because it was discoverea from pRX prisoners
that it was a German traffic control peint. German vehicles came down all three
roads posted by Company D the afternoon of 3 August but nothing got through. \
On 4 Augzust it was decided to lay an artillery concnetration on Chateaugir¢
and attack with cozpany D ana a com.oany of infantry to establish road blcoks to ‘
the northwest. Before the attack, however, a frenchman from Chateuagiron came out
and reportea that there were no Germans in the town and would they please spare it.
(There was & large abbey there.) Co D and infantry therefore moved down the road -
and found the town unoccupied as the frenchman had reported and set up road blcoks
on the north side. Here they made another contact with the 2d Cav, finding an
armored car and two peeps crusing around with no idea of where the Lth Armd was.

The afternoon of L August the 37th Bn reassambled in the vicinity of
AMANDIS and took a rest, virtually their first since the breakthrough. On the
morning of the 5th, they moved out towards VANNES, the next objective of CCA.
The comnuand assembled on the march, IP at BAIN DE BRETAGNE, and reached Vannes
in the afternoon after a march of 1oé kilometers. On the way down, they methodicall_y
destroyed all possible means of communication which the enemy in their rear might
use to warn forces ahead of them. The only thing that held them up was a destroyed
bridze at ST MARTIN which the engineer companyn%A=2u) repaired.

Vdnnes, they found had been taken by the Maquis although there were a
few Germans outside and some firing still going on in the city. The entire popu-
lation of VANNES was waiting outside the town to welcome the Americans. The 37th
was sent through the city so that the people would be reassured by the sight of
lzemgioms American tanks. (The maquis had taken the town before only to have the
Germans return and execute heavy reprisals.) The maquis here were well organized
in the Division Bretagne and they took over the task of outposting the city for the
night. Their men were armed with American carbines and British Sten and Lew1s guns
Except for the 37th Tk 8n, CCA went around Vannes mrboouwrdsumba RTINS
circling to the north and then rvowds assembling Just east of the city.

Sunday morning (6 Aug) C company, & company of infantry and a group of
maquis went out to get a pocket. of Germans reported om the road to AURAY. In the
road ¥ just outside Vannes they found about 75 ensmy vehicles defended by about L
200 infantry with 20mm AA guns - apparently an antiaircraft outfit that had been
Joired by a truck zmdm cdlumn, The tanks with the assistance of the maquis destroyed
all the vehicles and either killed or captured all the infantrymen. "The infantry
did nothing." Other medium tank companies of the battalion went on other ecouring )
missions while Company D outposted the assembly arsa.

The night of 6 August, all commands were briefed on the planred attack of
LORIENT. Capt Mciahon said it was the most serious briefing he hed ever attended.
Much was known of the strength of the Lorient defenses, plans of which they had, <:::>




e

though as it turned out there were more guns they didn't know about than guns that
they did.

The key to Lorient was thought to be HENNEBCNT with its one known bridge
across the BLAVET River. (The second bridge is not shown on the 100,000 map and
was unknown to CCA at the time.) The maquis were to hold the bridge at Hennebont
and prevent its demolition. A major of the maquis at his own request accompanied
CCA in one of its leading venicles. Again CCA counted on speed of attack and sur-
prise to gain its objective before the enemy could prepare his defenses. They
moved out very early in the morning before mxxixx darlight, advanced rapidly to
AURAY. Although they kept getting reports of enemy ahead they did not encounter
any until just in front of Auray. There at the road junction was a German outpost
of infantrymen and a motorcyclist, At the approach of the recn plat of the armored
column the motorcpclist made a bid to escape, but was cut down by 50 cal fire.
Capt McMahon is inclined to attribute a large part of the success of the operation
against Lorient to the fact that this messenger was unable to get ma away to warn
$he enemy. He pointed out that Auray was an easily defendable place since the
only approach to it was a causeway about half a mile lonzg on each side of which
was either water or marsh. But CCA arrived there ab about seven in the morning
and the Germans were caught by surprise. Although the AT _ ... which Iomesxxrm
xxxewxyxxxa were placed along the causeway and in the town were manned, the 3é&
piatoon and recn plat spearheading the advance were able xm in ever; case to
fire first and not a single round of German AT opposed the column's advance.

In the town itself the narrow twisting streets made it possible for the advance
eiements of the column to get right up on the defending guns and fire before they
were tnemselves recognized.

@n Auray one of the leading vehicles sprung a leak in the radiator and it
was decided to halt briefly. The town began immediately to erupt Germans. Every
house seemed to have at least one. They ran out the back ways and tried to escape
down alleys. The tanks opened fire. More Germans were routed out of ditches
in the tall grass outside of town. When the column moved out of town, sections of
it were burning and scores of the enemy were dead in the streets, K

Advancing towards Hennebont, the 3d plat leading the column engaged in
a running fight with the tail end of a Russian (white) cavalry unit (which was
later engaged and wiped out by CCA just east of Hennebont.) But at the moment
hedgerows hemmming the road made it impossible for the column to wmpdwy flank
tre enemy and hit him in force. Just east of Hennebont the column was stopped
momentarily at a& road block which the enemy was just getting into position. It

consisted of steel angle irons with mine fields to the front and defended by MG's.

It so happened that the Frenchman who lived in the house beside the block was a
Mx Maquis. He informed the Rcn Plat of the location of the minefields and told
them that the block itself was not booby trapped. The block was thus easily removed
the mine fields bypassed and the advance continued.

Co D arrived in Hemnebont and the advance vehickes were preparing to cross
the bridge when the mW® enemy blew it up literally in their faces. Shortly thereafter
German AT guns emplaced on high ground west of the river opened fire. They ecored
two hite on a halftrack of the rcn plat, which temporarily disabled but did not des-
troy it, and two grazing hits on one light tank which "scratched the paint.” At
the same time a hail of machine gun bullets struck the town. Leading tanks of the
3d platoon fired volleys of 37mm at the German positions and one AT gun was observed
to have been hit. Capt McMahon and Lt Mueller (CO, 3d Plat) ortoaooosxzmat
dismounted to reconnoitre from high ground which a maquis pointed out to them. They
found that the rbidze had been blown beyond repair and was besides still under heavy
enemy fire. It was decided to send infantry across the river in assault boats to
establish a bridgehead. No sooner had the decision been made than the enemy opened
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a violent concentration of artillery (88, 105, 150, on the town. Again it was
apparently not observed fire but a concentration designed Xz either to drive

our forces from the town or prevent them from entering it. Although the whole

of D company was in the town, they suffered no casualties during the fire. Two
pepps were destroyed and most of the tanks had their antennae Ikmwmo@f®® shot off.
The plan of crossing infantry in assault was abandonnzd. From maquis D company
learned for the first time of the second bridge across the river about two or three
kilometers north of Hennebont. Under the artillery concantration Capt McMahon
rropoocaat orgamized a task force of his tanks and a company of infantry to

mover up along the river to the bridge north. The organization was made difficult
by the fact that two of his platoon leaders, Lt Donahue and Lt Mueller, were
wounded Xmxkz by sirdX the shelling, though not seriously. Lt Donahue zot a

sliver through his cheek and was not evacuated; Lt Mueller was blown against the
dide of a tank by the blast of an almost direct hit, and knocked unconscious for
about half an hour, but was all right on coming to.

Co B, 37th Tk Bn,with Co A, 53d Inf, moved out of town down the river
road. The road wound along the side of the high river bank with a 100-foot sheer
drop in places down to the xkwux water. The enemy had AT guns along the road,
but they held their fire until the column had passed, then fired into D company's
rear, Other AT guns fired from across the river where there was a large factory,
and some concrete pill boxes. The only other defensive position they could observe
was a flak tower. Tnhe tanks fired a combination of HE and AP at all these positions
and succeeded in silencing all the heavy fire from across the river. The AT guns
to their rear, the tanks could not cope with without exposing themselves since in
the terrain sm it was impossible to get off the road which the guns were firing down.
The infantry company at last was able to get into position where they ecould set up
a 60mm mortar in a ditch from which they could see the German guns. Under the mortar
fire the AT guns pulled out, got into a side street in the town (name unknown; it
is not marked on the 100,000 map) and they were knocked out there by the tanks.
A platoon of infantry went down the road to clean up any remaining Germans, then <:::>

both tanks and infantry crossed the bridge which had apparently not been prepared
for demolition,

In the meantime B and C companies leading CC4 in flanking Hennebont to the
north by ST GILES, ran into the Russian cavalry unit which was defending thes
approach to the rbidge. {This was a horse cavalry unit of white Russians.) Co
C apparently suffered comparatively heavy losses;(the C¥ and First Sgt were killed)
but the enemy was completely destroyed.

From the crossiny above Hennebont D company moved north west by trail roads
running into the main road south into Lorient =z just above CAUDAN. At the main
crossroads (752305) they ran into two AT guns and a batter: of 44 held by about 3
companies of infantry according to PW's reports. D commany contained ol
the enemy here while B company coming up outflanked it to the north, destroyed the
AT guns and set on fire a large enemy barracks nearby. They found about 100 bicytles
in the vicinity. D company then established outposts to the east while the rest of
the column moved through the crossroads. -

Although Caudan was under artillery fire, the entire column was able to
move through and assembled in an area at the im=tm large bend in the road to the
south. Here the 37th Tk Bn and two companies of infantry established an allaround
defensive position which was virtually an xzz3sl island in the middle of enemy territor;
The next day they attempted to set up a defensive line. B company with a comparny -
of infantry occ pie. the high ground to the west at about (736247), running into
four 120mm guns in the process which lmxkmme were knocked out simply by virtue of
the fact that the B company platoon recovered first from the surprise and got the
firet ehnte in. D company set up an OP in the vicinity of KERBEBON from which they
"7~ - = -=vt of the eremy's permanent fortification on the other side of the

O
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stream tributary to the BLAVET River. They could see barracks to the south, and
four dug in 88mm gun positions and a battery of searcnlights. They fixs directed
two-battalion concentrations of artillery on these positions and observed at least
two direct hits on guns. HE and WP were put on fhedemxxaxks on barracks building,
while the mortar platbon took Xywxsx another under fire.

C company with a company of TD's occupied a village at (763260) and Col
Abrams planned to send infantry to occupy the high ground between C and B. This
was on 9 Aug, and orders came EXxX%ffx to withdraw the battalion to Vannes where
it was to pass into reserve under CCR. The move was made at about 1600 9 August.
From that time to 28 Aggust the 37th Tk Bn remained umder CCR.

Following are company officers, Co D, 37th Tk Bn:

CO, Capt John C. McMahon
‘1st plat, Lt Klingbeil
2d Plat, Lt Donahue

3d Plat, Lt Mueller

CO, recn plat (which continuously led the advance of CCA) lst Lt Marion L. Harris.



" Hennebont. , .

m‘(;lﬂ C .
Interview with LtABarris, CO ren plt, 37th Tk Bn - Action at AURAY & HENNEBONT

" Oet 16 19LL -

The only German outposts at Auray were two motorcyclists on high ground 4
above the causeway leading into town. When Lt Harris in his halftrack leading
the recn plt whieh in turn was leading the CCA column approached, the motorcyclists
were not on the alert., They did not become aware of the approaching column until
it was well within firing distance. They then got on their machines and tried to o
escape, but both were shot down by Lt Harris with cal 50 MG. Lt Harris then went :
on in to Auray. The garrison was not alerted. Severgl ensmy trucks on the main
road and in side alleys were fired on by +t Harris and destroyed., (Note: standard
50 cidlibre ammunition was used, two rds of Ap, two rds of incendiary and one tracer
in each five rounds.) The first enemy defenses that Lt Harris came to were three ‘
amall calibre AT guns (either 20mm or French 25mmp near the center of twon. The guns .
were emplaced on the xx sidewalks. Only one of the guns was manned; Lt Harris
machine gunned the crew before they could fire. The crews of the other two guns
were sleeping or at breakfast. 'The recn plt destroyed the guns. (Note; at this
time the only armament of the platoon which had one halftrack and five peeps was the
50 calibre machine gun on the half track. Seven men armed with M1's rode in the
halftrack, Lt Harris manning the MG; three men rode in each pepp, two Wwith M1's,
the driver with a Thompson MG) Since that time, all jeeps have been fitted with
Cal 30 MG's and the halftrack has-acquized an additional C;l 50 and a Cal 30.)

S
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The piatoon proceeded through-the eity, firing contimuously, although there ‘
was little answering fire from the enamy whose only concern seemed to be to escape
from the buildings down back alleys. .

Note: correction off Capt McMahon's story of the road block. Mine fields had
been laid on either side of the 1ca? buucx but the fields were still marked off .
with wire and posted. The mx road was not mined, although mines were piled by the
sides evidently intended to be used for that purpose. One of the steel uprights
was in position. The block had apparently been removed to-allow the enemy cavalry
untt to pass through, and the enemy had not had time to put it back. :

- In the advance from Auray to Hennebont, the plt engaged in a running fight
with the Russian cavalry, who were the first enemy encountered during the march to
Lorient who fought back with determination. They ran down the road and through -
the fields but stopped at ditches and other cover and fired back. The column did
not stop but contimued on into Hennebont., It Harris on approaching the town could
see Germans on the bridge and opened fire on them. D/37 came up. Then enemy AT
guns fired fram the opposite side of the river. Lt RHarris! halftrack was hit several
times, putting holes in the radiator, and blowing both tires. After a few mimutes of
this fire fight, the bridge blew with an explosion that hurled huge blocks of concrete -
two or three blocks behind our troops. Lt Harris decided ta back his halftrack out
of town while there was still some water in the radiator. He got out just in time.
When he reached the eastern outskirts the enemy laid down a heavy concentration of
artillery which levelled the center of the town. The five jeeps of the recn plt -
renainsed in town. One was destroyed, all were damaged. Three men of the platoon
were wounded as they sought shelter. in building after building which caved in on
them. After this action, Lt Harris was forced to withdraw from the column to make
repairs and get replacements. He therefore took no part in the rest of action beyond
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norrnents concerni.:g su. ply curing the mcve fpom Avranches to
Tewoze cm@ L-en teo —orient as mede by Tant. Levreace Uirsocky, S—-&
C7iy Tenil Bne -

"The rspid move south wa;ld have been impossible with the
vezuler cllowe.ce of gescline." The regular allowince 1o be
cerriecd in the trein was over 5000 gellons (1052 - 5 gal. drums)e.
Actucll:- this amount was dcuwieds 'Mhe itchens were *colizn frorm

the resuler cargo carriers and placed in trailers or other avsailable
plzcesz zo that the cargo ce Ticrs could carry more gascline. 011,
etcs

The kitchens were not used during this period b cause of the
rarié movement. K rations end 10 in 1 retions w ere the order of
G .
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Action Outside of Vannes, .rance, on 6 August 1944 as relziecd by Capt. #illiam
Dwight, A3 and lLiaison Officer of tne 37th Tank Bn., at the Bn CP located outside

Serres, France, on 20 October 1l%uu. ~ .
—— e - - = = S - | T o
On the 6th of August a Task Force composed of C Company 37th Tk Bn and C (:::)
Company 53rd Inf Bn was orgamized and ordered to go outside of Vannes and cleam

up some enemy which had been reportec by the Magui. Capt. Dwight cammanded the
Task Force, It was planned that the tanks would advance first, with the company °
of infantry immediately followinz. The 1lst plattoon of tne infantry would deploy

on and adjacent to the road used by the tanks. The other platoons would sweep the
areas on both flanks of the 1st platoon. As the far as the infantry was conerned,
the plan was guite impossible during the early period of the operation becauge the

houses of the city, with connecting walls and courtyards, extending almost to
where the first enemy were encountered made deployment ogf the road almost im-
possible., Consequently, until after the town had besen completely cleared, it was
impossible for the infantry to deploy off the road,

Soon after they started to move up the road toward the enemy about 1000, the
leading tank, containing among others the platoon leader, Lt. Jonathan Andzrson, and
Sgt Howard Smith, the tank commander, espied and enemy 20mm, dueal purpose A4 and

AT gun about 1500 yards away., Since buildings flanked both sides of the road it
was necessary to make a frontal attack on the gun, clearly visible on the shoulder

of the road. As the lead tank approached the gun , it began firing with HE am-
muniition. The gun scored five hits upon the tank whicn damaged the tank's peri-
scope but didn't otherwise inhibit its operatkon. Sgt Smith/¢ received eye in-
Jjuries but was not treated until some time later., The gun was, however, knouked

out and run over. The column proceeded up the road where two similar guns and

one 37m were knopcked out. As thetanks advanced, they were fired on by Germans
with small arms who took ®over in bushes, ditches or other available protection,
The column was also fired upon by automatic weapons mounted on trucks in nearby

fields. These, too, were destroyed by the tanks. .. ‘

As the tanks reached the area where most of the enemy were concentrated,

the latter took flight up the road in any and all conveyances available. The
1st platoon chase these fleeing vehicles and shot many up. Then these were pushed (:::)
offif the road and the chase contirmed. So i:tent was Lt. Anderson qn his chase that
he could not be contacted by Cpat. Dwight via radio even though it was operative,
Capt Dwight was attempting to recall him to have him help clean up the area.
During this entire period the tanks were shootinz into the woods with 30's, 5O's,
and 75 HE., Where possible they were leaving the read and cleaning up resistance,

The infantry were reluctant to leave the ditches adjacent tothe f£44 road and
conseguently were slow to move up behind the tanks. In fact; the tanks went through
the area occupied by the enemy once, returned through the area and turnsd and went
through it again befor e the infantry would be moved throughs

' In the afternoon, when the area had been cleaned out, the tanks and infantry
were assembledos The tank platoons were then ordered to each lead an infantry platoon
to roads that Were to be outposted by the latter. As Lt., Anderson was taking his
platoon out, he rounded a bend. 'In doing @o he was killed by fire from an armored car
which had escaped earlier in the day. Sgt Smith took over and the armored ar, with
two other vehicles; was quickly taken care of., There were no further incidents during
the day and the infanmiry outposted the arca for the night.
Thie operation ended about 1630, The enemy eccountered was an AA outfit—not

in defensive positfions, and offered only intermittant and sporadic resistance. They
were interested mainly in escaping, and-uged all means possible to do so. About

150 prisoners were taken and 60 or 70 vehicles were destroyedo

| ‘ ) e
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Note on Action at Vannes: Source, Lt Col Abrams, CO 37th Tk Bn

S/Sgt Howard J. Smith, tk comdr of the pank which led C/37 in the assault
out of Vannes, 6 Aug, received five direct hits on his tank; one round knocked
out his bow gun, the second destroyed his psriscope. As Sgt Smith was leaning out

of his tank to see. a third shell bursting close by partidlly blinded him, fragments °

penetrating one eyeball, Although he could no longer fire, he continued to lead
the assault, directing fire of the tanks behind. He ran over and destroyed four
antitank guns. Lt Anderson, was killed in the fight, and Smith took over command.
Despite his painful wounds he refused evacuation and commanded his platoon against
the enemy cavalry near Hennebont. He stayed with his outfit until they were taken
from the line, and his wounds were not treated until he returned to Vannes. Sgt
Smith was coammissionsd a second lieutenant. He was killed in action around Nancy.
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Interview with Capt Lamison, CO C Company, 37th Tk Bn '

16 Oet 194L

(Note: Capt Lamison took over command of the company 7 August when Capt Smith was
killed in the action around Hennebont. Lamison had previously been motor officer
and had participated in very few of the company actions.) :

T
Wt e e

m Capt Smith was killed just as the company moved out of assembly - :: -
area prepared to follow B/37 in attack through St Gilles to the bridge at Lochrist. o
C company did not participate irk this fight because it was impossible to get off 5.
the road and come up on B company's flanks, i
From the assembly area at Caudan on 8 August C company, 37th, and one .

platoon of TD's attacked four concrete pillboxes located on the side of a hill east

of Caudan where they could fire direct fire on the road into Lorient. The boxes

which were sqaure and mounted artillery of better than 150mm were part of the
permanent d=fenses of Lorient. Tanks and TD's fired AP which penetrated :nd crumbled
the thin concrete walls. The crews fled, possibly to the gaxxxixemx barracks in a small
village wast of the emplacement., Artillery fire was directed at the village, but
effects were not observed. C/37 suffered no casualties in the engagement and returned
thereafter to the assembly area,

-




Interview with Capt Leach, CO B company, 37th Tk Bn

(Note: Capt Leach during the action 28 July to 9 August commanded the 1lst plt under
Capt Tiges, Co comdr. Capt Tiges was wounded by mortar fire in the Bn assembly
area north of Rennes., He was unable to get around, but continued to command from

Tiges wounded again in the hand by the sudden closing of his tank hatch cover on
8 Aug was evacuated and turned over command to Lt Leach.)

under Lt Bohn was leading followed by the first and third. First enemy resistance

of town, Lt Bohn took his bow gunner and went on dismounted reconnaissance through
the town towards the church, He saw one enemy SP gun which saw him at the same time
and opened fire hitting the gunner. Lt Bohn helped the gunner back and then con-
tinued recon., He found an enemy tank im parked in town. To'find out if it was
occupied, Lt Bohn fired his tommy gun at it. The tank replied, and Lt Bohn returned
to report his findings to Capt Tiges. The C_ordered him to proceed into town.

. The enemy tank had withdrawn. The infantry 8eployed on foot to clean out the twon,
and the tanks fired several rounds of HE into the building, setting some on fire.
Just outside town Lt Bohn's tank in the lead was hit by an enemy SP from behind a
hedgerow. All the drew wer-= iajured but were able tc get out before the tank burned.
In another tank Lt Bohn led his platoon to the east; enemy infantry were hidden behind
hedgerows; though they could not be seen continous s/a fire came from the fields.

: First platoon mearmhile was ordered through the town to flank the enemy opposing
Bohn from the south. Reaching an orchard south of town, Lt leach saw two German
tanks in the bend of the road in the vic of FOSSE. Although they wers at extrese

omarancxx destroyed by the combined fire. One of tHe “platoon tanks which <
<t wandered off after the second platoon wa.sa%;s royed by an enemy bazooka firing from &/
a hedgerow right beside the tank. One mén wds' {illed and two wounded. The third pi
platoon in the meantime was working to the left of the second through the hedgerows
wast of St Quentin. Col Kirkpatrick of the 10th Inf then conferred with Capt Tiges, ",

the advance on Ducey. Lt Marston, (third plat) was to lead, but his tank developed
enginz “:oM>c. and Lt Leach was put in the lead., Although there was no enemy op-

position, Lt Leach ordered his tanks to fire machine guns at the hedges all the way
down to discourage enemy bazookas, .

- Ducey was clear, and the task force disposed an all around defense for the
© night, first platoon to the south, second to the north, third to the east, and inf
. with AT guns to the west, Prisoners were taken throughout the night, but the only
T " incident when on one of the outposts Cpl Conrad Wenrich challenged an approaching
\ motorcycle and was fatally wounded., Despite his wounds -he returned fire killing
one of the enemy and wounding the other. He was awarded the bronze star posthumously.

At 1030 the next morning the Task force moved out to reform for the move
to Rennes, First platbon led B company which in turn led X¥xkx the tanks of TF 1.
Ahead was Lt Ly of the 10th Inf with four recon peeps. ... (.., 7 /0%A) 5, xo)

da‘:ma—-&/% A& ay ey’
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his tank. Lt Leach did his leg work and was considerec second in command. Capt -

In the advance of TF 2 from Avrgnches to the Selune River, the 2d plt e

was met at ST QUENTIN, where Xy small arms fire was received. Stopping outside Y

~ range, Leach's tanks and assault guns which were with d them and both were S

and it was decided to break off the engagement and bring the tanks back to continue @


http:colll!Dl.Dd

Ty | "
R S s | Q¢ A

) e = ey ~ —_ - TL ~ApTT miTe g ~ -
s o dN ha. A\Iun.\.u.uu L. O -.’l Au u..u.h uu ...f CAHI - JTiakeaS WUl ivaul

Urder of march as the colum» mcved into Avranches wes as follows:
co, «ed “ks, a/1c, Co. ued ‘ks, g/1cC, @/lp, fn og Co., and other ele-:
rents. "A" Comrany o7 the 10th and 4 .-G's dismounted were tzken to -
clear ur & German rocket of resls.ance on a hill west of Avrznches.
vifticulty was encounte;ed sc aajor “est took B/1C and a rlatoon of ;:
C/1C to assist. *Ith the trcutle cleared up, wajor "est led a T, r., ..
consisting of D/‘”, a wG pl., and A/37, south to take bridge at
rontebzult. CCE and the 53rd Inf were passed through in Avranches. .

An-~ther Tr ccrpesed of C/1C, D/37, and 3 mesualt guns(sfth aftilleg"
ir ancther, colums available on czll) racsed socuth to ceize the d&m&&i‘
o e . At St. ~ou tre 1lst P1, C/1C édismcunted and :
mcved in avead of e column to cleen out scme resistance. Zhe column:
‘nen ccntinued south mesting cnly minor incidental resistznce. The
route was w«arsilly-- uhaAenﬁray-- Vezins-- then south tc 2 hill fror
which the bridge, dam and a pcwer rlant, —which surrlies the vallev
~itr rewer, rere cleerlw vicible Fro= +h1c hill 4-P-47's were ce=n
shocting up a uerman Infantrv column across the river.

L rlztcon of tanks and the st Fl, of C Co, crossed the bridse /
an¢ cccurie? some high grouné on th2 other cide. German tanks Bee X
infen‘ry tried tc dislofge them from the hill to withdraw. Then
ancther light tank platcon an” the 2nd rl of C Co.. went acrcss the
bricge under artillery fire, and bcth platc~ns of tanks ané infantry
moved down and held the high er-oun?d south of the rower cstation “uring
the night. & platcon of tanks, 3réd Fl of C Cc., anéd the assualt guns
staved north of the bricdge curing the nigaht and jcined the other units
in the m¢rnin5 Then the entire TF rcoved to Ducev and fell in at t-
rear of the CCA column proceeding south.

“hen the Tr contalning C/1C reached St. Laurient , A and B cox:
jes ha¢ already rone intc pcsition north of Rennes bYetween the c;ty
anéd the Germars B8mT bat-ery. By this time it was ~arv. To jcin the
ckther comranies cn the line withcut running intc the 2% fire, C
mranv made a wide circle ‘o the 1=ft. With it was C/3%; vn making
n*act with B/1C the 1st and 2nd ~latoones were tut in the 1ine on
e left flank ~hile the 3rd Flatc:cn wzs held back as Bn roserve,

suprort of the ©n about 177 ~ards to the rear cf tre line, was
37, -here were 2180 17 enrineers with the Bn beinr used as infantry-

'y

Oir ctQ 0

., mn. The Dn, was ﬂecloved in a line cover c-untry that ccnsisted of

cgen gr-ound, trees and hecrer~ws., In this positicn it was subject to
bdth mortar ané artiliery fire.

- Abo'.t 02C7 the next morning cur own artillerv =truck and fire? a
large ammunition dump in the city cf Ren es, the a:tillery had cbtain--
ed from a frlendly Frencnman,a mar with the tcwn plan of Rennes on

which was shown the amﬁunltion ¢ump, The firing WS Zone from this
map. w~ater cn this same day one of the German £7's was knocked out

by Slr mortar fire.

while in this position, cne unfortunate ratrol was sent out.

/3¢t Carl npowdman went out with four men to investigzte the rosition
of the 88's. nis pairol was evidently cartured because later, a
cerreant from the 6€th FA, who had been cartured by the Germans and
escared when a column he was in +as at-acked by r-47's, rerorted that
the five men of t-e patrol were in the German column.
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Narrative of the Advance of the 37th Tk Bn (Lth Armd Div) from vic RAIDS to
LORIENT, 28 July to 9 August, related by Lt Col C. W. Abrams, Bn CO

‘ , ' 15 Oct 19k

-

L4

(Note® Col Abrams conducted the Yinterview with maps and the battalion jourmal. All

N dates and times are from the journal. Orders of march are from the journal, supple-

k mented, when incomplete, from Col Abrams' memory aided by that of Major Bauts, S-3, wt
was present #uring most of the interview.) ~ ' .

© On 27 July prior to the breakthrough out of ths Cherbourg peninsula, the Lth
Armd Div had the 5lst Armd Inf,xmi the 53d Armd Inf, and 2 trps of the 25th Qev Sq in
a defensive line about 1500 yards leng between the 83d and S0th Inf Divs., On tank
company of the 37th Tk Bn was in support of the infantry. Order for the advance of
the 4th Armd Div on 28 July were received by Col Abrams at the division CP late the
night before, The division, moving in column of combat commands, CCB leading, was
to advance through PERRIERS and COUTANCES to BREHAL where they were to. séise and
hold the road junctions. The order of ‘march for CCA as originally planned was changed
- in three respects before ik the jumpoff. The 10th Armd Inf was substituted for the
Slst because the latter, having been in the line, was scattered and in need of re-
placements in clothing and equipment. Division headquarters put forward elements with
the advance column. The S4th FA Bn orginally placed in the main bedy with only one
battery forward, was all put forward. (Note: CCA records list the 66th FA Bn as
& attached to CCA on 28 July.) Following is the order of march as CCA moved from
¥ assembly area at 0700, 28 Julys B/25 Cav, 2 60s/10 Inf, Sith FA, C/704 TD, A/2L Eng,
Fwd Div Hq, 1 btry/L89 AAA, (-1 plt), D/37 Tk, CCA Hq, 37 Tx (=), 1 plt/L489 AMA,
‘ 2 Cos/10 Inf, B/L6 Med, A/126 Ord. . o

- Advance to Coutances was a straight road march and CCA closed in bivouac area

. 2% kilameters north of Coutances without incident. Lt Barris (rcm plt) recemnoitring
for a route around Coutances which was badly smxk damaged, made contact with elements
of the 2d (7) Ared Div. In fact he met a 2d Armd commander and got asseatem for being
out of his division zone. (CCA.in the end went through Coutances.) . The command
remained in bivouac the 29, receiving warning orders that day to contimme the advance
the 30th. Original orders were to move to assembly area vic (245530). They moved
out at 0500, 30 July, with instructions to stay as close as possible to the tail of
CCB. The route was COUTANCES - CR (249518) - LEGRONNE - LEGROS = LA HAYE-PESNEL -
AVRANCHES, Raf As they were leaving, the CCA comander (Col Clsrke) came forward to
see Col Abrams and told him not to stop at the original assembly area, but keep going.
CCB proceeded in twe columns, so that in fact CCA was following the east eolumn,
commanded by Col Withers. = 7 : :

- Only notable contact with the emenmy occurred at & temproary assembly area nort!
- of LA JARDINIERE where the column moved off the road to regas. ‘Two tanks companies of
the 37th Tk Bn were sent into the woods nea- the assembiy are to clean out Germans
reported there and came back with 158 PW's, Later edemy machine gun and mortar fire
was reported by D Company but not in sufficient volume to halt the column. They
closed for the night in an assembly area vic (239318). '

. For the advance the next day (31 July) the route was changed to have CCA follo:
the west colunn of CCB (caommanded by General Dasger). New route was LEGRONNE -~ LOREUR
La RAYE PESNEL - RACHEL - MESNIL - AVRANCHES. CCB had by this time run into serious
opposition at Avranches. CCA was therefore attached to CCB so that Generd Dasger
‘ could.use it as he wished for support. Order of march for the 37th Tx ?n rom this .
| | point was D/37, A/20, CCA Ha. Bn Comd ep. 37 (=). ' At MANFREDAN -(238222) sbout L0O
’ ¢ V Germans were taken prisoner. From that point to Avranches orders were for the leading

b
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~ Task forces were: TF 1; 10 Inf, 66 FA, (some engineers), B/37; TF 2, 37 Tk (-),

elements of CCA to tail CCB to the outskirts of Avranches, then hold up for further
orders. At the crossroads northwest of the city they found the 8th Tx Bn (CCB)

heavily engaged with enemy farces on the high ground in the city and west of it. ‘
Elements of the 8th Tk Bn were deployed in the flat ground west of the road. A

Company 37th was put in to assist them. B Company was sent into the area to their

rear to clean out gny ensmy between the road and the strear in the vicinity of MARCY.

C Comparny was gixmmcm deployed X between the railroad east of the road and the road.’
The 10th Inf was sent into inockswm Avranches to assist the 53d engaged in frontal
assault, Exxmptxfsx CCB's artillery was to the rear of the tanks but the situation -
in the town was so confused that it could not do much. Much of CCB was already :
through the town to the east. First contect had been made at 0935 by D campany, 37th .

Tk Bn. Orders to resume advance came at 1320. Although the 8th Tk Bn suffered o
casualties (4 tks destroyed), the 37th had none. MNost of the trouble was caused ¥y
one enemy AT gun located in a house with direct observation of the crossroads.

Although the enemy was largely x silenced in Avranches by noon the 31
the situation south of the ¢ity was wholly unknown. .Orders were issued for CCA
to pass through the city and secure bridges and dame over the SELUNE River to south.
To accomplish that mission CCA split their combat elements into four task forces,
each built around one tank company and commanded by the tank commander (except C
Company column which was taken over by Col Abrams). TF 1: A/37, B & C/66 FA, B/10,
Bn Hqrs. (Infantry which was in the town was to picked up on the road south. Or-

.iéa.nization of the task forces took place on the road north of Avranches.) TF 2: B/37,

FA (=), A/10; TF 3: C/37, 9L FA, 4/2) Eng, Ren Plt; D/37, Assault guns, C/10.
(For details of the advance, see interviews with company commanders concerned.)
Following points were made generally by Col Abrams. Commanders (except TF 3) had
no staffs to handle attached troops; they had had no training in handling large
mixed cemmands. Orders were to secure the river crossing at all costs, even if
only a squad could be pushed through. They were to bypass any major resistance and
get on their objectives before night. They had no intalligence of the ensmy and no
opportunity to make reconnaissance. No special tactical dispositions were made to
provide additional security in form of advance or flank guards. Dependence was put
on speed of advance, -Support was given to all four columns by P L47's which flew
overhead all the time and were exeeptionally vigilant., There was no air support
party. The planes found their own targets. . So closely did they precede the columns
that Col Abrams said at one point he was convinced that they were attacking him, and
the whole column (TF 3) toock cover. The planes hit an enemy smmunition truck which
exploded on the road not more 300-400 yards ahead of them. The planss stayed so
late overhead, that Cel Abrams said they must have landed in the dark. The Trains
did not accompany the task forces, but remained north of Avranches and were brought
down the next morning. The TD's accom anied CCA Hars which moved to vic LA :

BLANCDINIERE. ), sl WA a~ "dovasi— )a% dNrrndro .

The morning of 1 Aug, Col Abrams went up to CCA to get orders for the
farther advance. Plan was to march immediately on RENNES in three task forces in
column. Rear task forces were to deploy on the flanks in case of serious resistance.
All eleménts were to pass through DUCEY then by secondary road southwest to the -
main road south of CROLLON, thence by direct route to Rennes, bypassing ANTRAIN,

94 FA, A/2L Eng; Tf 3, 35 Tk (from CCR), some infamtry and engineers. Task forces
wers to advance in column TF's 1-2-3. Order of march of TF 2 was Rcn plt, D Co,

Bn Comd Gp, C Co, 94 FA, Hq &m & Hq Co (37), A/2L Eng, C/10 (?), A/37, Tns.

Col Abrams confirmed that no guards were left at the bridges or dams. He sald the
enemy had been entirely cleansd out of the area. He did not know about the dis-
position of the TD's which were apparently occupied in cleaning up the area between

Avranches and the Selune River, o

) TF.l ran into resistance 1;1 the vicinity of CROLLON and deployed artille
in firing positions, but the resistance evaporated before the artillery could fire .‘
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near JUILLEY
At the crossroads axtamaxtxmfxB¥x¥I®m, col Abrams met Col Clarke and was ordered to
take his force due south into ST JAMES then parallel to the main road to Rennes u;
> 222 vl his own choosing.

There was no resistance to ST JAMES, A company, however, which fell out
of column at that point to protect the trains &n the rear, desproyed some armored
cars which zttacked the trains, The disoranization and unpreparedness of the enemy
continued to be striking. The recon platoon found two Mk IV tanks beside the road,
their crews nearby, machinegunned the crews and destroyed both tanks with grenades.
At 5t James, orders were again changed and Col Abrama was directec to rejoin the
main column. He fell in behind TF 3. They reached the outskirts of Rennes without
major incident and assembled in an area vic of CHARBONNIERE. (For details of ensmy
opposition here, see interview with Capt Leach). Aug 2, the 37th Tk Bn stayed in
bivouac, moving two field further from the road to get out of enemy mortar and art-
illery fire. On the 2d, CCB moved in behind CCA and CCA the following day was or-
dered to go around Rennes north and west.  Their mimsion was to secure zxbxmi® the
bridge and am dam at MESSAC. Route was MERDELIE =~ GOVEN - GUICHON -~ LOHEAC - GUIPY -

"MESSAC - BAIN DE BRETAGNE. For the advance CCA organized two Task forces, TF Abrams
consisting of B and B companies, 37th Tk Bn, & and C Companies, 53d Inf, 22d FA Bn.
Task Force Jagues (Col Jaques, commanded the 53d Inf) consisted of A and C Companies,
37th Tx Bn, B and D Companies 53d Inf, 66th xmixRickk FA Bnx. The 94th FA Bn was
lefi{ at Rennes. TF Abrams led the column and reached MESSAC without resistance and
found the bridge and dam’intact. TF Jaques remained there to hold the bridge and TF
Abrams advanced to Bain De Bretagne. D company fired on Bain de Bretagne and started
some fires there., The task force s d north of the town to reorganize. It was
then that plans were changed, and the # 13th RCT ('th Inf Di ) was to assault Rennss
fram the North, CCA was therefore ordered to cut escape routes to the south and
east. Orders were received by Col Abrams at about 1330 while the battglion was re- -
gassing in assembly area. TF Abrams moved to cut roads east from JANZE to VITRE,
the latter town reported to be held by the 2d Cav. TF Jaques took over the job of
blocking the main roads south. (See imterview with A Company commander), TF
Abrams arrived at Janze at 1925. Hq and 22d FA Bn located vic (158396 D Company
outposted’positions as described in interview with Capt McMahon. B Campany blocked -
the Chateaugiron - La Guerche road vic St Aubin. One inf co was put astride the 3
Janze - Chateaugiron rd, the other campany astride the Janze - Pire rd. Later on
reports that D Company was heavily engaged with about SO0 enemy inf at Vermffles, Col
Abrams sent the nsarest infantry company to reinforce D and spread the remaining co
ori"both positions. (Note: The artillery did a job here in destroying enemy vehicles.
They fired from road maps.) Late at night C company was released from TF Jaques to
TF Abrams and was brought up as Bn reserve., A/25 also passed to TF Arbams.
- came in

On L August, CCA stood fast, while reports of huge enemy tank columns
moving north on Rennes. These never materialized. In the meantime the TD's brouzht
up the Mattwrockraixs supply trains and took up position gwaxiixg defending to the
south, frimxxxware :

Orders were received at 091k, 5 August to move on VANNES., The move was to
start immediately, so Col Abrams, putting his exce MAjor Hunter in command, told his
column to move out while he reported to CCA Hqrs for detailed instructions. He was
to join the column at Bain de Bretagns. Col Abrams met the head of the column at
Bain de Bretagne and without stopping the march, gave orders to Capt McMahon and sent
staff officers down the column to inform other cgmméndera of the plan. ' -

' The only thing that held up the advance to Vannes was a blown bridges at
ST MARTIN; this was repaired by the xktxwhws engineers im an hour and a half, by

ruttine 4n a mantion of tresdwew acrcss the abulizents which wmese siill sound.
.

(See Mclahon interview for details of approach to Vannes.,)

Considerable enemy opposition was built up wemt of Vannes. Liaison planes
were meeting mmmxiax heavy ack ack 6 August and the infantry in the tomn rgported AT
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‘guns firing into Vammes. Attempts were made to place artillery on area from which
enemy fire was being received, but the planes could not get up to observe and forward

_observers in buildings in town could not get a clear field of vigion. A task force <:::>

wae therefore made up of C/53 and C/37, commanded by Capt Dwight.
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Attack was at 130L; results destroyed 12 AA guns and 75 vehicles. fommdhruexdzok
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for the attack called for a column of interlarded platoons of tanks and infantry,

the infantry to deploy off the roads when they got outside town. " The tanks were

unable to mareuver, but had to make & frontal attack. Col Abrams said "#e were green

then, and hadn't learned how to use infantry-tank teams properly." As a result the .

infantry dismounted too soon and tock to the ditcheg by ths side of the read, from - -

which they could not be moved. The tanks in the meantime made several rums up and dows.

the road overrunning AT positions, After about two sweeps, the infantry was finally

extricated rom the ditches and sent in to clean up, but there was little left for

them to deal with., (Not=: Cep* InZg}4 1772 rndoubtedly have a slightly different sbory

(Order of march to Vannes: Ren plt, D/37, Bm Comd Gp, Assault s, C/37, 3
c/9L, C¢/70L TD, C/53, one plt A/2L, 94 (=), one btry of 155H, CCA Hq, A/§§? Ha & hg

Co 37, A/24 (=5, B/37. Wote: In all orders of march battalion maintenance vehicles
traveled with battalion trains; the mﬁdical detachments were distributed in column,
surgeon with Bn Comd Gp, one peep with each company, one organic ambulance, and usually
three or four more from Med Bn, all ambulances distributed in colwmn, none in advance
of Bn Comd 3p.) = '

By 6 August CCB had reached BAUD northeast of Lorient and and ultimatum -
had been dslivered to the fgarrison in Lorient to surrender. CCA was then ordered
to secure the bridges at Hennsbont and Lochrist., (Note contradiction to Capt McMahon's
story) CCA (minus elements left at Vannes, B/53 and A/37) under col Jaques) moved
out of Vannes at 0600, 7 August. No resistance was encountered until AURAY. (For
details of rcn plt fight at Auray, see interview with Lt Harris). Pdomam The farce (:::)
then advanced to Hennebont, (See interviews with company commanders for details.)
(Note: one cavalry troop of the 25th was moving on the right flank to secure the
bridge at Lochrist while the bulk of the force moved on Hennsbont.)

Notes on the disposition of fokces at Hennsbomt. D company followed by
A/53 mrtxR® proceeded up the river road to Lochrist. One infantry company was
placed across the main road into Henaebont. The 94th FA and ore biry of 155 were
in position to fire on ensmy batteries across the river but could not locate them.
They did fire battqlion concentrations on small calibre AT guns which were firing on
D/37. C/37 was in town but was pulled out after D/37 reported the Lochrist bridge
secured, and sent with B/37 to strike through-the Russian cavalry troop holding up
the 25th Cavalry in the vicinity of St Gilles, :

Note: There were thres bridges acrosg three streams at Lochrist., All three
had been prepared for demolition.

Details of action from Hennsbont to Lérieﬁt in other interviews. Note:
when CCA was pulled out of position wic CAUDAN, the infantry and artillery were placed -
under CCB; the 37th Tk Bn (rejained by Co A) and C/704 Td went to CCR. The 37th :

returned to Vannes and spent their rest period scouring the countryside to mop up
FF1 reports,

In the whole move from Avranches the 37th Tk Bn lost three tanks.
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FTACE AT TES COVFANY ER=h N=AR ARRACOURT

About 150C on the afternoon of 18th September the 1st Se¢tion
of the 2nd Platoon C/37, under 2nd Lt. William J. Serard, was sent
to an outvost located approximately 3/4 of a mile esst of Lezev.
R=sides his own tank Lt. Berard had tw o others in charge of S/sgt
Dunn and Sgt. Earl S, Radular rzspectively. On the south side of th
the highway leading intc Lezey were placed the tanks of Sgt Dunn
and Lt. Rerard with the former ceployed somewhat in front and about
150 vards from the road.Lt. Berard had hils tank near the road. Sgt.
Zaduler's tank was placed In a small gully to the north of the road.
Ahead of the tank and in the direction from which the attack was ex-
pected, S/Sgt. Dunn laid 12 mines across the road,

About 1800 some Frenck civilians revorted to the outonost that
there were 6 enemv tanks east of Ley, This was the first such revort
the outpost had received. About 2100 motors could be heard warming
up in the vicinity of the reported enemy. In the meantime the out-
post had reported the developments to its company and assault guns
were devloyed and zeroed in on the crossroads. The Recon, Pl, under
Lt. Earris, was also sent down to the outpost to investligate. The
Platoon proceeded some distance beyond the outpost but did not see
or make contact with the enemy. The artillery having been notifiled
of the nosition of the enemy, shelled the area at 0030 and 0200 on
19th Sept. At 0630 German tanks were again heard moving aroundso
"The~2nd Section of the 2nd Platoon, that had been outvosted to the
west of Lezey was moved to suoport Lt, Berard. They took up position
near Sgt. Radular on the north side of the road. Subsejuently, the
entire pla toon moved along the south side of the road 2long a rim
overlooking the valley. When the 2nd Section of the 2nd Platoon was
moved,the 2nd Section of the 1st Platoon was sent to replace it.
The 1st Section of the lst Platoon was, in the meantime, outposted
to the south of lLezev. The First real contact with: the enemy occ-
urred .at this latter ountn-~st.

Ab~ut 070 ter'-s we-e heard approaching the south outnost. It
was extremelv fog-y, however, and the enemy could not be seen. At
this oarticular time the ssction at the outpost were denloyed ---
on: on either side of the road. The tank on the =ast was camou-
flaged under straw in a doorless barn viewing the road. The other
tank was in a concealed vosition on the west side. The enemy was
about 75 yards from the position before he was discerned, but he
was immedistely fired on and two tanks ware knocked out. The
others fled toward the south and another tank was knocked out in

d . Meanwhile the 1st Section of the 1st Platoon had been
303331%o-§3300rt the section being attacked and thes 2nd Section of

the 3rdy Platoon was dispatched to replace it.

’




Ccapt. Lamison now had only at his disposal the 1st Sectlon of
the 3~d Platoon. With this section he orocezdedinto T.ezey, went
west and moved south cross ~ountry about 3000 yards. This move <::>
was made in order to beat the enmmy south ani get in a favorable
flank position on the commanding ground west of Bezange---where
the town might be fired into. Capt. Lamison reached the ridze l1line
900 yards west of Bezange sbout 3 minutes before 8 enemy tanks sand
1 towed AT gun hove into view 200 yards to the west of Bezange.

The fog had 1ifted by this time but the Germans evidently did not .
see the Americans. Having moved his tanks just above the crest of
the ridge, Capt. Lamison's section brought fire on the Germans.

The enemy did not return the fire until 4 or 5 tanks had bseen des-
troved. Then Capt. Lamison moved his tansk ba ck of the ridge,

want south about 300 mards, came up on the ridge again, fired,and
knocked out the remainder of the German tanks. As they came up over
the ridge this time, however, they drew fire from the AT guns vuhich
meanwhile had desloysd and could not be immediately located.The
Captain then withdrew the tanks behind the rid_e and reconnaitered
on foot. The AT gun was located, after which the 4 tanks came over
the ridge abreast and poured fire into it, thus quieting it. The
section was now moved north about 600 yards wnhere they could still
fire into Bezange from the ridge line. At approximately the samse
time four enemy tanks came through Ley. Just out of the town they
stopoed--evidently before deploying. At this time Lt. Berard's out~
post opened up on them. One of the German crew members uUas out of
his tank at the time--possibly directing the attack. He seemed much
concerned. His concern must have changed to amazement because short-
1y the Cerman tanks were destroped . In the meantime a fifth tank
had come out of Ley. It soon fell prey also to the American tanks. <::>
During this engagement the German tanks returned the fire andabogie
wheels vere knocked off Lt. Berards' tank: however it was not. dis-
abled.

About 1500 the 1lst Section of the 1s® Platoon under Lt. Smith
was sent to assist Capt. Dewight who was fighting some German tanks
south of Bezange with. some T. D.'s. Though the fight was over
wren they arrived, they did run into over 200 German Infantrymen
in a potato fieid on the way doun and disposed of them not, however,
before a bagooka was fired and knocked out one of the tanks. The
Section returned to the company about 1700.

The company assembled east of Lezey on ths night ofl39th Sept.
intending to attack Ley on the morrou. They were joined in this
area by A/10 at °100. Evervthing had just settled down when about
0045 a German tank came down the road at the east outnost and ran
into the mines previously laid by S/sgt Dunn. The mine knocked the
track of ~ the tank and otherwise disabled it, and it was finished
off by bazooka fire and 57 mm AT fire of A/10. A short time later
a German staff car came down the same road. It was stopped by WG
fire. Subsedquently, a motorcvecle that followed met the same [ats.

¥ovement orders ware reaceived the next day to move to Dieuze.
D/37 was at the head of the column followed by C. When the he-d of
the column reached Dieuze, the orders were changed and the compan-
jes returned to their original assembly areas.

About 1500 the Bn assembled alongside the road east of Lezey
for an attack on Ley. AS they assembled, the Germans shelled the

area with artillery. <::>




Tne Bn. was to attack in wedge with C company to the front and

A and 2 to right and left rear resoectively. A and ¥ comnanies of
the 10th Inf. were in suovort and were interspersed with A and B
companies /37. All element were in vehicles. Before the attack
Jumped off Ley was shelled by our artillery. The attack party then
moved forward. On reaching the branch road leading into Tey,a/37
went down the road, B comoany moved left of the ro2d and C company
maxxdxleft its position in the wedge, made 2 swing east and then
w2nt south toward Manncourt Hill. As C company moved east two enemy
tanks were located in a fringe of trees and were destroyed. They
swung south and in the vicinity of the road knocked out an AT gun
and 2--20mm AA guns. “oing forward they espied some more German
tanks and knocked out three. S/Sgt Dunn accounted for tw o and Lt.
Smith the other. C company then swung east and approsched Mann-
court Hill by way of a small valley. At this time, the 3rd Platoon
was on line to the front while the other #%wo platoons wa2re echel-
oned to the rear---the 1lst on the 1=ft,the 2nd on the right. As

the 3rd Platoon reached the ~rest of the hill, one tank was immed-
jatelv knocked out b~ a German tank. Shortly thereafter the other
platoons moved up. In the matter of a few moments four more tanks w
were knoc+ved out by German AT guns which had been In vosition on
hill 260 and were waiting for the tanks to exvose themselves. Mean-
while the American tanks were not idle. They disposed of 7 Germans
tanks; thus exceeding their own lossed by tw o.

Realizing that he had struck a real pocket of resistance, Capt.
Lamison called for assistance. So B company,which had by this time
moved through the town of Ley, came south to the right* flank of C.
company. The latter then withdrew domw the valley from whence it
came and moved into an assembly area east of Ley with B company.
Shortly thereafter they moved west of Ley to a Bn. assembly area.
.Fere they were joined by A comoany that had moved through Lev.

By this time they were assembled it was dark. It was decided
however, to make a night attack on Moncourt---unusual tactics for

. tan¥s to say the least. The three tank comoanies were on line in
a wedge formation. The infantry were mounted and intersnersed
between the tanks. In this formation the attacking force moved off,
following a prevarati njyby the artillery. When about 500 vards
from the town, all wsapons opened up making indeed a frightening
spectacle. “re long the town was in flames and the force moved in
without opoosition, A/37 and A/10 cleared out and outnosted the
town for the night. The other units remained outside and shortly
thersafter returned to Lezey to the Bn. assembly area.

—~ On the 21st, C and B/37 launched an attack to th2 south to
take Bezange but found, when arriving there, that it had already be
been captured by our infantry. Therefore the woods sonth of Honcourt
t were attacked after our artillery had shelled it . A/10 and A/37,
that had been outposting Moncourt moved through the wood s while
B and C/37 moved on to Coincourt. B company moved through the town
and C flanked it to both the right and left. The attack continued
south to Parroy. Here again B went through the town me=tinglittle
resistance whileC flanked it on the south. As C companv made this
southern movement, it knocked a tank out south of the Msrne Canal
thet was bein g used az a roadblock.

Z




The 94th ¥, A., located in the center of the triangle formed by
Rechecz>urt, Moncourt and Coincourt, had, as the tanks moved south,
poured artille~y fire into enemy infantry within Re d'Yaut dela
Croir end routed them. Having cleared out the enemy to the canal,
the tanks r-=turned to Lezey and the =ssembly areasa.

The next day, 22nd Sept., the cavalry, that were scre=nirg
in the Juvelize--Donnelay region, were attacked and retreated
through the 37th. A/37 then moved to attack Juvelize. C/37 moved
as le~t flank protection and in s~ doing got one tank. After A/37 h
had taken Juvelize C outposted the town to the west on hill 257
with.its 9 tanks and B company outposted the town to the east. The
companies remained in these positions for two days during which
time they were under almost constant enemy artillery fire.

~n the 25th Sept., & n infantry outvost on Hill 252 r=ported
German infantrvmen coming uo the draw toward Hill 257. A bout 1430
o550 Germans Inf. came up and C/37 ovened up, disvosing of a lot of
them. Then two tanks appeared west of Hill 257 but were knocked out
by S/Sct Tunn. In the meantime the enem¥ had moved around to the we
west in force and ware threatening C company's position. A /37 came
in from the =outh and got in on the highgoaund to the north of Hill
257. In so Going the enemy was engaged and one tank lost. Meanwhile
C comonany had lost a tank. A comvany then withdrew leaving C ex-
posed. The enemy came in once more and got another of C's tanks,
leaving th= company w ith onlv severi. The attacking tank had, how-
ever, been destroyed. Two enemy tanks were revorted at the salt
works east of Lezey and were got by the platoon of C/37 located at
the OR near Les Trois Croix. Following this action the company with-
drew. :

As a result of the tank action during this period the following
awards were made in C Company.

AWARD TO FOR
Silver Star Capt. Lamison #is deployment and use of
company on 19th Sept 1944.

Silver Star Lt. Berard For his action at Ley. He
' was wounded in the action
and sesvacuated.

Oak Leaf Cluster Lt. Smith Awarded posthumously for the
for Silver Star action in vicinity of Ley.
Silver Star Pvt. Theodore T. Awarded for rescuing driver
Liscavage and S/ Sgt from knocked out
tank on Vanncourt Hi1ll esast
of Ley.
Bronze Star Pvt. T.oren For moving_tanks away from
Lorentzen burning h&lf-track in an
assembly area amid shell fire
Bronze Star Pfe Milton B. Put out fire of a burning
Dickerman tank and rescued occupants.



tank battles:

Capt. Tamison .
2nd Lt. Yoward I Smith Jr.,Pl.
1st Lt. Wilbur 7. Eerard Pl L.
2nd Lt. Rov &, Grubbs P1 L.

L.

Commanding 0.

1st Pl

2nd Pl.
3rd Pl

I

(Wounded % evacuated)

(

The following w as the status of C Comnany at the beginning of

Was a Sgt.)
¥illed 4in action)

Was 2 Sgt.)
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Interview with Capt Lamison, CO C company, 37th Tk Bn, and S/Sgt
T&mothy J. Dunn, Tk Comdr in 2& Flt - Counterattecks East of o @
‘the Moselle from 19 to 25 Sept, 19844 _

2€ Oct 1944

(C company engaged in some of the heaviest fighting in beating back :
the German counterattack, and was badly decimated in five days® fight j
ing. Sgt Dunn's tank is the only one that escapec from the seoond ]
platoon which was the first to meet the enemy.¥ Most of hte following § -
was related by Capt Lamison, Sgt Dunn supplied details of his own ‘7_ s
3
i

W

outpost position.)

The first section of the second platoon (lst Lt
Filbur J. Berard) took up outpost_positions 3/4 mile east of
Lezey astride the main road to Metz on the afternoon of 18 September, . *
Two tanks, Lt Berard's and Sgt Earle S. Radlauer's were north of the
road, Lt Berard's a few yards off the road concealed behind some :
brush, Sgt Radlauer's in advance in a gully & couple of hundred yards
from the road, concesaled under large tress. Sgt Dunn's tank was in
the open fleld to the south, camouflaged with branches, and commandin
high ground 800 yards to his front, The position was established xkm
about 1500. Tbres hours later some civilians mxmExframximxEyxENix
reported that there were six German tanks on the other side of ley,
moving up. The outpost reported the information to company and waite
Twelve mines had been laid across the road to their front, eight in
a 1line and four staggered beshind. .{The outpost was about .1§ miles
in advance of the body of C Company.) At about 2100 Sgt Dunn gaid ‘
he could hear the engines turning over in the dircetion of Ley. The
‘company's assault guns had been zeroed in on the crossroads north of
Ley and fire was placed here, supported by some artillery. Lt Harris
of the recn plt went forward of the outpost about half a mile dut
saw nothing. It is probabl§ that the Germans wnet into assembly area
near Ley. : :

The following morning at 0630 they could be heard moving xgx
again. Capt Lamison moved the second sectlion of the second platoon
to the outpost, where the twoc new tanks want into support of the two
on the north of the road, still leaving Sgt Dunn alone to the south.
At the same time the first section of the first platoon was sent to
the south of Lezey to block there and the second section took up
positions to the west of the town which the second section of the
second platoon had just vacated. The third platoon remained in the
company assembly area. The first German attasck fell on the south
outpost defended by part of the firat platoon under 24 Lt Howand
Smith. When the attack struck,Capt Lamison sent the pest of the firs
platoon up to Lt Smith and moved the second section of the third
platoon into the -outpost west of lLezéy., Lt Berard's outpost also
shifted their tanks to bring all guns to bear to the southeast. They
had position of turret defilade on a reverse slope from the direction
of enemy attack. No German tanks actually attacked Lt Berard's out-
post. The morning fog was so thick that Xmamgh Sgt Dunn at first
could not see the moving up the valley from Ley; when he could
see them, he could notjidentify them. Three approached the south .
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two were
outpost and were fired on and destroyed xxx at very short ra
before they reached the Lezey-Bezange road. When the shootd

nge Jjust

_ ster-
ted, Sgt Dunn joined in and put three rounds of 75mm into th:sthird

German tank which was behind the other two. He hit it at a range of
about 600 yards, x%am and the tenk burned. Some of the crew got out,
and Dunn fired & round of HE, but could not observe the effect.

-u'uvvu 1A Ay s

When these three tanks were destroyed, the rest of the
German column which could not be seen was heard to turn South. Capt
Lamison took the first section of the third platoon which had remaine
with him in the assembly area and headed south with the intention of g
beating the Germans to Bezanges and from high ground there block their
escape and destroy them. Capt Lamison's four tanks passed through
Lezey then south along a ridge line about 3000 yards. They beat the
Germans by about three minutes. Lamison got his tanks into position
facing east while the German column of eight was still movi -
south roughly parallel to h#s own advance and about yards eas K
of him. He fired and destroyed five Germans before they could fire. _f”
‘As soon as the remaining Germans swung their turrets and began ia
dropping shells on Lamison's positions, he moved, 400-500 yards far-
ther south along the same ridge, and from there finished off the
remaining three tanks. Kone of his tanks had been scratched, Shortly
afterwards a shell whistled overhead. Capt Lamison backed his tanks
behind the ridge, and dismounted to investigate. He spotted a towed
AT gun (about 75mm) in the vicinity of the German tanks., He informed
his tanks and all four moved forward and fired at the gun, destvoying
it. This -engagement over, Capt Lamison moved h’s section about 600
yards north along the ridge and left them there to outpost, -while
he returned to the rest of the company,

-

‘ four

4 It was ebout this time that fixe more Mk V's moved west
from Luxx Ley down the valley which the second platoon positions over
looked. ZXmmmmxkam The valley has two folds; it was in the northern
fold that the Germans moved, only a few hundred yards beélow the guns
of the second platoon, All five tanks opened up and knocked out 3
foxx of the Germans; the fourth retreated behind the wreck of an
American bomber. The second platoon put HE on the plane and set it
on fire. The tank was not observed to escape. (destruction of this
tank is not claimed in official estimates of enemy losses.) A fifth
German tank was hit when observed coming out of Ley and destroyed.
(Fote: this was after noon and she fog had 1ifted; visibility was
good.), Only damage to the second platoon was a hit on Lt Berard's
tank which knocked out two bogey wheels but ddd not disable the tank.-

: At about 1500 Lt Smith with the first section of the first
Platoon went to assist Capt Dwight who was commanding four -TD's in
& heavy engagement with enemy tenks west of Bexange., Smith tanks ran
into 200-300 infantry 4n the valley on the way down, stopped to clean
them out. One tank was lost to a German bazooka, the rest went én
to Dwight's position but arrived there after the action was over.
All tanks then returned to the company assembly area east of Lezey
and plans were made to attack Ley the next day. (This etk naver took

‘Place) The score for the day's fighting was 16 MkV's calimed by-C

¢ompany (14 officially credited) for a loss of one. At the assemd .
area that night they were joined by A/10 and bivouaced for §he.53§g¥

-



! top saw Seven

‘That night Sgt Dunn with 3 bazooke men and one HMG out-
posted in virtually the same pcsition as the night before. Shortly
bfore midnight a German tank came up the Lezey road, hit one of the
mines and was disabled. Then everything opened fire on the tank.

The 5%mm AT gun of the 10th Inf 1s credited officlally with the kill.

The same night & commend car and e motorcylce were destroyed by MG f£&
fire. '

The morning of the 20th C company movecd out as the Tirst _
medium tank company on the CCA column advancing to attack Sarreguerin® 2.
C company reached Dieuze when they were t urned back by news of German
attacks on the rear of the column. They went back to their original
assembly area smxmesparag and at 1500 were foYmed for an attack on
Ley. Attack jumped off the C compeny leading a wedge formation, B
and A echeloned to the rear. Two comcanies of the 10th Inf mounted
were interspersed ¥ith A and B companies. German artillery on the
high ground near Moncourt was shelling the 37th heavily from the time -
of the jumpoff. The attack aimed to the left of Ley. Before Ley :

" B and A companies turned to the right to make a frontal attack while

C continued straight on with the mission of taking high ground to. the
east of the town and securing the right flank of the force.

(Note: Following details of the action do not tally with
the general account of the eation given by Col Pattisonm, and will hav
to be checked further.)

: Two German tanks were along the road east of the road
junttion above Ley. Just off the road w ere two 20mm AA guns, Two
more tanks were just in the tree line north of the crossroads. The
latter two were knocked out. Three more tanks on the forward slope
of Mannecourt hill were also destroyed, two by the third platoon,
one bykx the first. C company. moved down the valley and attacked
Mannecourt hill from the east in company wedge, the third platoon
leading. They wereg %ging to go on down the south side, but at the .
on a reverse slope across the -valley south.
Pive tanks were lost. in destroywjthese seven. Capt Lamison says
one of his tanks was killed by German tank fire,the other four by
AT guns on the ridge of Ri11 260. Capt Lamison ealled for help
and B/37 came up from Ley to his right flank, but all was ghiet by
then. C company suffered 21 casualties in this action of which one
was killed and 6 missing (one later turned up). C and B then moved
vost of Ley to battalion asssmbly area on high ground to the west.
It was dark, but it was decided to make the xxhmd planned attack on
Moncourt anyway.. Three medium companies of tanks with mounted inf-
betw8en charged across open ground into town setting the whole tawn
on fire with theé; combined shooting. The tanks held-up outside the
town and only A/3Y with A/10 wers sent in to clean out the remaining
enemy. No casualties were suffered in this attack( by C company.

The next day (21 Sept) an uneventful ettack was made by
B and C companies to the south as far as the canal. The infantry
had already taxen EBezange. The tanks went cross country in wedge
formation to the wood south of Moncourt which had been shelled. -
It was A/37 which had been outposting Moncourt that moved through
the *wood with infantry (presumab%i A/10). B and C companies went on
south to Coincourt which was fla ed left and right. B company moved‘
through the town and both went on to Parroy where C destroyed a Germa



tank across the canal. The tank was acting as a road blcok just
south of Parroy. Capt Lamison on the way down with a forward observe
of the 94th FA Bn fired a concnetration on some enemy infantry near
the Bois du Haut de ls Croix. Op for this fire was on the hill
between Moncourt and Rechicourt. These infantrymen (estimated at
between 10C and 200) and the single tank at Parroy were the only
enemy encountered on the sweep south. C company returned then to

the 0138 assembly area east of Lezey.

The third of the major German counterattacks fell é e next
day on the cavalry screening in the vicinity of Juvelitze. lemsnts
of the cavalry retreated through the 3%th's bivouac area., A/37

_moved up and took Juvelire. C company came up on the left and outpos-

ted hill 257. B company was put in position east of Juvelize. And
there the battalion sat ofr two days, receiving heavy enemy artillery
fire. . .

On the third day in the position (25 Sept) the outpost of
B/37 and infantry repaqrted a small enemy ing@antry patrol advancing
up the draw towards hill 257. Revort estimated sbout 10 enemy and
the infantry said they would take care of them. This was about 1300,
An hour and & half later 200 infantry appeared up the hill coming to
within 200 yards of C company tanks, At about the stme time two
German tanks moved up the slope -of hill 257 to the west., Sgt Dunn
killed both these tanks while the rest of the company (now reduced
to nine tanks) dealt with the infantry. A little later two more .
enemy tanks mawx attacked from the north east. A/37 had in the mean-
time come fRom the south to the aid of C. These tanks were destroyed
but not before they had accounted for one of A's and one of C's.
Capt Lamison had Xmf extended his posiglon, leaving the second plato
at hill 257 while moving the third to high ground to the west. =
The third lmocked out one enemy tank and lost one. More enemy tanks
wers observed north at hill 252 and south at the salt works near
juvelize. SxkxPwmm Second platoon tanks knocked out two of the enemy
at the salt works but the tanks on 252 could not be reached. Plans
had already been made to sbandon this position and at 2000 the com-
pany now down to seven tanks, was withdrawn west.

General comments: Capt Lamison said almost all his losses
were to tanks or guns ‘in emplaced pssitions, that unless our tanks
ran directly intd prepared fire, they could get four or five rounds
in at the enemy before the German tanks could traverse their turrets.
In the attack on Mannecourt hill, C company tanks fired on the run
until they came into position on the hill. Gerry never fires while
moving. Two German tanks were knocked out by Sgt Grubbs on the move.
C compary claims 38 German tanks knocked out during the whole fight
for a loss of nine. 'All C company tanks at the time were 75's.
Terrain was muddy, slowed tanks but did not prevent manesuver. Sgt
Dunn thanks the mud for re-ucing casualties from German artillery,
said that on anumber of occasions shells landed close enough to dis-
mounted tank crews to cause heavy casualties had the shalls not sunk
30 deep in the mud that the fragmentation effect was largely lost.
Morale of the battalion is very high. Farst sergeant said soberl
that the 37th with the 10th Inf (which they admire wholeheartedly
enA +hs O4¢h FA Bn covld make wp a task force that could gz enrvhere,
C comoany has now been brought back up to vehicular strength,

-
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Following are awards to C company men for the action.

Pvt Theodore T. Liscavagey bow gunner, (now T/5) was awarded

the Silver Star for rescuing the driver of his tank. The tank was

knocked out in the action at Mannecourt hill and the driver hurt..
Liscavage and the tank commander escaped, then both crawled back to
get the driver. They were knocked off the tank turret by eenmy fire,
the sergeant hurt. Liscavage went back and pulled the driver out.

Capt Lamison got the Silver Star for the whole action, which
the first sergeant said in effect was holding off the whols German

army with one tank company. Citation specifies action in the first
day's attack. :

Lt Smith who was killed in action at Ley was awarded the
oak leaf cluster to his Silver Star for gallantry in that action.

1t Berard who was a "mental casualty"” was awarded the Silver
Star. (no details given.) '

Company platoon leaders as follows: 1st plt, Lt Howard L.
Smith who was commissioned second 1t omn 6 Septemebr, as a result of
his action in the Brittany campaign. (see accounts of that)
2d Pltaoon, lst Lt Wilbur J. Berard, evacuated after Mannecourt hill
action, Sgt Dumn, then First Sgt Thomas L. McEerey took over the
platoon. 3d plt, S/Sgt Roy G. Grubbs (now second 1t. commissioned

14 _Semt %4 Grubbs had taken over the platoon at Commercey 6 Sept.

Note: It is not strictly accurate to say that anyone took over com-
mand of the first and second platoons after their leaders became cas-
uvalties. The company was so redused by that time that the platoon
organization virtually disappeared., Only bne tank, comanded by Cpl.
Rafael Parese,remained out of the first platoon.
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‘:onference Interview with Capt txxixom, Lt Walters, It White and the
Tank Commanders of A Company. z7th Tk Bn - Action of the Moselle
River Crossing, 13-25 Sept 1944 .

27 Oct 1944

(Fote: Capt Spencer lost all of his plétoon'loadora in the action; two

- were killed, one wounded. The tank conmanders present at the inter-

- view were as nearly representative of all the tanks that took part in
the action as was possible. In several instances, tanks were destroyed
with the loss of the entire cpew, either killed or wounded. The narra-
tive was sustained by Capt Spencer but he was corrected.and supplemen-
ted at a mumber of pointe and details of indivddual tank action were
supplied by the men. See end for list of tank commanders and
company officers.) ‘ . ‘

Task Force Abrams was orgginally split in two columns for the
advance east from the bridgehead at Dieulouard, 1t tanks and assault
guns going south (exact route will be detailed in subsequent interview)
and medium tanks along the main route St Genevieve - Nomey - Lemoncourt
The south column could not get through because of unsuitable bridges
and joined the nmorth column at Lemoncourt. ‘Several German infantrymen
were captured in Lemoncourt'and waved to the rear. It was in the

‘ approach to Lemoncourt that Lt furnper's tank was xnocked out presumably
by & 75mm AT gun in Fresnes-en-Suimmix Saulnois, where an aboandoned
towed 7§ was discovered during the advence. Lt Turner's crew auffor;d
no injuries. The advance proceeded without incident to ' ’
just west of Chateau Salins yhere the force bivouaced for the night.

{ rﬂ@‘ ? e
The morning of the %ph “A/37 led the column south through
Chambrey, east to Moyenvic and south to Arracourt where they shot up
the town and overran what seemed to be the rear echelon hqrs of a '
German division. They wont on south to Valhey, where the first serious
opppsition was met. Admance was in column up 4o the town. Then sgt
Hickey's tank pointing the advance was hit and destroyed. They then
formed a line and sp}it to encircle the town. fisxxsyxsxIusanx Lt Do
Craene took two tanks porth and west of the town. T xxuuxindsxxat
xh:xxzx;xxxxxxnlxxxnxxxxl1xxxxxxzxxhnxltixxxli;xll!kx Lt De Craene
found 10 ammunition and gas trucks 1ined up on the road. Though the
motors were running, they were not manned. De Craene destroyed them al
Lt Donnelly took his platoon down the west side of the town firihg
into it. The rest of the company with Lt furner and Capt Sepncer
ved -ocross country to the east. Capt Spencer followed by 3gt
% 4 &, went into town along the road from the east, and pet

om an 88 in town. The shells missed his tank and hit , >
killing one man. The rest dismounted under heavy machine gun fire.
sg}zﬂju preturned to rescue -the driver and was machinegunned off
the tank. The other three men in the orew were also hit and wopnded.
sgt Noels tank tried to come up the same treet later got as far as
the ¢ orner behind the church where ' ‘had been kmocked out and
was fowceg to withdraw. Capt Spencer then decided to clear out and put
‘ artillery on the town. But the plan was changed, for when the infantry
came up, resistance seemed to have died down enough o ma%giart%%%é y
,uppcessary. - The {nfantry went in and cleaned up the remaining
e ' .
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The company went into /e tempomay assembly area in the ' ‘
vicinity of ¥xXsk Valhey. From re they d see enemy trucks in : . |
Einville to the south. It was decided to €end the company into Einvill

with the primary mission of securing the bridges’'there and incidentally |
destroy the German vehicles. The secondary mission was accomplished ‘
ahd about 100 light vehicles were destroyed. But the bridges whioch K

were in whed the company got %o Einville, were blown shortly thereafter -
The battalion found it impossible to establish a bridgehead at Einville
and returned through Arracourt to Moncourt. There was no resistance
though fresh tank tracks were found at nearly every building in Moncour :

A company sef up defensive positions to the east of Moncourt. The I
next morning the battalion minus A company went-back to Arracourt I
and assembled in the vicinity of Riouville farm. A company of engl- .

neers remained with A company at the outpost at Moncourt. 3

On the 16th the mattalion made an early morning attack
through Athienville to Serres and Mutxim Maixe where CCB was establish-
ing a bridgehead. There was no resistance. The battalion reassembled
at Serres and returned to Arracourt and thencs northeast to Lezey. =
where they bivouaced. Nothing happened on the 17th. ’

On the 18th a task force was made up under command of Maj
Hunter to go to the relief of CCR at Luneville. TF conisted of B/5S,
A/%7, btry/94, and C/704. A/37 got as far as Deuxville by night when
Ma jor Hunter heard over the radio of the threatened German attack on
the 37th Bn at Lezey. They stayed there that night, and the following
morning, when the attack broke on the 37th Major Hunter secured the .
release ol A/37 from the TF and they returned to the vicinity of 5
Arracourt where CCA had headquarters. (There had been no fighting by . °
A/37 in the expedition to Deuxville) At CCA Col Clarke had ons platoon
of A/37 firopped off for headquarters guard and the rest (1st%nd 24
platoons) proceeded to high ground east of Riouville farm where B/S7
was heavily engaged. B company had lost three ta s there, but when
A came up they drew little fire. Sgt Griggs ng up on the skyline
saw g muzzle flash and a shell coming at him. He fired back and backed
into defilade. That was all the action A company had at that pointh
At about 1500 A(-) and B comp/nies were ordered to reinforce Capt .
Dwightt!s TD's just west of Bexange. Again they arrived after the actiotl
was over. But a German tank was spotted on hill 297 to the south, 1its
Bun pointed towards Rechicourt. Lt De Craene fired on this tank and
its turret swivelled and returned fire at a range of 1900 yards. In
the meantime Capts Spencer and Leach made a dismounted reconraissance ~
(see overlay) to plan an attack in the direction of Rechicourt. They
reported four tanks in the draw south and east of Rechicourt, It was
decided to attack through the town and hit the enemy from the westT—
The attack started with companies in lins, A to the left, B to the righ?
and echeloned to the rear. (Maj Hunter was commanding the combined
force.) A having the shorter turn to make came into positlon first,
discovered that theres were not four but nine tanks, Specner had two
platoons in line, the first on the left with three tanks, Lt Turner's
on the extreme left flank, the second platoon with two tanks on the
right. Capt Spencer's tank was between the two platoons. Lt Turner -
was the first to engage the enemy and opened fire at a range. of 250 .
yards. The enemy was disposed in a straggle lines running roughly east ‘
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smoked by the artillery Before the attack. The smoke was 1ifted before
the companies left the assembly area south of Rechicourt.] Lt Turnerts
platoon came up on the ermemy's right flank. Enenmy fire met the first
platoon head on, Capt Spencer's tank was hit and knocked out in the
first few minutes. Lt De Craens's tank was hit xwixm shortly after,
the first round destroying the 50 cal MG and knocking De Craene un-
conscious for a few seconds. When he came to, he moved down the hill
into the 'Germans, and his tank was destroyed and he was }illed with

all his crew but one. -

. The first platoon in the meantime stayed on the brow of the
hill and though Lt Turner's tank was destroyed and one of his crew
killed, the other two tanks (sgt Griggs and Sgt Ellison) were not hit.
Griggs'! tank accounted for four of the Germans. All nine tanks were
destroyed, for the loss of our three. (Note: Spencer's and De Craene's
tanks hed 76.2 guns; all the rest of the company tanks were TSR 75's)_.
B company with 13 tanks arrived on the scene later and suffered no
casualties. A company's total losess were six killed and four wounded.
Both companies returned to bivouac at Lezey after the action.

-

_ The next day 20 Sept was the day of the planned attack on
garreguemines. A company (nine tanks; 6 had been lost and 1 was in
ordnance) was assignhed the rear guard mission and consequently had not
moved out of bivouac aresa en the columm was recalled to meet the Gere-
] ack on their ar. [ In the afternoon it was decided to attack
Ley and then Boncourt with -the -im 37th Tk Bn and the 10th Armd Inf.

and B to the left. A corpany received no fire from Ley. Sgts Ellison
and Griggs shot up some infantry entrenched in a ditch along the road
on the way down, and Sgt KNoe knocked out a tank in Ley as it was bac-
king out of a barn on the outskirts of town. The infantry had fired
Cal 50 at it. A company then assembled with the rest of the battalion
to the west of Ley. Lt Donnelly saw a German fank far to the west

in the direction of Bezange. He fired one round then told Sgt Walling
to take it under fire at a range of 1500 yards. Walling's first round
was short. He fired three more at about IGOQ-ygrq range and destroyed

LEEQ tank. . .

In the night attack on Moncourt all units were to the right
of the rosd. An artillery preparation was put on the town before the
attack and tanks and infantry went in firing all weapons. Tanks ceased
firing just short 6f the town. (The nearest tank wad not more than 50
yards outside.) The trird platoon of A/37 with a platoon of infantry
went through Moncourt from east to wesf. Three tanks (Lt Ponnelly's,
Sgt Walling'!s and Sgt Noe'!'s) establishéd an outpost to the west, Sgt

Walters and Sgt Morganti's tanks outposted to the south. * Sgt Griggs
and Sgt Ellison were on the east edge, while -Capt Spencer (who had
Capt Diight's headquarters tank) established a CP on the trail north
of fwam town with A/10. A platoon of infantry was at the west outpost,

a section at each of the others. Sgt Noe on the west outvost heard
Germans in thew scdz wosk, wofsee end newnding (whieh he said he though

v vy v- -

might be maintenance on armored vehicles). Artillery was put on the
woods &and no mMOTe ACTLVily was Loaide Voo mls Tl Lnotnz zmood zhet e
an infantry patrol. (Two German graves were found leter). Other out-

posts had no activity.

Toile C company took the left flank, A attacked to the right of the roa?
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A/37 did not take part 1n the atéack south the following day

1eft on outpost, were orderec to clean out the woods. Plan was for

a section of tanks to ot 2y Ex K XorEm e K YaxknEX 10 f XIKXE XA £ K NRTUERX
flank tire wood on ~ither side while the infantry went through.

Sgt Rebovich's tank on the east drew fire frumxseyxwex® and was kncoked
out, the driver killed, This was the only cesualty. The first section
of the third plt under Lt Donnelly went down the northwest edge of the
woods, turned back at the end and went through the miin road, all withe
out incident. (Rebovich had been with the 2d Sect, 3d plt) Rebovich's
tank was hit by an AT gun in the Bois du Haut de 1la Croix. The section
fired HE at it at a range of 2200 yards and silenced 1it.

{21 Sept). The third platoon, however, with A/10 minus #&he AT plt . -

e e e e
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That night the company withdrew with the rest of the batta-
1ion to assembly arej north of Lezey. The next day (22 Sept) was
hasxixis heralded as a"day of rest and maimtenance.” It was on this
day that the 111th Pz Brig attacked and routed the cavalry screening ‘-
north and east of Juvelize, and advance elements of tanks and infantry :

took the town. A/37 was ordered to take hill 257 which cormanded
Juvelize and & good part of the surrounding gountry. A/37 attacked

with its two remaining platoons, i proceeding up & draw

from the south west, &5txﬁlfkkityskirting the base of the hill to the
west' and olimbing from the northeest. Thre? German tanks were oOn outpos®s
at the mraxsar crossroads at Les Troix Croix. These were facing in-.
Donnelly's direction. Walters' tanks caught them from the flank and
quickly destroyed all three. One of Dommelly's tanks was hit from fire
from the direction of the Bois du Sorbier. In the valley between the
Bois and Juvelize, twenty to twenty-five German tanks and vehicles and
infantry were moving towards Juvelize. Vehlcles at the same time were ‘
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moving along the road from the north into Juvelize. An intercapted
enemy radio message, revealed that the Germans had taken Juvelire and
the tanks moving across the valley were the main body of the 11lth Pz |
Brigade which was moving up to reinforce the position and continue the /
attack. Three German tanks and some infantry were known to be in
Juvelize. Sgt Noe says that some of the trucks knocked out along the
north roasd contained camouflege end radio eqiipment possibly to est-
ablish an OP on hill.257. Tmx The eight tanks of A company opensd _{
fire on the enemy in the valley at ranges varying from 800 to 2000
yards. Fourteen of the enemy tanks were destroyed, including the tank
of the Brigede commander (who was killed, though his body was never
found+#) About 8 light vehicles wepe also destroyed. The rest of the
force retreated to the Bois de Sorbfer. At the same time mortars and
assault guns had been firing at Juvelize. The three tanks there pre-
sumsbly escapec along & defiladed road to the east. When .the fight

had ended, A company tanks were down to about 12 rounds of ammo per tk.
Except for Lt Donnelly's tank in which one man was wounded, there were
po casualties in the company. German morele was apparently how. One
tank was discovered-which had axkxfirndxxxxhxk been abandonned by its .

. crew without firing a shot. When the German3 had retreated. Lt
i Donnelly's tanks established defensive positions on the hill, while

b e .“2 Q~% Uanmontv went throvgh and around

R CapD spencﬁl' W1l Uy NaLvlrS =

the town. Sgts Griggs and Ellison Sont to the north, where they Xamk
NE were Juiled vy ue ooiios vsae vl i thcoT wont An FA & 1Tira aatrida

the road to the east. Capt Spencer retﬁiﬁed leaving four tanks at the

outpost. B company relieved A at this position later in the day and C
took over hill 257.. A company went to assembly area belo: hill 238. ’

L]
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Interview with Capt Lamison, CO C company, 327th Tk Bn (supolementary)

. Action at Ley and Juvelize 20 and 25 Sept 1944.

27 Oct 1944

(Note: This corrects and replaces incomplete information on these
actions gathered 26 Oct in first interview with Capt Lamisoxn.)

Third platoon led the company wedge formation miixk of C/37
which in turn was on the left flank of the battalion attack on Ley.

The first German tanks encountered were two to the north of the main
roaed and two along it to the east. Three of these tanks were destroyed.
by the third platoon. First platoon accounted for the maxkxitxixmk

' fourth, the furthest east of the four. Lt Grubbs' third platoon also
knocked out two 20mm AA guns and an AT which were located on the road
between the two tanks to the east. No casualties were suffered in this
action. German infantiry wes fired atx from beyond the crossroads as
the company swept down the valley to the east of Mannecourt hill. Onse
tank was lost at the approack to Mannecourt to a German bezooka. (This
was a first platoon tank.) -

The third platoon coming up Mannecourt spotted the seven
German tanks 4in the valley first and opened fire from hull defilade
positior on the reverse slope of the southern end of the hill. Ome
tank was lost here to enemy tank fire. The first platoon coming up
behind and to the left was hit by AT fire from the hill to the south as
i1t came up ¥annecourt and-lost two tanks before it got into position
The second platoon coming over the brow of the hill to the west was
also hit by AT fire from enemy guns to the southwest and two tanks were
¥nocked out. All seven @erman tanks were destroyed. Then.C company
withdrew north and west into the valley west of Mannecourt arsd went
jnto battalion assembly area preparatory to the attack on Moncourt.
(See attached overlay) The one remaining tank of the first platoon
mx joined the second platoon, and Capt Lamison fought subsequent
actions with two platoons each having four tanks.

AT Juvelize the setond and third platoons held position as
shown on the overlay. First enemy attack came from the northeast
and consisted af about 100 infantry moving up the road and shex two
tanks on their right. The second platoon shot up the infantry and got
koth tanks'. Then Capt Lemison heard firing from the west on the 10th
infantry position in the swamp west of hill 257. He moved the third
platoon to the assistance of the infantry, drawing the second back to
the thirdt!s position on hill 257. The third platoon formed a stagger
1ine around the infantry, fired on and destroyed the two tanks on hill
264. But a& German tank on hill 252 to the east put a round into ope

_ of the third platoon tanks and knocked it out. At about the same time
on hill 257 a second platoon tank was destroyed by fire from the wmmdx
Bols du Sorbler (either tank or AT) Capt Lamison was with the third
platoon; his tank got one of the eneny, Grubbs got the other. The -
second platoon sighted enemy tenks on hill 252 and opened fire but
could not get them. They did however, see two more tanks at the salt
works msx east of Lexey moving north, fired at them and destroyed them

, Must befors they reached Juvelize. Two men were MIA in this day's action
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Conference Interview B Company, 37th Tk Bn - Action 13-25 Sept 1944

. A
101y

Following were present: Capt James H. Leach, CO

ey

HAT LAY

First Platoon: 1lst Lt Preston B. Mixon (now maint 0)
S/Sgt John J. Fitzpatrick
Sgt Kenneth H. Boyer
Cprl Robert J. Fitzgerald )
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Second Platoon: 2d Lt James K. Barese (then S/Sgt) (com 13 Oct)
S/Sgt Bernard K. Sowers .
John H, Parks
Joseph Hauptman
Emil DelVecchis
Joseph Gregor
Joseph Gried
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Third Platoon: Lt Maxwym Merwin Marston
| Pfc Vito Cariello A
Pfc Noimand Ayotte

AG Platoon: Sgt Robert S. Grimm

Motor Sgt: 8/Sgt James F. Mullen
Leach's Driver: T/4 Kenneth B. Jeffries.
First Sergeant: Lewis A. Guffey

(Note: Sergeants above are tank commanders; other are representatives of
vehicles ‘whose commanders were not available. Bulk of the story was told
‘e by Capt Leach and Lt Marston; others added bits and made some corrections

7

. B company, the last medium company in TF Abe at the Hoselle
crossing, encountered its first Germans in bypassing Nomeny to the South
There proceeding southeast befween the railroad and hill 217, the saw
a Ge-man colurmm on their right marching in the same dircetion. They shot
up 9 armored cars and took 10 PW's. Beyond Nomeny, B company regained
the road and marched in column without incident to Fresnes-enSaulnois
and then to assembly area west of Coutures. The next morning in the )
drizzle about 30 German riflemsn came into the bivouac area. One was "
a camerman discovered fifty yards frem one of the tanks. Later that
morning the comvany moved to Chambrey then to Vic sur Seilles and thence
to Arracourt. While the main column was sent to Zinville, B company's
mission was to secure the bridges at Bauzemont. They took a route.
following what is marked on the map as a trail east of the Bois de
Benamont Lt Marston leading the advance found rail until he arri-
ved east of Bathelemmnt. FKear Bathelemont a onvoy was sighted moving ¥ -
tast of Bauzemont. About 30 vehicles, one AT gun and 35 PW's were taken. {

*Ink the afternoon the 37th Tk Bn xskmxmmixkam assmbled mear Valhey and the -
" went back to positions in the vicinity of hill 260 east of Honeo .
Al AR I a- Ths b 7€ t/na /)/Owr/ As Bf?‘7 reLMﬁ( izmal . G2€ Prisn .()i olish,
-y The next day B/37 was assigned to the 53d Armd Inf and took
up vuiLpust pusiitlons iu e wicinity of Burthecourt Chatewmu. They had
hardly established themselves, there when they caught a German convoy
® anming aranmAd 8 hond 4n the #nad. They dectroyed 12 behisles, 4 N
- ../ o ‘.{ . —_ (S ""4//(‘;.‘_;
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Later that day, the outpost fired on a column of CCB. CCA
artillery opened fire and was counterbatteried by CCB. In the engagement.
one CCB halftr¥ck wes knocked out with one killed and one wounded.

CCR moved back to bivouac at last and the situation was straightened out.
The following morming CCB moved through the CCA outpcst and attacked
Chatesu Salins. h

The morning of 19 Sept the 53d Armd Inf ordered B/37 to send
two platoons at once to CCA Ha in the vicinity of Riouville Farm. The
third and second platoons were sent and at CCA Col Clarke ordered them
to teke up position %n h%ghqground 600 yards to the east. A section
under Sgt Morphew the Arracourt-Rechicourt road and Lt Marston
moved the other section of the third platoon up on the elft. They
spotted tanks in Rechicourt,’ Morphew could see three: Marston two.

They ovened fire shd the tanks backed into some woods north of Rechicourt

The platoon continued to fire on the woods, then the enemy got the range. -

One round dropped just short of Marston's tenks. The next three hit all
three t anks. Only Marston's tank was penetrated, his gunner killed and
his loader wounded. The other tanks were hit high, one of the turret,
the other on the cupola. The latter was repairec and used again later
the same day. Sgt Farese in the meantime brought the second olatoon

up on the right to positions in.low ground south of the road. He moved
1ater onto the road. Still later the first platoon moved in on the left

flank.

There was no further action at that position. B company was
joined shortly by two platoons of A/37 and B was relieved from CCA direct
control to form a task force with A under Major Hunter. The TF marched
east to support Capt Dwight's TD's west of Bezange. The action here
was over by the time they came up, though enemy direct fire was still
falling ic the area. Lt Turner of A company fired at a tank on hill 297
to the south and annoyed it into returning fire. Maj Hunter then got
orders to el#dminate opposition in the ares. It was then getting dark.
Mej Hunter planned to move his comoanies in line west of Rechicourt,
assemble south of the town and attack to ZXpXEER low ground south of
hill 297. A company with 6 tanks was on the left, B with 14 on the
right. B had two platoons in 1line, second and first; third in reserve
on the deft. The advance to the south was covered by smoke which
perfectly screened the tanks until they had crossed the road at the
base of hill 297. Wind was light and northwesterly. A company making
the short turn in the attack engaged the enemy first (see A comnany
interview). .Sgt Farese's plmtoon was the first of B company to arrive,
and took up positions on A's right, flanking the enemy. B commny
tanks had no cover, but attacked down hill, stopping to fire. All
nine of the enemy tanks were destroyed by A and B. B then a®tacked
towards Moncourt to clean out enemy i{nfantry who could be seen digging
in at the edge” of the Moncourt wood. They reached the high ground west
of Moncourt, shot up the enemy and it then being dark returned, their
tanks silhouetted by the light of the burning Panther's in the valley.
That night B company outposted roads to the west and south of Lezey
where the battalion assembled. One casualty was suffered here from
enemy artillery fire. Capt Leach aaid that Lezey seemed to be an enery

artillery check point.
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For the Sarregueménes attack, 20 Sopt, B company was in mosmm
_.reserve and had just moved out of sssombly area vhen the axirtz eolumn
was recalled to mewt onemy threats to the rear. B company reached Ju- <::>
velize and returned tc Lezey. Outposts were reestablished, the bulk of
the company to the south of the town. An attack to the south was planned
for 14C0. Wrile the cormanders were X meseting to discuss the plams,
twvo German tanks fired on B company’s south outpost, from the vicinity
of Ley. Sgt Litherland (1st plt) destroyed one of the Germans, though
his tank wss hit in the heEguy suspension. (4t was not diskbled). Sgt .
Grddy took the other German under fire but did not hit him. All
comoanies of the 37th moved to battalion asseombly area in the afternoon

prior to the attack. (Area vicnity of the salt workd)

(" In the attack on Loy B eompany went to the west of the town,
then was ordered to support C. It ceme up behind C to the right.
Here Capt Lesach left his tank to make a dismounted reconnaissance. Phe
7 tank was destroyed before Leach returned. It wéas hit from the south,

poss ibly by one' of the AT guns that were causing C company so much trou
ble. Two were killed mume as the shell penetrated the side of the tank.,
Col Abrams then moved his own tank several hundred yards forward toward
the enemy Rkxn and returned fire from hull defilade position. Col
Abrams' first plan was to attack the drav east of Mannecourt hill, but

it vas getting late and it was decided instead to contimue the attack
south on Moncourt. The battalion was assembled to the west of the Ley
Moncourt road. Plan was to attack with tank comvanies in line; but

in the dark, the companies got wmixed up. The attack was sctually made

in a mass of tanks and infantry without formation by units., Airburst
artillery preceded the attack. (see other company interviews for details
of the attack) B company endsd up on the left flank, when units were <::>
reorganized after the attack. One man was wounded. B company returned
LE? the original assembly =rea near Lezey.

The attack of the 21st which met virtually no resistance
was mad. by B company slong¢the following route: from south of Lezey
cross country west of the road tc Bezange (alrsady taken by the cavalry)
thence to assembly in the vicnity of hill 265, thence to the NMoncourt
woods which they s8screened to the west, thence to Coincourt which they
passed through making no contact with the enemy, to assembly area south
of the town, then on the right flank of the advance with C company on
the. left south to Parroy. Note the second platoon which had stuck in
mud at Lezey joined the company at Parroy. Marston's platoon went as
far as the Etang de Parpoy, then the whole force returned to Lezey.

As the attack of the 213t had resulted in nothing but minor

contact with an ememy apparontly fleeing southward, the next day vas
iﬁsamh scheduled as a day of "rest and maintenance.” (ol Abrams warnod

his units to gtay on the alert, however. B compbany was at breakfast when

they heard firing in the direction of Juvelize., Stray rounds began to

land in their area. Cavalry vehicles retreating from the cnemy attacks

came through the area. Col Abrams organized a task force of A/37 and

A/10 and went to the relief of the cavalry. Enemy infan“ry were routed

and fled over the hills to the asast.

B company took them under fire and

fir=2d an ave-age of 30 rds of He and three boxes of 30 Csel per tank.

B company shortly after was ordered to relieve A and moved through

Juvelize to execute that mission.

O
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An OP of the 191st FA Bn had been established on hill
252 by one squad of C/10. This was pushed back by the enemy and Lt
Marston took infantry back up on the tanks of the third platoon and
reestablished the post. BRefore he returned, an sstimated eight enemy
tanks moved out of the vieinity of Donnelxy towmrd Lezey. The assault
gun platoon under sgt Grimm which had been left in the B company assembly
area xawkkxaf FwwxXixx between Juvelize and Lezey, sighted three as they
came over a rise in the ground behind the salt works on the north side
of the river. It was raining hard, and Sgt Grimm could not be sure that
the tanks were snemy. He could see white spots on them. He awalted
orders to fire. When they came,the tanks were about 1500 yards away.
Sat Grism fired two rounds, then moved, since his positions were entirely
exposed. He thinks one crew sbandonned their tank, but hhe tank was
not destroyed. The enemy returned fire and bumrsts hit the area where
Grimm's guns had been. Two of the tanks escaped into some woods; the
third disappeared behind the salt works.. Capt Leach had been warned
of those tanks, and when Lt Marston returned from hill 252, he moved
around the back slope of 257, spotted a tank on the road to Donnelay.
He got this tank with three rounds, left it burning. Another tank
in the draw between him and .the road was &also killed;

The newly established OP on 252 about this time was ste
driven bac¢k again and Col West (10th Inf) asked for a platoon of tanks
to set it up and stay with it. Capt Leach could not spare a platoon
but sent S/Sgt Fitzpatrick up with a section of three tanks with orders
to remain at the OP, Of two German tanks observed ta their front,
Fitzpatrickt!s tanks -got ons. ' .

. (Note: The chronology of the abave is suspect. The OP
incidents apparently happened the same day and were immediately followed
by the withdrawal to Arracourt, which would mxkm place them on 25 Sept.
The AG incident was probably on the 22d when the compsany first came Into
position, The intervenirg two days seemed to have been without action
according to other accounts.,)

The whole of the 10th Inf squad were killed or wounded and
evacuated on Fitzpatrick'!s tanks when the order was given to move out
the night of 25 Sept. Incidentally Capt Leach had some trouble making
Fitzpatrick understand what he was to do, since the withdrawal was to
take place under cover of a feint, and radio use was consequently res-

tricted. : .

- Fote: While B/37 occupied the road block positions in the
vicinity of Burthecourt, Lt Smith took Farese's platoon xmEximfswixy .
into Chempenoux. They found a road block ami an AT gun abandonned )
very recently, and tellermines tied around trees outside town. They
were supposed tc hold the town until relieved by the infantry, but the
infantry did not show up. Meantime the platoon, three of whose tanks
went into town, wwas receiving @irect artillery fire. Lt Smith sent
back word to headquarters,-"We have liberated a town. Get us out of here!

- They got out eventually and without casualties.. The infantry never sdid
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Interview with Lt Col Abrams, CO 37th Tk Bn, - Answers to Questions
on the tank action 19-22 Sept 1944 Q

31 Oct 1944

Q: What vere the exact assembly positions in the vicinity of Lezey? -

A: (See overlay) On 19 Sept C/37 had ons platoon east of Lezey,
one section vest and one section south. The south outpost was in- -
creased to a platoon, and the zums remaining section was in Bn res., ’

Q: Were the positions which you occupied on 19 Sept, those that
you used as assembly areas after the attacks of 20 and 21 Sept?

A: The assembly area was in general the sagme. The relative position
of the companies varied.

Q: In the schedulad attack on Sarreguemines was B/37 rear guard
for the column?

A: Boj; A/37 was rear guard, and probably never left the assombly

area/ B/37, hovever, was quite far back in the column and was there-
fore the first sent to reinforce A. Order of march was as follows:

Ren, D/37, AG, Bn Comd Gp, Hq Co, C/37, 94, 10(-), B/37, A/24, Tns,

A/37. A/24 was to cover the road east of Lezey while the infantry

drew out. (Rote: Col Abrams says he does not belisve there was <::>
e real attack on 20 Sept.)

Q: What vere battalion positions at the time of the German attack
on Juvelize 22 Sept, and what was the sequence of maneuver to meet
that attack.

A: (See overlay) First move was to consolidate A company position,

by drawving in the tanks along the ridge as shown on overlay, and

moving C/37 in to the loft flamk where it could guard to the west.
Assault guns were moved to back slope of 233 as shown. B/37 remained

in place. alerted to cut the Juvelize-Lszey road. Col Abrams then

made a reconnaissance and finding that Hill 257 was epparently un-
occupied, decided to move troops there. (The hilltop was an orchard,
down the road were vineyards oxtending to the outskirtsa of Juvelize.
Preparatory to the attack on the hill, mor&ars put WP and HE heavies

on the town (so effectively that nod a rifle shot came from town.)

At the same time, the assault guns put concentrations on the vineyard
(This fire was maintéined during the attack.) 4/37 was then moved

to Bill 257 while C/37 swept to its left flank. Reports by liaison
plane that German tanks were in Juvelize, caused the shift of one
platoon of C/37 to the right of A/37. A TD platoon was moved to .
Cc/37's former position covering the battalion to the West. Plans

had alrsady been made with Col West to have the infantry take over

hill 257 and as soon as A/37 had cleared the enemy tank opposition,

A/10 was moved up. (Subsequent moves and details of the fight as
previously given in various company interviews.) <::>
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Q: Wwhat happened to C/37 in the attack on Ley?

A: cg37's mission was to seize Mannecourt hill and protect the flan
of the other companies attacking Ley. When the company approached

the hill from the northeast, German tanks in the #raw on their &X lefTr
hit them in the flank. They had about a three-minute slugging

match with the Germens, then withdrew to the west side of the hill;
then B/37 wes sent to the right flank in support.

Q: Did you plan to attack down Mannecourt into the draw?
A: Yes, but reconnaissance revealed that the Germans there were;4ISEF .
either knocked out or had withdrawn. !

Q: What was the objective of the attack of 20 Sept?

A: @rders were very flexible. In general the plan was to make &
sweep south through Moncourt, Coincourt, to the canal, then west and
back up through Arracourt. About the same objective as the attack
of 21 Sept.

Q: What was the deployment of A/37 in the attack on Valhey?

A: De Craens's platoon went west of the town, the rest of the compan
east. One platoon attempted to enter the town from the east.

O: What was the route of march of the light tanks 13 Sept at the
crossing of the Moselle?

A: D company end the assault guns paralleled the main route of ad-
vance to the south, byx secondary roads not shown on the 1/{58,000
map. The could not get across & bridge and returned to the main road
in the vicinity of Letricourt, caught up with the main body in
Lemoncourt.
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’ Note: S/Sgt Charley "alters who took over command of the first

5%

(Note: Two cavalrymen came imkx to Sgt Noe's tank on the hill position
said they had been pimmed down by enemy fire which had killed one of
their crew. They were apparently same who escaped from one of the 7

1t tanks destroyed by the German attack.

(sgt Griggs. knocked out an American light tank in the valley.
His gunner didn't want to shoot at it, but Griggs said that smm any tk
in the val ley was bound to be German. This tank was probably taken fro

the 25 Cavlry troop.

(P47's supvorted A company's attacv bombing and strafing the en-
emy in the valley ané in the Pols de Sorbier)

On the 23 andé T4 ~ent A company had no action, though enemy
artillery was intermittently heavy. They suffered no casualties.
The afternoon of 25 Sept C company on hill 237 reported tanks and inf-
antry attacking from the north. Sgts Walters and Morganti were sent
up to woods in the vicinity of hill 264 to observe, while the rest of
the company moved into position on the left flank of C company. Lt
Donnelly's t-nk was hit by fire from 264; Donnelly and his gunner were
killed. The company moved back and Walters and Morganti were ordered
to rejoin the company. Enemy fire was then drawn from the right and
Morganti's tank was lost, with two men wounded., A comnany was with-
drawn and later in the day was given the mission of protecting the

battalion withdrawal to Arracourt.

platoon on 19th Sept was commissioned second 1t on 14 Oct 1944
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THCSE PRoSENT 4T THE . TE-VIZ™ TEERE:

—

tain VWilliam L. Spencer - C. oC,

Cat .
1st Lt. wartin J. “hite F1, L. 2nd F1(5n &4dj. at time
: cf sction) f
2nd Lt, John 4. “hitehill (not in comrany during sctionm.
°né Lt. Charley “alters 1st P1 (Wac Sgt.during action
Sgt. Sternen <. Ribovich 3ré rl,
Pvt., Fat J. Dematteo 1st P1(%iac gunner in Lt. %
Lennelly's “ank when latter wm
) killed) H
S/Sgt. aderman &, Walling 3réd Fl. t
Sgt. Ralrh E, nowland 3rd F1, !
S/S¢gt. Ted 7. Griges 1st 1. :
Sgt. Kobert «, Noe 2nd rl, )
Sgt. Zrnest A. Velker 1st P1.(%as T/4 ériver for Lty
Connelly in 3rd F1.)
Sgt. &nt-ony LiSanto ond F1. (Vias driver in Cart.
Spencer's Zani éduring action)
Sgt. Ernest 4. RKadtke 1st F1. (¥es Cpl. gunner in
Sgt. Yal-er's Tank cduring zct!
Sgt. James E. Allison 1st F1.
Note: Lt. De Craene and Lt. Donnelly were rlatocn lezders of the
°nd and 3rd rlatoons resyectively and were killed in actlon. +t.
Turner wes wcunded in the action. ‘




AcE}vities of. C /27 o0 'ne 9th wovamt:zr o§ Fonien  Irance, ss nslated
tv"Cart lemison, thei . C. oOf c/37 now A-3 of ilu 37th Tank Bn. The
interview was conducted at the 37th Tk Bn CP at Riche, France, on the

24th' of Rovember 1944, @gi B

Task Force Maybach of CCB left Drouville, France, at 0630 on
9th November. The first objective was Morhange; the second was
Sarre Union. The advance guard was composed of a platoon of A/51,
ond P1.C/37, two platoons of A/51, Btry/253FA, plC/24, and a platoon
of dhe 704th TD's. Following the advance guard was the main body

with troops as follows: C/51, C/37(-2nd P1), 253 FA(-Btry), trains
of the 253rd FA, C/24(-P1), B/51, Sect. B/46 Med, Sect. B/126 Ord, and
a Sect. 489th AAA(AW). The task force proceeded via Pettonsourt- -
Bioncourt-Manhoue-Jallaucourt. The latter town was reached about
1100 and no resistance was encountered up to this point.

Between Jellaucourt and Oriocourt enemy AT guns and infantry
were dug in along the ridge lines. There were estimated to be be-
tween 25 and 30 AT guns of from 75mm to 88mm caliber between the former
town and Fonteny. As the column proceeded, the tanks deployed along the
ridge line between Jallaucourt and Oriocourt where they could escape,
yet neutralize enemy fire and at the same time protect the column.

At the entrance to Oriocourt was a roadblock of heavy logs defended by
AT and machine guns. When this resistance was eliminated the TF pre-
cesded and a similar obsécle had to be removed at Laneuveville. At
this point the tanks were again placed at the head of the column. The
move east continusd. Outside the town the tanks drew direct fire and
three enemy AT guns were knocked out. No¥ further opposition was en-.
countered until the ridge line west of Fontemny was reached; however the
2nd platoon of C/37, led by Lt. Grubbs, was deployed in a platéon front
to protect the column. After this platoon and the leading infantry
elements in their half tracks had crossed the ridge and were moving
near Fonteny, the enemy opened up from vositions around the town,. He -
had heavy AA artillery emplaced northeast of the town which fired both
direct and indirect fire. Some tanks were in the same area. AT guns

{r the west edge of the forest of Chateau Salins were firing into the
col#mn, as were two tanks on the southwest edge of Fonteny. As a result
of the enemy fire, eleven halftracks were knocked out and burned. The
few remaining uninjured occupants therefrom left the vehicles and went
into the town. Meanwhile, Capt Lamison, on seeing the predicament,
recalled the leading tank platoon. As the platoon vithdrev“one tank
was hit by AT fire and knocked out. Pvt. Hammenn, the "bog", was killed
The clutch went out in another tank; it had to be abandoned, and the
enemy permanently incapacitated 1t subsequently.

" Recognizing the serlousness of the situation, Lt. Col Maybach
decided to utilize a different plan to attack the town. First, the
artillery would place & heavy concentration on the town and other
points of opposition; the tanks, in a company front, woukd then move
up to the crest of the ridge on the left of the road and fire direct
fire into enemy positions; following this the 4infantry would move for-.
ward dismounted and occupy the town. The artillery didn't fire at the .
appointed time so Capt. Lamison called them. They would fire shortly.

After waiting 20 minutes, the advance guard called the artillery againe

The latter said tThey lad £4-53. Copt. Lemison «sid. howsver, he had

observed no fire on the town. Nevertheless, the tanks moved up to the
crest of the ridge and fired. The infantry did not move forward. - The
tanks moved pack and about 1530 enother attack was planned. This time

re a concentration then put smoke on the woods .
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te in clrect support the tanks, dismounted. : artillery began to
fire (only four (4) rcurds were fired) and the tanks moved over the
ridge-- the platoons abtreazst in 1line with 2nd, lst and 3rd vlatoons
from north to south; the infantry did not follow. Then the artillery
ceased firing. Ry this time the t anks had reached the KEX¥EK steep
forward slope of the ridge and could not return because of the mud,
nor could they answer the fire of the enemy who, meanwhile, had openecd
up, because the steepness of the slope made it impossible to lay the
tank guns eflectlvely against the enmmy. Just after crossing the ridge
the final drive of Capt Lamison's tank was hit, stalling the tank

{the crew escaped). Cant Lamison then, via radio, turned the company
over to Lt. Walter W. Wrolson. Lt. Wrolson moved the tanks down into
the valley between the two ridge lines which prohibited the enemy in
the woods on his flank from firing intc the tanks. Neither could they
be reached by fire from the enemy tanks on the edge of town. This was
not true, however, of the enemy installations to the northeast of
Fontzny. They continued to fire on the tanks. (/37 answered the fire
and knocked out two or three enemy tanks, but the heavy AA could not
be silenced even though HE was fired into the aresa.

By this time it was growing dark and all destructive ammunition
had been expended. Therefore the woods and town were smoked by the tanks
and & withdrawal was attemnted. Two more tanks were knocked out, and
in attem-ting to withdraw the remaining tanks bogged down. The crews
worked until 2100 amidst intermittant enemy fire, but the tanks could
not be extricated. Finally, they were abandoned by the crews.

The next day, the 10th, elements of the 35th Dlvision attacked
Fonteny and the town was entered that night.

On the 11th the tanks which had bogged down were recovsred. As a
result of the action C/37 suffered three (3) men killed(Pvt Wilford
Ratliff, Pvt? Schuhnicki, and Pvt Hammann). Six men were evacuated
because of injuries, five of which later returned to the company.

Four tanks were lost. ' ‘
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‘ Interview with Capt Leach, CO, B Co, 37th Tk Bn - Champenoux to Rmmxike Francaltroff

2L Nov 19LlL
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(Note: Capt Leacn could not supply dates for any of the following action, except \\]
relatively. B company was well back in the CCA column, and took a leading part in s

| the action only around Rodalbe and at FrancRltroff.) ~
T

“  The CCA column, with B/37 the last medium tank company, moved out of
asseably areas south of Champenoux on 10 Nov. Koute was through Champenoux, Vie-
Sur-Seille, Morville-Les-Vic. The latter had just been taken by the 26th Inf Div,
and a tank battalion attached to the 26th was outposting the area. Hampont, the
next town on the route of march, was still in enemy hands. 3mxxex The head of the
column, (D/37, A/37, C/10, 66 FA) went into assembly area east of Morville. B/37
and A/53 remained on the road to the south of the town. Enemy artillery fell in the
assembly area., Capt Spencer (A/37) was ordered to lead the coluan in attack on
Hampont, then to assemble northeast of Obreck. In the attack A/37 suffered two
officer casvalties; Capt Spencer was hit by a shell fragment and seriously wounded.
Lt White who took over command was wounded a few mirutes later, and Lt Walters
assumed command. There was no other opposition but artillery. The artillery
tontirmued throughout the night in the assembly area east of Morville, and one man
was wounded there., A halftrack and two peeps were destroyed by the fire. Crews
stayed with their vehicles during the night, in the tanks or on gumrd on the rear
decks.
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The next morning (11 Nov) the column moved out, with no gbjective. A route
of march was given which was the main road through Conthill, Bodalbe and northeast,
and orders were to mmxmxxx advance asz far as possible, Order of march: D/37, Bn Comd,
Hq Co (less AG plt with D/37), B/37, C/10, pit 2L (?), A/37, B/53 (?, previously
given as A4/53. Which is right?) (The 66th FA remained in position in the assembly
xxxxxx area near Morville) At Moutelotte Farm, D/37 destroyed an enemy AT gun and
took about 30 FA's. The column then received heavy direct fire from the northwest.
The head of the column mmiwe continued the march and assembled near Riche. The re-
nainddr, from B/37 back were ordered (by Maj Hunter?) to hold up. B/37 deployed to
the west of the road and returned the enemy fire, although they could not see what
was firing. Lt Poore, whose mortar platoon, was getting particularly heavy fire, calk d
Capt Leach and asked to have his artillery observer adjust on the enemy to the northwest.
As Lt Rayrat, the 66th observer, moved up to Capt Leach's tank, two rounds of eneny
AP hit him. The first ricocheted off the front of his tank; the second hit Lt Rayrat
in the head. The tank, undamaged, moved back to evacuate the observer. Capt Leach
3 informed the artillery and tried to get a new observer, but none came up.
(Query: Did the 66th do amy firing?)| It was while B/37 was deployed in this position
that odmxiomss 2d Lt Frederick Lockwood {p32) was killed by shell fragments.
Maj Hunter with the head of the column one km southeast of Riche, radioed Capt Leach
(time?) to reverse the cclumn and take it arounf south and east of the Bois de Haboudange
route through Obreck, Yedeling and north to main road at Riche. Note: B/37 remained
in the vicinity of the Moutelotte Farm about 1% hours. The prisoners taken at the
farm were Italians, possibly mountain troops . Tanks fired as artillery at ranges of
about {000 yardd, using HE and adjusting concentrations visually on a registration
burst. The second section of the second platoon was sent back to assist Lt Poore
and fired successfully on an enemy direct fire weapon. On the mission Sgt Del Viechio's
tank was hit by HE and lost a track. There was no cover in the position; the whole
left flank of the column was exposed for 5000 yards. The only enexy seen were soms
vehicles at more than 5000 yards and 6 Germ:n tanks observed moving in the vicinity
of Vannecourt. These disappeared before fire could be brought on them. They were
moving east. '
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B/37 led the rear half of the column back through Cbreck and Dedeling.

On irne trail south of Riche, they met elements of the 26th Inf uUiv who claimed they <i::>

were rinned down by enemy fire. Capt Leacn said that he went on, did not receive

any enemy fire, until he rurEmEbIREXsEIW YRR SEETIEDTE - LXRITBITRCCREAY.
Ly Y Er K IR R : 3 FiTens came over nill 269 (2/50,000). Then}
he wzs nit by fire frox the north, Twe tanis ot direct hite from H2Z but were still
mobile., C/10 comrand halftrack on crestins the hill was hit by A® which wounded the
CO 2né the first sergeant. (410 then turned back and made their way along the
reverse sispe of the hill to rejoin the column on the route of march east of Ricne.

WIS ATICH AT OIS O BNOTIS. S DALY
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While tnhe B/37 colufin was still extended along the road south of Riche
fozy the Hunter column was given the mission of moving up through Conthill past
Hedalbe, assexbling southeast of Rodalbte. The ©6th FA neutralized enemy fire from
the nortn and the column moved out, D/37 gettinz some AP fire but no hits. The route
was exposed to the enemy to the north all the way, but they reached the assembly
area without loss. That night B/37 performed outpost duties, third platoon (Lt
¥arston) on the road west of Rodalbe; first platoon (S/Sgt Fitzpatrick) the fork
east of Conthill; second platoon (Lt Farese) a trail southwest of the Bois de Conthill.®
During the night two rifle corpanies of bhe 26th Inf Div took hodalbe. The next }
morning three German tanks were observed moving into Rodalbe from the north. The ‘
tanks were firing into the town and over it. One round destroyed an assault gun
of the platoon of the 37th in position just south of the town. Maj Hunter ordered
B/37 to assemble in the vicinity outposted by Lt Farese's platoon preparatory to
attack on Rodabkbe. Maj Hunter took command of the TF which was B/37 plus the Recon
platoon. The tanks moved at about 1600 along the main road. At the Bois de Conthill
receiving enemy fire on their exposed left flank, the tanks reversed their direction,

grioEwTcatogxite to cirele behind the wood snd come up on Rodalhe from the

south, |(Capt Leach says he should have moved his tanks on into town.) ] f¥xm On
reaching the east edge of the wood, Maj Hunter and Capt Leach decided %o turn

south in the low ground rather than risk coming up on the ridge of nill 264,

The recon plt got through, except for one peep which stuck in the mud. [ (Note:

exact location of this low ground not clea??] e third platoon leading also
zot through and engaged the enemy at Rodalbé. Y (Get this from Lt Marston Then

the tanks followingz bezan to stick in the mud. Hunter's, Capt Leach's, &gz Cpl
Sandrock's and the 5z artillery observer's. Sgt Sowers tank on the main road
hooked on fie Cpl Sandrock's and tried to pull it out. Sowers at the same tine was
firing at the enemy in Rodalbe. He was hit and the tank disabled. Then the enemy
fire began mziarg moving west. Capt Leach at once ordered Sgt Litherland (first
platoon? to move around fdm to the left flank and sSomoowmiar screen the bogged down
tanks with smoke to the north, While ixx Sgt Litherland carried out this mission,
two rounds hit the XX artillery observer's tank and destroyed it (Note: Lt Mitchell
had replaced Lt Rayrat as FO; he wa:z using the same tank Rayrat had been killed in.)
Szt Grady of the first patoon had got his tank stuck trying to pull out Sandrock.
T/L Drew tried to rescue Sowers' tank which had been hit between the engine and the
Zas tank, but though he succeeded in moving it a little, the engine gave out. Sgt
Litherland's smoke screen saved the day. At night all the tanks were pulled out
except Sandrock's and Brady's; these were destroyed by incendiary grenades. In
addition to these two,/tSowers and Mitchell's, two tanks of the third platoon were

also lost, Sgt Cueto's and Sgt Krassner's, making six Xmxk altogether. Withdrawal to -
vicimity of o, ; i
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The next morning (13 Nov) B/37 was given the mission of scouting the -
Conthill~Rodalbe road,ms? cleaning out the west edge of the road, and cutting off
enemy escape from Rodalbe. (Note: the first battalion of the 10Lth Inf was in Lidrezing,
@German infantry had been seen moving south from Rodalbe and into the wood., Capt Leach
sgys that they were allowed to come quite close rocduak before our troops fired
because it was thought they might be remnants of the 26th escaping from Rodalbe.
Yhen they were identified, the MG section of the 1/10L and the 66th FA took them und
fire, but many got into the wood. BF37 patrolled the road, reported no enemy activit




They were ordered back by Maj ~unter. On the return Sgt Fitxpatrick's tank was

hit by enemy artillery axmbatixitws, wounding the driver and bog. The tank was not
disabled, but the crew suffered from shock and Fitgpatrick abandoned the vehicle to
evacuate the men. The next morning (1L Nov) Fitzpatrick led his platoon back to
rEktx retrieve the tank. Note: On both days the 66th put smoke on rodalbe to
screen B/37 moves and on both days infantrymen from the 1/10L rode the decks of the
tanks out to take care of any enemy infantry that might be in the Bois de Conthill.
On the lith enemy artiliery in the Rxaxxmxix 37th Bn assembl: area wounded Lt
Mixon, 5it Cueto and T/L Chelmicki. Szt Krassner at the tank OF just north of the
A:sembly area xx was killec by HE which hit in his foxhole.,

The battalion moved back to rest are at Apelecourt. (Note: This took place

on 17 Nov. On 16 Nov they moved to Chateau Voue.( Capt Leach said nothing about
events of 15t or 16th)] When the force moved out again east (19 Nov) B/37 was
sttached to the 10th Armd Inf (TF West) Plan was im for TF West to move by southern
route through Dieuze as soon as this was taken by the 26th Inf on east to secure the
dam at Mittersheim. But the 26th failed to take Dieuze and CCA ordered TF West

10 move around by the northern route taken by the rest of the command. B/37 was
ordered to rejoin the battalion. The company moved up the Bermering, assembled and
re;assed there. (ol Abrams, [@ho had taten command of the battalion at jomxim
Amelecourt) ordered B/37 to move through Virming,pick up B/10 and attack Francaltiroff,
then clean out Lening and assemble. An artillery concentration was put on Franel-~
troff. B/10 vehicles were intermingled with the tanks, and the force moved into
the outskirts of Francaltroff with no opposition except artillery. (Note: C/37
tanks were in position to put direct fire into the tomn.) A% Enewy AT fire (where?)
knocked out Lt Cook's tank (third platoon) wounding him and his canoneer. Two
infantry halftracks were also hit. At Francaltroff, Capt Leach found the bridge
blown so that he could not get into the main part of the town. Reporting this to
Col Bbrams he was ordered to assemble west of the town.. The infnatry was sent
into town alone to clean it out. B/37 tanks got stuck in the mud in the assembly
area} ten finally bogged down and enexy artillery falling continuously in the area
killed one man and wounded four. The winch of the company's retriever broke. Capt
Leach requested another retriever from battalion, and eventually all tanks were
extricated; the new retriever's winch broke, however, so that when a few kilometers
south:in the course cf withdrawal orde by éol Abrams, the tanks stuck again, .
Leach™had to request another retriever. uexmipastimrxxxx None were available at
the moment as C/37 was also having trouble with mud. B/37 remained where they were
(vic Obriek?) for the night. Retrievers arrived the next morning to pull them out
and they returned to the vieinity of Riche where the battalion went into reserve.
Note: Capt Leach estimates that 300 rounds of enemy artillery fell in the vichnity
of Francaltroff during the afternoon and night. Casualties which were mostly due

to the fact that the men were dismounted working to extricate their tanks, included
besides the wounded, three combat fatigue cases. During the night the 35th Inf Div
relieved B/10 in Francaltroff.) :
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General account of activities of the 37th Tk Bn during the period
10 - 22 Noyember., Interview was conducted in the Bn CP at Riche,
France, ong 23 November 1944. Information vwas supplied by Lt Col
Abrams, Masjor Bautz, Capt Dwight, and Capt Hays - CO, Actg Ex 0, S-3
and S-2 respectively. Details relative to D/37 vere also added by

Capt MacMahon. (Map 1/50,000), @0};(» &: ?

The 37tk Tk Bn left its ares betwesn Erbevillers and Champ@noux
or. the morning of the 10th of Rovember and reached the IP (998178)
northeast of Champdnoux at 0700, A Task Force, led by Major Hunter,
vas forming on the move in the following order: 37 (-C), 66th FA,

C 70, A/53, P1 C/704, Pl C/24, and attached medics. It had been given
a route of march to the east;, and seizing the ground around the rail
center of Benestroff was the immediate objective.

The column proceeded via Moncel-sur-Seille - Vic-sur-Ssille -
Morville., 1In the woods northesast of Morville (139256) the column was
delayed by three large holes in the road which had to be filled by a
tank dozer. The third hole extended completely across the road and
had log obstacles on either side which prevented the column from skirt-
ing it. During the delay, D/27 reconnoitered for snother route around
the west edge of the woods but did not find a desirable one. . They did,
however, knock out two AT guns in the edge of the vwoods. While the
column was stalled, it received some artillery fire which did not affect

it seriously.
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When the column was ready to proceed once again, A /37 led off towar |

Hampent. As the head of the column emerged from the woods, it began
to receive direct fire from about Hampent. The fire was returned with
unobserved results, and Cept Spencer, CO of A/37, after putting his tank
in defilads; got out to recomnoiter on foot. While on this recomnais-
sance; he was seriously wounded by small arms fire and Lt MQartim J.
white took over the Ceptain's tank and the company. The column then
proceeded forward into Hampent., Machines and miscellaneous equipment
was piled in the street to block the progress. In the town, Lt White's
tank was hit by & bazooka and the Lt. was seriously wounded, The ™~
loader, Pvt Walter H, Bammerschmidt, d the gunner, Cpl Jess F
Dingledine, were killed. (Capt Mac n said the bazooka was mounted
on two wheels and seemed to be WEWAYIH/IH/¥Vd/WHSdY¢ improvised on
what had besn & small towsed howitzer,) 24 Lt Charley Walters them took
over A/37. Meanwhile D/37 was now brought up and put in head of the
column once agein and led into an assembly area north of Obreck (185285)
While there, direct fire from 75mm AT guns, located in the vieinity
of Burlioncourt, was received. In the assembly area were also found,

dug in, ome officer and about 30 men from twvo companies of the 104th
Inf Regt. Other slements of the 26 Div vere on the flanks. During the
evening and night the assombly arca was heavily shelled. There were a
pumber of casualties and several thinfskinned vehicles were kmocked out.
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The next mprning there was more shelling, Those killed were Pvt

Russell Palmer of the Recon Plat; Pvt Anthony Pelito, Hq Pl Hq Co; ?
T/5 Robert J. Griffith, A/37; 2d Lt Edward F. Woelfle, Maintenance of, A%
and T /5 Joe S. Smith of the Medics. Capt Carey Stroup, Capt Dwight §
and Major Hunter all sustained wounds and several days later Maj Hunter g
had to be evacuated. »

Before the column 1left the assembly area on the morning of the llth
the assault guns knocked out an AT gun to the northwest and fired HE !
in the viciaity of the gun. 3Soon thersaft they also knocked out a
halftrack towing a 75mm AT gun out of - Burfioncourt. Escaping personne
were fired into with HE. The column moved north along the railroad and
began crossing to the west opposite the Haut de Hesse Farme. As they

did so, fire came from La Moutelette Farm. The fire was countered and
the enemy wWeapons Wwere kna ked out. There were 4.20mm AA guns, 2 half-
tracks--one & self-propelled gun, a short barreled gun--probably a howit<
zer, some AT guns and a sedan. Meanwhils, the elements which had not ye 't
left the assembly ares continued to receive enemy artillery. The service:
company halftrack, the S-1 nalftrack, and a 1% ton 6x6 truck towing a '
trailer and both loaded with smmunition were hit. The ammunition ex-
ploded causing casualties in & platoon of Cc /704 TDs. Lt Bumpass, the
platoon leadsr, was killed. .

e
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Having eliminated the resistance at La Moutelotte Farme, the column

finished crossing the railroad and proceeded north toward HEaboudange.

In so doing they moved into what might be termsd a defile. Thsre were
confined on the west by & creek and low, swampy ground, on the east by &
railroad and banks which were {mpassible, with very steep ground beyond
the railroad. When the head of the column neared Haboudange, 1t re-
ceived direct fire from the north, northwest and northeast. The fire
was’ returned but the cnemy was out of range. The enemy fired both AP
and \HE., Some of the fire came from AA guns and, Judging from the damage

done, some of them must have been 88s. Three light tanks were knocked
out-and Capt Hay's tank, a medium near the head of the column, after
being hit three tilmes with FE, was finally ¥nocked out and burned by

AP fire. Capt Hays was slightly wounded. A jeep was also hit and Lt
Lynn Dennison, mobor officer of D/37, killed. With the column stalled
and unatle to move the tail of the column began to receive artillery
fire. Other casualties resulted. Lt Max Poore, motor platoon leader,
was killed while out attempting to observe from whence the fire came as
was Lt Prederick Lockwood, a platoon leader of B/37. Lt Mitchell, the
artillery observer from the 66th FA, met a similar fate. Lt ROY Rush,
the asssult gun platoon leader, was seriously wounded.

Finally D Co was able to bypass the knocked out tanks and procead
past the resistance to an assembly area to the southwest of Comnthill
(205327). In so doing they capturedxghemy.AA unit consisting of an of-
ficer and about 30 men south of Riche (193321). The unit had a SP 7 Smm
gun and several 20m weapons., While D/37 was waiting in the assembly

area for the rest of the column, two enemy horse drawn vehicles moved
south to the northwest of Conthill, As these vehicles came under the
railroad they were fired on and kmocked out. On e was a cart--the other
a bazooka improvised on a howitzer mount.

W""‘WJ_‘

Al



http:captured~nemy.AA

|
While D/37 was breaking by the enemy guns, the remainder of the ‘

column turned around with considerable difficulty and retraced its route

It returned to Obreck, crossed over to Dedeling and proceeded directly

north to joinl D/37 in the assembly area, arriving there about 1400, <::>

y :
Before proceeding, Conthilﬁ’was fired on with artillery. There wai
no return fire, and only one prisoner was taken in the town. The column
moved through Conthil¥ to an assembly area east of the town (230333)
and remained there during the night. That night four (4) British para-
troopers were picked up. One reported he had been there since 15 Septo
About thirty (30) men from the 26 Inf Div were also contacted ip the as- ~
sembly area. Other troops of the 26 were reported to be in Ro be,
While in the assembly area, artillery fire was placed on S enemy tanks m¢
ing out of Morhange. One tank vas observed smoking after the fire. One !
large gun out of Pevange was also knocked oute. :
{
The next morning, 12 Nov, an infantry company of the 26th Div in
Rodalbe were having trouble. They reported that onemy tanks had coms
into the tovn and fired point blank into the buildings. To assist the
infantry an atteck was planned on the town. €¢/10 and B/37 were to move
their vehicles around the east side of Rodalbe by way of a trail, A/37
deployed to the west of the Boils de conthil and B/53 attacked,
dismounted, through the woods. As C/10 moved out, the halftracks were
bogged in the mud and became immobile. B/37 moved forwvard and had the
same difficulty. Enemy tanks north of Rodalbe had, in the meantime, be-
gun to deliver direct fire on the attacking force. Major Hunter's tank
was mired dowvn and could be extricated only by using two tanks, Three
tanks were knocked out by the enemy fire as vell ag the mine roller tank.
B/37 returned the fire of the enemy. Meanvhile B/53 had met heavy op-
position in the woods. Their CO was killed and the company withdrew. <::>
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B/37 continued the attack on Rodalbe until dark and finally had %o
withdraw because the terrain made the tanks immobile. On withdraving it
was necessary to destroy two tanks and one jeep by our ovn fire tp pre-

vent their falling into the hands of the ﬁﬁﬁjp eNomY o

Throughout the day heavy artillery fire had been recoived from the ¢
enemy, which probably came from the voods of Pfaffenforst. Capt Wysocky,
the S-4, had his leg broken by the fire and had to be evacuated. One

of the assault guns was hit three times by direct AP fire from snemy
tanks noar the railroad crossing north of A Rodalbe. Cpl Albert
Duff and Pfc Daniel Ulivarri were killedo

Memnwhile Capt MacMahon, with D/37, had reconnoitered a new positior

Yetween Zarbeling and Lidregfimg (237326). By 0100 on the 13th the Task
Force had closed into the new areaf. During the day positions occupied in

darkmess vere improved. Some artillery £oll in the area.

Task Force Oden was supposed %o attack and elean, out Rodalbe ing -
the day but the attack didn't succesd. el egwékw;% )

On the l4th A/37, lod by Major Bautz, was assigned the mission of su -
porting TF West in an attack east of Lidrezing. This TF ran into mines
and were fired on from the north odge of the Foret de Bride et de Koockir
Tho remainder of Major Hunter's TF remained static. Meanwhile the 26th

Div CP had moved into Lidrezing and its troops were cloaning out the
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woods to the north. The 37th Tk Bn and 26th Div coordinated their activities
and took up positions accordingly. A defensive line was formed rihning roughly
from Conthil - Bois de Conthil = north of Zarbeling - to the Bois';Renardvignes.

On the 15th A/37 remained with TF West and was in position southeast of
Lidrezing (252316). While there two enemy tanks were knocked out. About 1730
the company joined the rest of the Bn in the assembly area. Prepzrations had
been made to dig the tanks in, and the digzing began during the night. The 26th
Inf had elements of a Bn in Bois de Renardvigznes.

The next day the Bn received word that it (less A Co) was being relieved by
the 10th Armd Inf Bn. By evening the Bn had closed into an assembly area to
the east of Chateau Vome (19028??. A/37 joined the Bn the same night. During
the day Major Hunter was evacuated because of wounds previously incurred.

On the 17th the Bn was taken over once again by Lt Col Abrams and moved
to Adnelecourt. The next day was spsnt on maintenance and repair. During the
day orders were received that a task force would move out the followin: day.

(C/37 was returned to CCA Reserve and B/37 went to TF West.)

There were some changes in the Task Force th t moved out =t 0700 on the 19th.
In the column were D/25, D/37, A/37, B/10, A/24, B/704 (=1 P1), 9ith FA. The
objective was Sarre Union; the route Conthil - fodalbe - Bermering - Virming -
Francaltrofi - Lening.

The column passed through Conthil without difficulty and learned that our
troops were in Rodalbe. At the entrance to the town there was a place prepared
for a2 roadblock. Just as the head of the column reached this point a CIC peep
passed it and was blown un by two mines immediately beyond the nrenared road-
block ~osition. Investigation resulted in the discovery of 12 Teller mines across
the rozd — 3 rows of L mines each. These were removed by the engineers, One as-
sault gun went through Rodalbe; D/25 then went through. The cavalry troopf got
as far as the railroad bridge north of the town and found it blown. By following
German tank tracks, however, a passable place across the railroad was found. The
column contimied with D/37 leading, Meamwhile the cavalry troop had gone ahead.
They found elements of our 35th Div in Bermering. These troops were passed through
and the column proceeded north of the tomn into an assembly area (249379). To
the west elements of our 6th Armd Div could be seen moving. From the assembly
area B/704 and D/25 left the road and proceeded parallel to it toward Virfming.
They had considerable difficulty because of the mud. D/37, with the assault guns,
moved north of Viriming and deployed to fire direct fire intc the town. A/37
took up a position south of the road (265386) where they could also fire into
Virfming. B/37 and B/10 proceeded into the town mounted in their tanks and half-
tracks., Viriming was practically destroyed by the fire directed upon it and by
the incendiary grenades utilized by the infantry when they entered the town.

The lead tank of B/37 was knocked out by an AP round as it entered the town --
probably from tank fire. Two ne¥¥i¢g' s were destroyed but one enemy tank in
the town got away. Meanwhile, Co bragg?and Capt Dwight, CO and S-3 respectively,
were in direct support to the horthwest. Two enemy tanks appeared north of the
tom (280394). Tgey each got ons. The assault zuns received direct fire and a
commander of one of the guns was kilk d. .

Following; the action the Bn returned to the assembly area north of Bermering
for the night. That same night a Bn of the 320th Inf Regt went into Varmming.
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The next morning, with A/37 leading, the TF moved out (D/37 went to CCA

Reserve and C/37 returned to the TF), As it proceeded, enemy artillery was re-

ceived from the high ground. West and south of Frencaltroff was an old unde- .
fended AT ditch which had to be reconnoitered. A crossing place was found west

of the tomn. In positions from the northwest and west of the tomn respectively

C/37 and A/37 delivered fire on the town while B/37 and B/10 attempted to enter

the town mounted. At the road junction (313&03% the 3ermans knocked outv an as-

sault gun, several haiftracks and a tank of B/37. They were using both direct

and indirect artiliery fire, %hen the infantry reached the town they found the
bridge blown, so they dismounted, crossed the creek, and cleaned out the town,
Artillery continued to fall.

They withdrew to an assembly area near @brick (283397). In so doing several
hilftracks and tanks were bogged down., A/37 continued to the original assembly.
area north of Bermering.

On the next day, the 21st, the vehicles were recovered from the mud. That
night the engineers put in three bridges. The next day the TF was withdrawn to
riche, Francee.
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The impromptu attack en BINILING, & Doc 1944, by "B” companies of the S7th
nmmmsmmxumnmmwomtmmmmnmu$m
4tk Arnd Div in its slow difficult drive towards the Oarman border which began
10 Bovemdber from assenbly areas just east af RANCY. Tram the nilitary standpeint
SIRGLIEG is izportant not as & town but as & terrein featurse. An agricultural
village of same SO sguat stone houses, it is strung slong about half a mile of
the highway from ACHIN near the SAAN River east to EITCH: and the German border.
Around the simple square c¢hmirch, the brown stons schoolhouse, the market sqQuare,
cluster the houses whose concreted walls are peinted whits, red, ysllow, blue,
pink, and roofed with red tile, uuthVmW,mshbMax‘
on the mair strest and the mamure piled in the front yards. But the picturesqus
insignificance of SINGLING conceals a military reality., Some of these farm
muhavomm-fwtnxnromdmmm;mgaﬁonnlummshm
uucx;um@m-mmatmoamumnatmm,on
the hills and in the vallaey north, on the ridges south, For SIRGLING is in the
MAGINOT Line, and its situation along & soutimest-portieast ridge is tastically
izportant. 1In the MAGINOT fortificatioa scheme, eriented north and east,
SINEING is s fooal point in the secondary system of forts, For the Germans de-
fending south and west, it was adnirsbly placed as a fortified outpost for the
dafense agninst attack from the southmest of the eities of ROHRRACH, &n impor-
tant rail and road oenter and military barreecks ares, and EINING, whish eontrols
its approaches from the south, |

ROHRBACH end EIMING, botk located in valleys, domineted on three sides by
high ground, are thsmselves tactical liabilities. DBut oantrol of the cities
thmzshmttonotmndeototbmrthmuwmnpomnutthh
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tire, doth to III Corrs whier orderec the atteck and % SEVATE ARMY (XV Corps)
whioh wes or the 4h irmd piy's ri~ht flank, The principel obgecﬁve of the
YII Corps was SARRTGUTMINES, ar {smartant city oB the SAAR River ent the

- Gerwmn dorder, Taroulh ROTRE'CH pase the malr radlroad and one of the mair
hictaeys east out of BARRESTMINES to JERMAKY. Phe 4tk ~rd Div was to seize
this vital essape route while tre 85tk In® Div attaoked SARREQUDRINES.
ROERBACE bad an additionel importance as an odjestive at the time, becaunse it
gus & focue for rozds nortk cut of the large forest eres (iocluling the FOREY
I® LEVATRC and FORET X WONTBEONN) than usder atteek vy iV Corps unitis,. (See
ran #l.)

Put ROERWOE as ax objestive could not de separated from SINGLING, The

pain rosd into ROERDACE froo the south runs between a ssries of hills whieh make

1¢ umsable for attaek, The alternative is the ridge west of ths VALLRE

DIALTXIRCE. The east side of this ridze is, of occurse, eafiladed by the soxe ‘

Rills thst comtrol the road, The west glde, or the other bend, comes undexr
airest frontal fire from SINOLING, whieh, by roason of & few feat sdditional
elevetion, commands this approach route for toires or four kilamsters to the
soutd. Although nelther route, therefors, was satisfactory, since, o8 both
tenks would eons urder 8DOWY ohsorvetion before they were witiin reige to attagk,
tho weet side of the ridge, wdtl corparative freedor fror fianring fire seemed
to offer the best hore for sucoess. To use it for atteoidin . KINING, however,
ummnmumgmoumw.iummm, besauss the
ridge eonfiguration and the impassadbility dn floodsd Sarrein of the VALLEX
DYALTKIRCH scpelled the attacking foroe $0 coms Wp ezt of the town end rpaks
nMWMMM@WM@MWN@. Agsaunlt of
SINGLING was rendered aifficult pot only by ths canalized epproach, but also ¥y

mrmmtwumuttmpxdmwmmmw.um
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1200 yis %o tas nort: shich if tuie tain dafemse of the MAGINGT Line,

Mt Yow Atfficult the Sosl vz, was Alscovere? on 5 Dec by the 37th Tk
Lo (Lt Cel CRIIGITSN LERAMS) wher 1V attacked fror SCREITTVILIZR under orders
*5 sayunce os far o rosrille, wiih DTLTIWS :8 e limiting objective, 1In faet,

the sttack oarried oa’y 40 withia 1000 yds ef SIRGIINC and was thare

Y
i

stonneld by difficul?t termain and heavy artillery and direst fire
from SIYU*.m;." .an-a boyond, Fourteer medius tamks were lost to mad
ond enery puAS. Tive were tit zlmsst sirultansously ou %onpins; & ridge south
of toem; othartc bogred ir tle sticks sround and rvere lost to artiliery or teo-
pore=ily disahled. The bettslicn, redused in effective strength to g psdium
comparies ond uneble tc alvanse, rosdssmhled porthwest of T111 349 (E186462),
Tyt richt (5-6 Dec), CCA B3 roesived from ¢ivision the plan of attagk for the
sexrt 2ay. CCB was to sdvenoe frax SCLITTVILLER to texe SINGLING and the bigh

cround to the east, TF ARUES {CCA), whose prineipel combzt slexents were the

I74: TY Br, S1st Arz2 Izf An, 94t: T4 Bn (105 Bow) and "B° Co of the P04tk TD

3c (leas ooe Plat], was to attack PIIIRG and RONRBACE and recomngiter the high
ground to tie north, TP CIEX (CCa; msanwhile wouid push or from the LICERL -
Tiver bridzehsad at DGFRSSTL o0 tike IEHIINOEL and RAGLING, apd be in a peei-
tiox to suppart ARRLX (see maps £l exd §2).

Col APRANC recormended to CO4 that ho be ellowed to attaok SINGLING. CCB
was sti)l in ths vieinity of VOSIIFRDIRET and SCTMIT.VILIIR, aud, though they
coalld mereh &e far s AFGAKRS' agsemdly area without oppositisn, ke knew that
ther would be umadle to come up in time to jusp off shreast with CCA in the ate-
teck, This would mear t.at ZERAITS would bave to twrT his flazk to SINDNU 4{a
atteciing east, If that twrning had to e made, he asked CCA for the support
of st least six battalions of artillery, (In fact, whex he attacksd ths next

«afe
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morning, all artillery bettalions, except the 94tk were, wxknowa t0 him, ai
the road.) ABRAMS sent his reccamendations as to objestives and artillery sup~
mumummm.muu-mmmm The
latter ws "epparently” aprooved, and ealled fer advanse nortk %o the high
mmnm.mmumwrn(m)mmm
axis of the main vead inte KIING., Like lettered infantry asd task oampaniss
ware So d¢ paired off; the two platocas of TDs to ¥s used for direst fire suy-
 port. (Both tank end infaatry battalions were far below strength; as &
pragtisal mstter the 37tk had only two medium tanck sumpanies; the S1st bad edout
150 sombat affectives. "I team bad 14 tazks of whieh one was & Bq 106 ssssult
gun attashed, and 57 infuntrymen,) The twning movemest soutd of SIRILING,
sempalled ¥y the terTain, was to be covered ia additicn to the artillery fires
by the assault guns and merters of the S7th Tx Bn firing secks and XE into the

town and edjasent high ground from positions near E{1l 336 (609%472). Iz Whe ‘
detailed plan, the assault teen oomposed of *P" Cos of the S7th Tk Mn and the

S1st Armd Izf Bn, was selected to make the sweep of the town of IXNING., Cepd
mmx.mcx.mmummm.mrﬁmneo-.w-tmm
with t\heir platoon lsaders to study a town plar of EIKING and mep out detailed
routes and dispositions for their troops. Mo ens paid any attantion to
STINGLING whieh they were to bypass.
mmmmnmmmmﬁ;nm,sm.mumm
ia the visiaity of SCHMITPVILLIR whish thay had taken without oppositicn oa §
Desember, t meet the tanks for the Jump off at 0800, The
Preperation
for Attask plan, as fur as it consernsd ") tean, was %0 advanse ia ocolumn
of altermating tanks and infantry earriers up to the outskirts
of EDONG, But the scaked ground oven on the hills proved too stiecky for the

@



http:It.1l.la
http:ifMtriUu.IR

mcn.mmmwmlmtnmunmmnutmum
while the Fiflencs Eountol the reer dscks of the tanks, When they mounted, that
uazom(ztmmmoaashunmmmmummm
jate i3 starting), the plan still called for ®F" tea= to atteck EDUTN. They
mzmmnn@tummammm-mormm.mw
y8s scuft of SINGLING, “A" Co Of the ST: Tk Br st the hoad of the colwm was
s xile $0 he DOTt: And hed beer stopped by direet end indirest fire frem
ATCLING 28 boawy c2 that of the dey before. At 0830, "B* and °0" Mries of
mmngﬂnm\egant&rugwnemummnhndmtdm
o= six contignoes tzrget arecs, they fired 131 rés, but although & gentle south-
Mmammmhpdmymmm.wtm”
timodhuw.mltcmmtbmorntvwlmwmnmum
-A-w.'mum.mmmmuwms-&ommmm
-rMMMntmmamwnmmm-ﬁm
obearved effect. Of the ensry abesd in SIFGLING, "F® obasrred two tanks in the
orchards west end east and e gun firing from the oexter of town, This gw
tarped sut %o be zr OP which latar ergs=gsd tho ettextion of the asssulting oon-
panies & good part of the day, '
Convinced that enses gans inm SNGLING coxld act be neutralized Wy a fire
f1cht, Col ANRAIS decided on his omn initiative to attask the town and attempt &
'.wuuwmmmmmwﬁmmmm«
::l:". " pis ferce turmed east imto XIWDG. He assigned the miasion of taki
Abe towm to "3 temn, ' Thore was 20 Vimo %o make detailed plans,
cu;cm-.;xmmarmto-tmhommum,mtnm

OB B e Ave —mB an sman ba Nlae
oty

mmwm.;iww.uu‘m-uuu«‘“vuv—w

platoon lesders, (ouormammmumnmmtummu

SINING, The tenk ecmmaniers were 80 sure of it that they mistook WELSGHQFY FARM
-8 e '

-
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sorth of SDNGLIG for the berrecks they had wxpected to fimd at WIKDS,. ) dapt ‘ ,
LiAGE doployed Dis tanks, PUSLANG Lhe LG Flat (24 Lt Jakis k. FahiSs) ob tle , W
Laft; e Lst Plat (Ass Lt KlLilca 7. GUBLE) on $he Fight; aid tae 34 Plat (1st A
Lt GOMET Mo COGK; AD Supjorts The ocRaaui LARK Eoved detwean tie Ld wnd 15t m
Yiate 1a fromt of the 34, As the id Plat tanks carried e infusiry, the thres )
Eﬂﬁqvﬁgggﬂggsgﬁpc‘ga&.
oﬁﬁx.vgg‘uggrfﬁvga.gﬂ.l. The infantry piatocns
.Sucl.gnr-ic.ogﬂ!onaigiobgg 2afore the

attack at 1QL5, "A" and "B BEries of tue 94ib Fa @m put 107 ris of K on
g.&-gu!!,ggnizagf The GssLult guas
&Eu«EﬂPSﬁG«H%!ﬁSE%S.nSE&E

toms Bntil tos Sanis got oo their objestive. A/37 tuzned east and throaghout tae

| say £ived oa the SDNGLING-ELIIG roed aad to the rorh. Oue platoon of T0s

EFE&SS%E&K&?8!«»:.8«!..&»8»»«&&. ‘
n‘ﬂﬂggﬁop&.giﬂ’!éﬁsngﬁogf
keep moving bagk. ?ogﬁng%:iﬁ?!ig
KRN the aext daY. ‘
"7 G0 tanks advanced rajidly inte town, imzadiataly after the artillaxy
E‘vpuau»lrpﬁniru_ggo? Dat tbe planned foruatiok was S0GR broksa.
5@t JOSKPi MACPBLE'S tamk (34 Plat) developed engine troudle, run
Humn E«Fgaalnﬁtgﬂgmﬁnhq.éﬁﬁﬁ
7iat) sedio fuiled and he 4id not bring his task uy at all, The otder
gg&«?!&o«ifngﬂogaﬁnnﬁgtﬁg
Eiginxggvongvgog A8 Lhe CORJARY &P~
if«oﬁ.ﬁ.k«ﬂ-kﬁpﬂggﬁgain:&ﬁe
54 Flat aoved in through Lus gap to come up substantially o & lins. The sffeet

- Qe .
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than wos ef & advanalag lins 62 1 Gdncz en a frasnt & 1Sttle less than She
lengih ef SINGLING ar about 600-700 yds, Gnly Lt FARXSZ'3 Sank wes notahly fm
sdvance. Leading the tanks of &/3st BRMRAND K, SOYERS and gt JOHX L. PARKE

W about B0 yds, Lt FARIST moved wp the Rill south ef SIRGLING mortiwest into

" an erebard. As his tack topped ths €rest 6f a slight riss Just south ef &

stone farmyard wall (soe aikstch), 1% was Bit tires $imes by AP end immedistely
8ot on fire. 1t FARESE end his loudar, Pfo WILLYAK §. ERADLEY, wers killed.
{Thay are effisially 1istod as XKIA, a3 tanir Bodies were burned acd not re~
soversd.) The gunzer, Cpl EIIXYE C, XIILED was Sid, nvug_on«unau-ﬂmon
eut. BCWHRS and PARES dacked tisir tanks iato defilade bauind the noss ef he
Ri1) and radiced EAUPRLN mot to eome Bp.
Tho ahells that hit Lt FAREAE were probably from a X: ¥ tank whish was
parked besids e brick barn (Mg £19 o3 sbetoh), tnough they may have coze from
o towed Y5zm AT zun in the sane genarel vieinity, In say case what

-~ ROEZy on

the Sost 1t FARESE bad raz {ntc was a nast ¢f ensmy armer and dafensive en~
placements « & perfect defensive position whish the snemy wsed S0
the fullest and against which * temm fought and plotted sll day without svea
minor suscess. Eere fust south of the main road and 75 yds fyem tde thiexly |
settled part of town are a substantial two-story stone house and stons darz and
two NAGTROT pillboxes., One largs dcmed pillidax eonztrusted to house an AT gun
Gefonding to the north 1s fust to the weet of the barn. Two scncrete duttresses
fasning out to the northeast and socuthesst furm s good fleld emplasement for an
AY gan defending soutdeest., The towsd AT gun may have been emplaced there,
The erehard southeast is thin, the slope of the hill gentle so that the turrets

. of tanks attaskine fram that direetion are enfiladed froa the pilldox pesitiom

TmA - AV . 2NN 4 XA A T R . » R P oy .
ey 122 yi&o, Tl Sllar pIlllsX 40 Sl sidiniamws g @edisowa pavInusy) ea & mr UV

post to eover the main read. uo?»-oc»»%o?ip&%louf
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high walls of the farm buildings to toe esst jwovides eover from the tewn ‘
ummammmuwmmucwarmm The main
Stradt AT oL Mmies & wocd "W mﬁewﬂumwwmmmm&
giac fron ozaeIv-Llch of tu cbiockin force eutering towd frais ihe scutl, yet
stil: psrmit U.ose Juae wcomnxunmwmo:mrmtzommn'
gquare (see photo), |

1n this ares (8ee pketek) &t lecst thres L V twake, toc S5: guns, ons towsd
L1 ens une V3 (G6TRn 48 or Just pOGLiily el AreTichi oOC esl; successfully )
Blocved svery aitempt et direct asmsult or exvelopment, &b auriag the dxy
fired a1 will st =1l movorerss across or eluhd the 2ain street aad 6 the seuth
&l @outheast. oIS 0hsAS apd FAIKS found tlat 1L they 2oved L-eir tanks oaly
aoraruptbeslopeutoba.—etnozgmmamsu.t.iwimnm h

Far some time, however, FARLS aad SOalis wers the oaly ames xho suspested
tic sironstl of this Loickot of enesy defensive armor, Tae; ruew toat they
eouls not advance, out ther dul 5690 only oo tesk &Is ens gun, Tas destrustion
of Li F~"aS"'6 tent mar, of couTse, reported to Capt IBalk, But Cojt LEAGH wt
the cwell was reocouyied by snother worc imddiutaly prossing protlem, &n
suexy SP 5C £t i{n frust of kir,

“her the two tunk platoons ecarryirns the infantry reeched & hecge‘:ut south
of CINGLITS, they elowed up to let tre 1afamtry diamount. Lt EELikL got off

cheed of his platoon loaderc. first to reach uix wes It COWGILL
Intaxtry
Attack whose platoon es:crdled most rejidly becauss tls zen bapransd 0 b
riding on tenks relatively close toget.er, It BLDEN told COMlil .

to tuke ti0 left sido of town, disregaxrd the first taree houses ou tbe south
and ove fn. Lt Fulli was ordercd to tate tie right side, BRLIKN said te
PADITT, "FPollow up cftaer O0-JIiie" Shls.T: comwented drily afterwards, "1

wes i3 suprort.” Tiut was the plan, Neltisr leaders nar mon had axy knoisledze ‘

T bl =
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o0® She 2o7a or af ths snany., They 414 Xmow their joba., Thay were. to @lean out
t- houses, splistint s wIrd o slrommciancls 2otatels Thous Al tus gl leon
1s-22ws az2 -~ =30& poTig-tage of ite men ware tedanl 7@ late onis, (®) they
PaA =11 va2 3aTd-t eTarisnes 3@ hal fout In towns defere,
(*) T 2 mev te € Dee, the omTam hal roceivad 128 ree

W.mmmwommxnmmnu. it

o SoaY caman? 0% Yorv, Wt N0l tesn 2 N5 Somnany dalors;

PADGETT, mc'mcoam:vmmmomum doinel %he

scmans 12, 3% =od 2N New, ouapectiivelr.

The ensmy they now attasked insluded as the principal Gomdat elemant all
four cozparies af e lst Bn of the 11l P Ciem wewt, {arnored ipfuutsy of the
13 Pz M) with = total stremgth tiree or four times a3 great as that of the at-
tasXinz Americsn infuntzy. They wers supporied wv two "tanks” (probably Sps)
of ar upknown urit, by the § Btry of tie 119 Arty K& (3=4 1COmm Bow;, organic

battalion of the 11 F: m.v, and by sacs GH, ertillery, Three days oefore,

hoadjuerters of the 1/111 Px Gren Regs bal been in SDGLIC whilc the Oomparies
were conmitted 1o the vieiaity ef HIRSIIGEN (Q4639). Om about ¢ Des the eom-

paniss mOved Via SARKALEZ t0 VORLLERDIMGER where thay fought against elememts
coa.ouumv.m‘wmmmtmanmumumq
of SINGLING. The arigiml missien after the wiibdxuwal wes Vo attack QERKIEN
(W),mmmuWu'mmmam

Oonsidering its Geplated Streagth (150-200 men) the enemy battalion was
well armed, The turee eompanies astuslly in contact st SUMLING bed one towed
mumnxmnnn—nm.mummc.mm.mm
Mm.mnnrtgmn. wmm«-mw
wooden frames espeble of firing two 200-pound, 36-inch Frejestiles at a time,

An inleatics of the Falative importance ef SINKLIN and KN 1 the
uq'.wmnmumtmmmh-m&uauummcm-
MWWM.WM@&#MNMWMAl@

o }if -




ooRax’ (t..alzt/oftheelum(hnmﬂ. m-mmu;mswm
and eisht oid-typs Tam: Al Funs mounted or kx IV achassis, wAuePimttriod
m;aw:muamwmrmmtmmnmmwm. Nesr
EI:3i:, exmet losutior undster=ined, were ons or possibly swo comparies of the
LMIE'zMM,MWMQpWMhWNCW

let 3u. thblyatwta.mmo!mmumm.mtnghmw
tificetions were made, Finoelly tae enery was eaploying nm:u:'zr;-.

Eisgel inoous gollection of saae L3( Overwage, eriprled, or ctierwise unfit

parsonuel =~ as labor troops to di; dafenses.

Tiamracing';rmumtmmwrandbuww(puumwu
ic roppeot to deev;y weapons) than the attackers, Revertialess before the bate
mmgwmmmmm'WUmommmtmqmtum
the ¢t mmv'mormmuvuzmummnmw. This they
h.ad;cz:nootodiaconrtorth&iulmt:bothsmmmumw ‘
WOre Qle | .
it COMGIlL (Sdln.Plnt)dthPfcmm. Ml;e-pmwmue
:usa=~um.mmmMormmm Mnd.w”‘
noar.yuptothomlncqumhrmapottm nm&mmiu}w
The building, burning fras sbell fire, alouded tas sguare with
pvan toiok moke, OOWGIL turned and sxcuted back & erning to the
tanks dot tC eOmS Qp. TAETT with two mec of his lst 8q weTe
neard;y . mm»:mmwnmuoucmm.mammmu
nunmmmammmrm This thay 414, though the 34 5 wes (f‘
notuallyndﬂnpnoat mmmtvmawidmluﬂn&(mu)mh
4t CONGILL'S shouted wurning, Cs-t LaAGH dismounted and sdvanced aloag the
street anxead of his tank¢ The S uyum-pom.mwwd

tie, tooush the con:z-.nder'e head was out of t.ho turret, PADGETT, LEACH, conm.‘

-u-,
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anc the two mer storted 2irins to meke hir buttor up. Them the ST moved. It

bugzed aaross tne Street to tae elmirer presurctary t6 hending west. Inmnun-;

time more infantry bad oome up from the south. When Lt BXLIEX aphroached, tie
street wus crowded., Apngyed, he ghouted at the mer to oalear off and fan out
Lnummo:dwu“. His shout was less effestive than & burst of
A fire from the S+ whieh followed {t by & matter of seconds, The 1lst 8q of the
3¢ Flet {1t CCWG1LL), wriek, for tae first hall scour er so tat it remeined to-
sether, mur udder oosmand of vt RALM: R, L .=ADWOTGK, dueked into houses oo the
woal sidec of tus strect, Tas od X (ogt JUiJ wo Fall) retrestecd hastily into
745 ou tls east, ani tas street was neurly cloar,
LN eould not ses tue St chtoppodacitoukmtwvmmtm.
aheai. Tio answer was simply "mmehine gua.” "If it is & machine gur mest," said
MLOER, “we'll bring up & tank.,” Ir the Eysterions pethweys of -
Il;:tn ruvor, this remark troveled rearward, lost its ®if*, and resulted in
.'monwmo:mmtu,mxm-mz.mormm
Tr Flat, to clean out &n enamy MO Dest. SKNEROGL moved west from his platoon
n.m;nnc.m"nutocuomanomum.nMpotmunmemn
Mphonmchame_mtttumuumo}*.mtwupthcmthm.
roum:.oteomo,nomziut.mcmmxneaapzMWcmunku'be-
2ind §6 woere be reasined sepearcted frox his platoon the rest of the day,
1n the moancime the ehexy S at the square hed courieted its turning and
hetided west along the main street. LEAGH sontimmed to fire his toscy gun at it.
2t in 80 4oing Be hlocked tas line of fire of his ewn taak behind him
:‘u? aad the &P eseaped. LEAGE d1d not attempt to follow. He had reseived
the Teport o the tank that had kuocked out Lt FARZSE and desided
tr.nznmmbomcsoumyzwmmmmsrrmmtmtwmnig

tho 3¢ ilzt tanks through the west end of the town, EBe¢ thersfore had kis owm

N
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wnkbackmnbuildwfémt!lbauh-nloovuodrrmmmtuﬁ
oouL ¢ camuand Los pyuiTe, ond oalled Lt OUR. COOK'S three tanks, his owm, .
momMnmw..&Y.&bmtmh&w;mww
'sgtmsmo.m.ma&mmumuzmmmmsmmm

(see sxeteh). hmxuummmmmuuzmumm
cwummnmnumxwuwomwurw:uc. COCK l1ed Rhis N
tanks tc the right of the buruing farrc witl the {dea of cutiing acrogcuanun
ctreet 1= parsuit ol the eneey SF. As the- approached, vt CLARLES X, MC CREE,
COOK': londer, Saw FAEES: get Bhit iz the ow::nrdtohi- left, i may Lavs ip-
formed AL, ornn*wvoumzmtwmdmnuwo. Inmmococm
Mdmtab-nrhthouromuonududcusmminmmcorm
mamwmmumlmrmx. nod.mhilumkm'ontthu»
mo:m‘mmmmtummornm), Botweer these buildings,
m:xmintmm.mllumrcmungnnm»wtnm—tootdro
13%c the walled gardes in fment of sll. J44tips this uheoon barrier at a 45 .
amm.mwtmm'wnmmm For & Baent

{t tarestensd to ovarturn, ther lumdered ou righving {tself, ORI ans EAT#ARD
tmuduztlo:mumetmaummmmm The
muwhtmmmtoudtmummimlondmmmmm

west lr'atoabtoot concreted stone well, steyped up tc 8ix foet high &round

the porthwest 6orael. mumsxmxosm.myrou.ummm
mkopnn.nm»ummm”upnnmm In fast,

their peaition was sariously czpoudn'mtho porth, for the eoztimmous slope d_’ -

.l.aeeiem

%
8
:
e
5
-t
i
il

Imnediately across the strect wers two s.mlo: gardens wi“ lox stone wells, and

adirttrmlwdin doma izto the wvelley. owmmmmamumumoc

ae

stayins there, s : mmwcroutmmad. then work cround %0 ths wost st‘
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intent of. treyrpine the o? xaict be m ol wab OD his lefv, YHe 4id not Ynow
that 1t6 gun now comandeu sLe Streel, and Le wollcd bave fourd out oo late if
Lt CONGILL had mot ePpsured z. that moment to warz him,: ¢
OC,/GILL 'S platoas :ald set our immudictely after the escape of the S¥ freo th’o.'
oque.fo to move intc tus west c£ide of town, COWIIIL, himself, withL two men of Lis
18t 8¢ (BARRINITCE and vt &ibVad. Co aliadAbixic, moved along the

34 Inf Plat ‘
lst 5¢ south side ol tas strest. (The osther four mer of tae squad stayed -

bebind, nea> g7 frok wiic: later or t‘m\\'\ uxiertock &r irdependert
wiszior to the nortn, (Ses balow.; XwlGiis, AnAIBOTW &0 e lidil Bade tislr
wy to 21C gad JTOm LL6re 00Wis 8G@ Lhu SEITAL o6 perkec ou «.vil.e¢r &iae of the
street 200 yis to the west. it was ther that CORGILL ooming around #1 $ato t.e
garden into which COGL'> tanks had just driven, found OOGL unc warned him of the
edaxy., CC#3ILL saig, "Thare is & Kreut tant behind the third ouilding down to
tns west,” COX cot the impresdiorn thst the "tank” was loonted benind e hpu.u

wniagh Le eould soc o tae wort. side of the street, he toerelore nec uia tani

and GRIKE'8 105 6307 dows 6 corner of the mall in fremt o then (see photo §2).

' This fire probahly nottled the enfegy inte re;lyius Lou & rouss of 7amk Mt into

tbe northwest oorner of pl. Do\ far £ron. whare COKILL war standing. COOK dis~

aounted and with COMSILL wulked around to taes east sioe of tz2e building whioch
bud been hit.
In the meeatime Lhe 8 3¢ 0f 00#GLL's jlatoor under oot W PHRALL baé moved

on from j<. into walak tao JF'z MG at the square had driven t;xt.. .Satisfied that
there were Lo O&y uﬂﬁ, the sever man crossed tae aquare and

S4 Int Plat ' ' - -

24 8¢ ntmdfas,lummlwum:mmoutwtrqam
strest and surrvunded by & teo=foot wall, sur—ounted by ar iroa

reiling. In this house NG PHEaIL and his men uisoovered twulve civilians shelterin:

{r the cellar. i few nimites were oonsurmed in sfearehin; them, then the squed

1
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set out t¢c contimue tne sweer of tns rouris side of the strect, MC PHAIL and ‘
m&’-lia..Tom&ug&twtmtrazziwxoifzam:nu&m;wm |
scuoclhckise. A taire mar tried to foliow out duexed bus. whes G bulliets splate <
tered Lirn the fromt yurd, #25 was thez anc contimued alli au. to be under diz;oct .
fire fTOS L0e eney tanks on the west, il FAAIl and TUX' reacned the 862001;
to8 rest of tas ﬂ\uﬁ rtayed in £25, Lt Co#alii standing on the other ajicde ol
toe strest, snouted seross to ask K riiIl whether he coull sec Lue SDERY ake
Le could. CO-GIlL ordered hix to fire, 1t S, bafing seer the truc locatior
of tae 8Ps, returned to his tamk and baczec it izto an alley Letwssan F9 i #12,
Just wids enoug: to let hiz t.m.::.. e el &M end HATRAiy cbout the enexy
378, asred GRIMM whether be thought he coil. get out of the gardes 11 necessery.
Gs‘l&'though‘.h.mld.. COOL than 6alled Ctpt LakGh and asked whetusr tancs
could be sent around to bit the eoemy func fTon the soutiwest. lsaCk radioed
ordsrs to SOWERS (24 Tx Flat) %0 try to g0 taroush the burning burn (f11) and ‘
fin¢ a way tc attack tae SPe, S0.GA: ried, Wt got only ¢ few yards, Just bo-
vond toe wali, the pose of Lis tank, exsosed Larcush the sets to the west, was
" sa0t at. Convinced tast sdvenge was ir.oossiale, 30K s> Teturne: to tie orchard,
Ever; sttempt to dsal witiu the ene [ 80 fur haé bes: mnde 1. 1¢;r§mnoe bot2
ol tas layout of the tomx am 0 né scaz nosition, T.:-:.a Lt Wexild set outl te
remedy, 6aé walle COW .Lusuvared his tatu.s, Guwidlll ood RIS two
Zowrr oa
wost Bes started on & deviour sijlarctory journey toroust the Louses to
. the west,
At we sme t1m¢ MG PHALL &ni TOXD, who bad fired & fev rifie rousds at tae
3Ps, discovered what seemed 0 tLen mre srofisable targets in eaexy infantry 1o
the valley t0 the nortli, This On&EXy was aiso OSCuUying tos et
Enexy on
North untionotmqmrmawo:mum The four a6 of

O0#OILL'3 18t 5 (ivt Jlu C. 1&IXAES, PVt {lLila CRTLY, PVt ‘
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. FRAE A0, and iV L. M)‘i.wu)mmlw&lttblqmnﬁtntm

squad loader, K RKIBGTOR, had ascorpanied Lt 0O«GILL, spotted 15-18 Garmans near

amuwm(.ﬂmnu wmmm.mupnung

Mumummammmmmw Mmmt

nnohi‘bctmmmmm mwutmnmlnxnoc

mum-mnwmmmmatmum
mrht)m-anunuum

The offieer was Lt FRIGE ‘
Mmmmvm—nuum.au«mummmun

uRreaLsting Cermans, Although PRICs's mission had deen to oscupy the

ist Iaf
Flst mtnﬂdtou,mtnuﬁvdat_mm.um.uu

_ W's‘mnu)mmmmmmmumm.
- _ Lt CONGIIL'G mee were an the wesi. PHIGE ¢oeided to go Borth. T/ASt LOVALL
B ,muam-nwmwmmummwmafmm
‘- " while 5/0gt JUBE 5uYiRS and six mes took over §35. POGE with the rest ef his

&m.tmmnmw-mumzwa.mmm
mtmmmmmwwdmm At the earnar they

ummmo.mua{mjmmmwmcbooppsmwmmx
rutm.Awpmmm'tf—\amwmm. The steop drop

‘ nmmnmsom'mmumumrozmwsmuum

. o nnmmmtnottbmmkdm
!‘ R '
i : mmam-nmammmmw»mnuxw

f‘ . ‘mmvww:.‘.:r.::‘.:::tr“ﬂ'*m-n. Mﬁwnﬁﬂnﬂnm

ouiuth:ahuvydntomﬁi&hookdsotuoomunmmm.w

the alleyway. n m at least six feet Mgh and too exposed to enemy observution

. o R . t
i _ - 18 - .
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%0 % sealsd., It would have to bde eut, Ths platooz wire cutters, however, had

unmuammmunwonmmmwunummm;_

wisd hia, WEITE wemt 1ot #34 $o ook for tools, hile he was in thare, the
Oermans in the valley were getting ready to give up, meuwA
ot emly iy the coztiming small arms fire Ji} PXICE'S mes and the four men of the.
34 Flat, but alse Wy MD and HE from Lt OOOK'S thres tazks. 85t GRIME started
1% Y @lspatebing & lons Germms & few buadred Tds amy with 10C Xis of .30 eel,
mhm.Mmsum:\nprrnuwthcvm'rp&ubm Ia
bis own words, bs "elesed the door far them Witk HE.* ' All thros tanks also
_periodically fired HE at the ridge 1200 yds to the DoTth, BOTe 0 register the
rings of the sikyline on which Cerman tanks were likely o appear than to engage
specifie targsts, The total effect, howsver, was to throv a large volume of |
fire ia the direstics of & handful of eomy, and shordly 1t FAIOR sew whits
mmtxﬁm,ulhc. It was then that he sxdsred the mea agross ths
street o sesse fire, Twalve Germans walksd up the hill snd surrendsred to FRIGK.
Cme who spoks soms Eiglish reorted that thare were five mere ic the valley who
were axxious t0 surrender but wers afraid to ocone out. mmmmm
mwmum«um;uumwm&usw.-u
that moment, bowever, & velley of emsey mortar snd artillery struck the squaie.
&w'utmms@mwummuwwwrﬂwﬁ-m
wood splinters. SAYZES and Pvt RANDALL 8. MIOWRIOO outside and Opl FRARK B.
MO KLEEE in /M3 were slightly wunded. PRICE add his men ducked besk from the
'm.-mmmmmnmnm‘mtmmuﬁﬁ'mm.
Altbough PRICE balieved that snew held the houses to Ahe narid, b doelded aot
to attack them, becauss iz advancing north hl't;vuld move cut of contact with the
_platcons on his flanks. ummm’am-m-'&.qumnn

.,.1’6 ‘
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’ volxztears fovr sspture. ?sgﬁilagrnaungll:”
tmm the read scuth, g!ai-ﬁ!&oa.gg.ﬁw&dngg.sww
the sshoalhouse and surrendered 0 MC FHALL and TODD. Hgtﬁ.«lf
tuo 097088 Lhe square to the strest Boutl, Thers, !Eagu&alﬁlx_ﬂ
.flpli.!laolmtu:{!?tilﬁﬁl.p&.g.nf

. turmst e tbe sexdul, Uﬂasggseg‘s.pﬂiw

El—i&g&liteé&.encﬁgagrogsnl.m@

them to g0 down to the pillbex to get whitever Gersans might still be im it,  They

fousd mome LUt Qid drax MO fire from the direction of WELSCHQFY FARK. BATTIES |
was wounded 1n the leg and the squed s pimaed in plaoe for severwl houpss
Trom the east end of towm, Bt PADGE . (24 1af Plat) had also seen the enemy

B . .
i . iafaztry in tbe valley, Wt hs hed seen two othar things walek worried hia far
: ‘ Bore - o roeket lewnoher (wirfgereet)’firing from sbayt 500 yds
£ Ins '
Flat !ﬂgnﬁﬁgigs ridge northeast,

PADGETT was 1z £3 whiel he bad Feaehod With his 1st 5 without dife
Q!wﬂgggv!ﬁ!ggtﬁla These houses
were ococupied enly by a gi&ﬂﬁi&!%ﬁigig
§395. 4§39 ws & fine plase %0 be. -Outwardly fust msotbar fary house, it was
astually & fortress, with wnlls of three-foot conarets reinforsed with steel

| @irears, Berertbeless PAXEIT wes still worried, Protection saough from artil-
- gﬁfgﬂﬁﬁggl-i:mgi,f
| gé!za!&égggg Nore reassuring were
" 4he four tazks of the 1st Plat (Lt GORY) whieh pulled into position fn the ;
" erebard opposite #39 adeat the sane time that PAIGETT arrived there, nsi/
| L cevan kg e beiigy was ebidd b0U fer amiy GOF GifvoOy 6CAODe  Easamiid |
“, ~ sext his runner to report the situation to Lt IXLIEN and also to find the 24 6q
W. .Aaéf%%
w{ . A .;1\

. \ :




of 215 owaglatoon and Weing them wp, mmmrnuuunm‘umt;;
peams? to TUMETT @ reasc:ilo tis6, Le sast oul asotber m,mmmm..
on tLe same alssion,’ ' ' |
mmlmummmsmwmmmmmcr%
was 5% 4T whare 1% sad £1ret bean set u; by BE.JEK o0 emtering the town. Astuale.
1y XCLIEK hnd stayed in uhut houss less thar half an bour, only long snough to
set u; the redic aa: 10Otify the 518t Ins I that he was i- town. 54 than moved
to 28, ILYGS readn®l dév wabrs be mev 2 2L of FRICE'L platosn and was
vermsd not Lo crose tis sjucre whish enssy cuns to the west had eovered, EBVIRS
_wemt nround M4 and on up tis roud sout: to #43. Finding Do ons, he rewurned
wlong the west aide of tos Stroet, got as fer &8 #5. A tanksr, ond of SAXIROGK'S
oruu)o'acfu.mmammmamwmﬁm“-mwu

had Jugt waliked up %o the tamk and surrexdersd, At £ KEVILS wit: his peisorer '

met BATTLES who had mot yet startod faor tne valley pilldbox, Bﬁmwt‘a—'
ponzcmormwmuwmw:m;mummw
to §22. I o fow rimtes be resppeare ir the door and sotianed to BATTIZS to
ev2¢ the Fi over. ialf kis ciasios aua;pum,nmmitm nad to £ind the’
24 3G, ulﬁ&-t&uwm;muuwmmmwmm
mazu.oh;no. | |

SCHARZ'S squad had alresdy wita 1ittle effort accamplished ons of the most
notehle sugcasses af mw. mmmmmmw hm-:mma,

mrmottumcy,mmubmnM}s.mm

-84 Inf Flag -

24 9'. ;:ﬂwi f_hg:; f?‘.l_".'f. (3 'v-t::k—-‘ - ;::::: ::w::.;‘ FIE SN e e )

Genwns inside, He suoox his ma. but SCERL'S menm, noucug
8 relic antenns thruswin; out of e oolLé.r window, sere suspicious, Four of them
surrocnded the house, and SCERL end Pyt Liils DESKIS went in. In tbe sellar

-a.
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i vis mzmwx,ymcx'axmm wmuwmummo.f

'S4 Inf Plat

mwnmmmmom«am. lmotrcduvmumhq 4
wers {Tiakel aai evacuated, “mwunoucmmmm ;

of amail amat ADd aAmMRition, Woeh L0e aQuad emsrged, thar Dst OR the read the -«

theay searebed with alox saution the otherv sleng the streat, and so arrived lste

&% the square where KLVIRS foumd them,

bea ZLEVILs bad complesed ais miseios of tellins ACHAL. to take his squad
satl, ths enaxy &rt{lliery and morter wilel bhal wounded four of PRICE'S men, was

tal;ubamundmcmrch. mmmm-motmnto'mwm

.‘ummmmu ...t.z;....‘..c..n.az.mmo:mmtomc;.
mmumwm;umrmm.mmmmmu
pETR | | | |
GAXGI0K had pot bom 1n the CP lomg before & rocad ef Yiom kit the duilding,
2o JURN k. DSIIATATS was peratohed by dislodged plarter but there ware mo otbar
m&w.fmrmmmumm.num-mm&
&M & the enery SPs by the receat sstiviiy in the street, In axy eese
mmtmuncmwmpwmmmmuam-m
& gisser loak,"” asummwu..n.wwmtmwwmmumwp

- along. The two sot out, taxin; almost exactly ths route that Lt CONGILL, uo~

£uowd t0 them, hac already Zollowed twios.
mmm:wmmuhutmmmmg‘mﬂcbm
uru:mmmmwmmww«nzuuams.wm
mummwommmmwmcm‘. M
hnu!m
34 Ixf Flat rmwnmnmmummmmmm
mmumw(mm#s).MMmm

bcyond. T™hey continpued ex.)lomtion \mstnrd Iw one Teeson Or Anothar they

wsre unable to reuoch the roofs of the mt. three buudinga In the last (Ilﬂ.

!
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wml., gégvg%gﬁg:&ﬁunﬁg
Egﬂgﬁﬁogwgagpaﬂdgﬁ% h &
wit: conereted stons 1ike ali the SIRGING gardens, Tody cremied W t0 & @39
i the wall, found themsalves witain spitting distange of thc two SPs., DBeyond
Fgﬂdoﬁw»nonv«lnogvoolr»:‘u«.g!ﬁnaﬁpil‘g
enaly tanks, They returned at onoe %o Lt OOGM's positioz te report, CoRaILL &

scol word $6 Lt BELIEX tbat taere were "five enesy teaks o= tic west® and ther &

w-«oowrogwwoowooviom,zawo’wﬁiﬁorrp,ﬁﬂgr?
&% 12 which OOWGILL desided was toe mOSt Suitabls spot ae uai sees for his
_platoon headquarters,

| Wber Cook returned from his resonnaissence, he wae ixjressed doth sfth the
strenzt: £ the Oerman position and the &iffisilty of ¢islodging thex, Their son-
pend ef tne bain strect and of the mose of thé ricgs est of Loz FmAs 1t impos-
81ble for tanks to attack them. gifﬁooﬂu%ﬂﬂ%‘
own troops, .the most logicel answer, and OOGK therefore wert to loek far the od-
server, lst Lt DORALD k. GQUILD. OUILD wes &% the ixfuntry company CF withk It
BELIEY and Oapt LEAGH, When CUUK joined thea, the four officers discussed tlhe A
preblem, Lt GUILD falt \uat artillery oould not be Lrousit cown without upduly
sndangering friendly troops, hertar fire wouwld bs fine, mut the infantry had
trought mo nortars bocause they had too few MK W0 DA i cnd OArFS ammuaition.
Uoéi.uasgl.rao.ilﬁog LS 0K mg- -
_gosted that the street might be sacked with crenadss and the tenk meTéare. B~
nind that soreen the tanks might Cross ths street and attuzok Lhe caemy from the

_ northeast. Astually be felt that the sroks alons would s ecough to forse the
.Ei«oapvg ?ggggvo&s&s»g?gsgg

ii:ggggsg Eﬂugﬁwuagﬁuuu! _




A

&

) ¢ ot

i. bj\ ., i - N
Eafomboos i -,

/T

GUILD maviaed thst 1% Wowli take the P about two mimstes to elsvate its @@ $0 .

. pc0us Dagookn af the conpumy and &/agt iATHIC. KIS, leader of the I squad, . .

Inexy on North
o4 1k Flat ware 0bserved moving oust; rrepared artillery oonscatratioms

civen %0 1t COMGILL, Es sedt bask to agk BILIEN for ¢ dagocks and rifiemea to

Eotest it. &nmamwmotattmmmmameotmm & v

ilve, and thai was cousieured &uple tine to launch the rosksts exd move out, ;
Hdond semt PPe KRNI L. MMART and Pt FRAG LX O dowm to GOWIDL W
te buadquarters lascokn, Hsadqwarters rumncr, Pre MEUVIN P, FIO, wnt over .,
w;vmudwmmumu;mnmmr‘m mmuw_
s, "ot LAl waats sons rt.'lwtopx-omtmm' ¥hat resulted
sas tlwt 3/5gt JOEG ECHIING and the two nen of :;-mqumm,mum
vont GewL to #15; the StLsr warec asn of tis «£0 squad remsined all the rest of
\bs day &t ¢ woere, haviig a0 field of fire, they were wiable to set Wp fuelr
amecdm'Sm.;qtm;ywatmk&ommanmm,tn_-’_

_queuss. Of incidexts comrred Lo miggest mt.mmwthtomuﬁo -

Bortz for a eouterstiask on SINRDING, Tanks %o ths aoreh

mh.uc.nutm. zu.muzu-utmusu-
smtummumtum(u‘u.).mnumunnmmzm
mud‘ozm mmm(rs)mmawmapmum
;Mm.ﬁtmqumsm.mtuwommm.n
d1¢ not fire, Furtbermare GADA'S gus was rained Wiyough She gep in Ahe well
%o the mortiwost againet the & threst. mmwmmmamm
mmmﬂmm»mettmum uoocx;onammmom
Wamclmwormum (te-lO) were loocnuom Barth, f
mibenly just west of tom B waits sismal flare shat upeard, . Almost z-aqu
¢ siort, {ntense mum concentration rocked tte to!n. Xized with shells of

t N AY
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nc.htu"uulimulimunmmw&Mmm. The tankerv heave .
ectirsvod tuat wus firv was about eguivalent % o bottellos oomentreuon. of fivew
RECULE QUItLiGh, Whal Al LikAS &6 ML &8 LU suells Rit sumitansously.
1o fhe BG Tk et ssdter the aielliac fuilowsd by only A fow mimstes sn in-
cidert vo walca e tankers paid iittle atteatior at the time, Aum .
WMQMumrMMMtorwmmm._
ruxa? ' tho oraassd Leds thak 50 yis swiy, Defore the tanks eoald adfust five §
on him, 08 Lau w. The i-ter> shalling, whiah etarted elmost ip-
nedl. tely, T0ouG tiw tesks ¢ Leak & fow yerus to & ezdbuge jateh beajde ihe ore
ghur? truile Wuen vad artiiles; ﬁrcmr..:-oﬁ‘, they stayed where they wers, and
mmaMMbpwmdrnmmuurbnMsm A Oer-
m&.‘mﬁl.humew&o.tmrule’:d:utmto.’Ml.ﬂmmm
.u-mmmmvmmszauwsm mw.rro
KILIIAK Jo ko VIELR, was killec, If the Jemaz tasks west of tows aimed that
3281l to Dilllm Inic the teaks Jarked wiure thav bad been odsarved W the im- .
funtryzen, Mhe {rearisaness of tos hit is still nore reaarkadle. The resctios of
t.;uwumu,w.mzu;wuunnm:qzwumumm
ensxy nortuwest, L:mgwmn‘mr;gmnq lualnthnm
che000 Of Sopv Limlu, O7Cered oiMfis and i.KLS (ths rescizing taxks of the 24
Flat) to gob boeir tunss into sheiter. ioi. drove up behind the 34 Flet in the
lee of g2il, )
mmmmmmcmmmumw-mm
umnmm;uwuunmuuuuarwmwmm
vzoul,y. bmtmwatbsmmutmtommm
?J‘..? QUE tuid of Lk QuTTeh twnx TE 7o flsze ax¢ fire, directly et uin. The

rousd 15t ww'. and Galse bod @ split sscomd to dscide whather S0

‘shoot bask or run for it. Be figarel that his 106 without power truverse oould ‘

"o

N
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‘ Dot 'be 1aid 1 less then twenty seconds. Thet was %00 long, Ke threw his tamx
1a gear and bmeked out of the gardea. He had Just etarted when & sesond round

) n:mmsmumm.mm&utnmm#‘h,nmmm

© seconds HATNARD was hit four Yimes &ad the Sazk began o W, The gunes, Opl -
| ,mm.mmmmmmm.mmmmm |
loader, PYt VAN L. THOMAS, were wowsded. (RDA made gool Ms ecape Lhrowgh the

speiag betwess #9 end f11. m,mmmuummmm;
mb-mmmmmﬂmuunumuu
mumamu.mﬁmawmmruz.mmmmmwi

xwmummupmmmmmwummiuw.
| of the square which, oovered on three sides W duildiags, wms the
#: .m mmuwmmhmmm It was besamisg in-
v Wapmuwuwmmmmtﬁummxrmuw
‘ mmmmmmmum.txmm-wmmmf'
adraatege, Shey eould et hODS 10 S0OUFS their pesitisn 13 town by attesk, They
u,umummiumzumumummwa.m_u
and weit 1t out. They were expesting mmestarily relief by writé of 0GB, Oal
Am.eo'mnh.umm.qo.psmutmmmhmm
ompanies were eu tueir wey, I the meentine t2ere was mo poimt $e LneurFing neei-
less oasualties, Lt PRICR, after baving four asm lightly wounded by srtillery,
@S Btrist ardsrs to his jlatosn teo stay inside waless the Germans couptersttaghel.
i PADIIT'S men haled @p 18 the eller of thalr fortress Bouse and Voo lisvtemext
th.ummnxmum-umnp.ummm
mlommumam'm.muemmmmugm,m‘

_over, he was [TeAy. busy tryisg o £ind ways %o el With them, He sext his russer,
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BLiVIRS, asress the strest to warn the 1st Flat tanks (Lt GORXZ) i3 the ar-

ehard, (QOMLE'S Vision %0 the RGrthesst was obstrueted Xy & 6-7
=i Mmm.mumwmwu'uumm-ﬁnml'

oife of the rosd,) Lt PADGETT, himealf, then 868 ext 0 fisd the
TALllary ebeerver to 505 WhSLDET & CGASERATRSiGE sould 2st Do Jub ea- 424 enany
%o disoourege if not Cestrey kin. Be trisd feor times % Wik down the Sireet
ummmwmnmwuwamxnmnuam;
west side of SV, Ths feurth time 2e got tlroughk to report to Lt BELINN, but

he esuld not £ind Lt GUILD.. It was lats in the afternson wise PADGETT returned |

% his omn CP,

nmzmugmmumum.ummm.bu
alresdy spotted the enemy tanks Limself frem 4he Yool of his OF, /03, and Mg in-
formed Gapt LEAGH. LEAGE took t2s warmiag perscmally to Lt GOREX. OOMZ figuring

that, 4f the Qursmns stiasked, they would either came dowm the road or in bask ‘

‘of the houses spposive, had Sgt RONERT G. FIZZAEIRAID en the right meve kis Senk

Gown the Rill to witkia 15 yds of the edgs of the road where he OSU1d obessrve
better to the nertheast, nmip;mmmnuoom.m'm
to the DOTtherly ridge whare the eamy was reported. The first taak %0 appemr,
however, €rew wp between A7 and £38 less thaz 150 yds away hesdisg towards the
clured, The enesy Mk ¥ snd FITZIXRALD say Gesk other at about the smme ¢ims, but
Deither eould Lmmedistely fire, Wxile the enemy started %o treverse his turret,
FITZOZRALD breught his gin éowm. B> shot Fives and, st poiat blask renge; put the
firet round inte She Mk V setting 1% on fire. Ome msr jumped ouwt apd rem behind
one of \he houses, JITZMRALD fired two more younds ixte the Wurning tank, .
hm,nmquMfthutmmmmm |
mmmw.ummw’wywmmm

. .
.”--‘ T Y
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\be Tood Almest $o the bend whare ebservetiss Rovth: xad east was elear. Be sew
aa somy tank, but before he eould adfust his s{ghts the German fired saoke snd
{2 & fov sesonds ¢isagpesred as effectively 88 an OSWOPUS beiind its self-made
dloud and esenped. Rockeis then Dagan to fall 6lose %o FITZRERALD'S tank, |
Wmmmmmmutmwwrmum-
ammmmuuumm.mmmmu{
£1nd out, b retired westward o the ecaeealment of the hedge and there,
his tank, he crossed with Lt OOEE to PADGETT'S GF. JFrom the house they eould
gnvuwmm,-mmmnuzummmmm
east, fasing, that is, st right angles to the tankers® cboervatios., FITZGERALD
weat back %0 try & shot at it. Again he moved his tank eastesrd, got & sight oz
the snexy between two trees. The second round was & hit; ons more fired the

tamk, He then ghot & round or two at sacther Mk V facing kim adous 800 yds

sty at whieh gt BAL KL VEOGHID oa the hill behind Xim was alse firtag. Beth
oem and ¥6.Mm shells, however, bounsed off the front ermor plate of Lhe enesy.
FITZIZRALD 4scided o mOVe dask to his hedgs. Dask ia #359 agais he saw &n Sy
6P moving east An the vVieinity ef NELSCENT FABL

Asther $han Fist sxposing his $ank agaia by moving it out to the east, FITZ-
mwumtmmemmmmmmwmo
Ms £1e14 of fire, Bet the SF id nst morgs, Whethar, enoealsd among the
farn aildings, it fired 1nto the lst Flat tasks canot oertainly be detersined.
mu‘mmamauomumwmpm«nmu.
OOELE'S aak 11 quick sucoession. The First youad sed it om fize and wounied
GOHZ and xis gunner, Gpd THUGAN K, EALE. The seccnd round penstreted the ture
m.m.mmeuuuﬁmmmmamarmn
landed 13 She 1ap af the driver, Tec § JUHN J. NESDI, NELEKN dropped the hot



m.mmmnumw.mmr.mmmm'
baraing task, Iz the exsitemest thay headed the wong Wy and high talled up
the main stvest into the omter of town. There they paused leng enough to asx <
some ixfantrymsn mbere the tanks were. mmzmmm.n‘
oo gt SOKERS! task end got inaide. _,
»muuw-nhvactm:.rmmmwmcmE
platecn end srdsred them 30 bask over the ridge behimd them imto dafilade from
the enmmy Dorth, As they backed, & rouad of HE exloded in front ef DKL VEOGHIOM
tank splatteriag it with fragmuts. The enemy ooztinued to fire st GOELK'S tank,
at the others reached the oover of the hi'l without loss,
0a the other sids of towa Lt OOWGILL'S baseckns in the attie of flZ were get-

_M‘M“ftﬂltmuﬂ. (One of the two guns in the strest had witd~-

wuuu-.)nu.mmcrinm 3 task

84 Ins *"'

Plst was Wrning, mmn.wuotmuaqmoommmn'
nmuwmum.mumm.mmtm

'WMMMnﬁommm“amut.tu. They

crizted past the burning task, pieked vp EARRLIGTCGH at tue Ghmpel and followed
Ltm-zmmmuﬁ-nmunv. wmn-.upoom
NM“M.%&M&:W“MMMWWWM
rdllbozss, They hit one who relled down the slope. After half & dozen rounds,
tbey moved back, GAXNON and HARKINITOE went to the basemest of £12 whers they
Sound 8/8gt PATHICK GENGS and &/8¢% EARGLD A. HOLLANDS, dodh with rifles pre-
mummmmmmm.mmaumu
mmmw One of he $we bezookas with old type firisg mschanimm
failed to go off, From \he other the tiree men 1a the attis launched five
younds ia ®ra at the &P mmmuz.qum:nmmm-
mmmmmmsiaotmw ltud,hm,ammomu‘
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‘moved his men to £13, which turned out %0 be amather ef SINGLIIG'S thiek-

fuxp out ead two wore shot By the fOur man in the beseent. Eardly had this
wmanvmnmmwamm.M‘m‘
{uve the side 6f FlB, At about the swne time another sball from the aarth
stzusk the Muilding at {%s foundstiens, showsring the mem in the esllar with
plaster, It WBs & DAXTOW 008xpe O both soores, but a0 one wes Murt. OOSIILL .3

walled fortress—farms, Lsre tus 34 Plat sat eut the seeond of the exemy’s shartd
anm»mm.mm\mmuammmmua
Little damgs,

Is was now getting late i the afterncon and still the relief sehedulsd to
taks place an hour or more eariier had not beex acoomplisbed. It ‘was shortly past
poon that Col ANIAMS had besw ordered by Oen EARME3T, COA, o twrm
et . over SDNGLING to GGB and got realy to move cn his own ebjestive,

KINDIG end RORBACH, On tnformatiom that his units were i towm,
mmswmmzmmmnm.ummxmm.
00 5lst Armd Inf Bn, that he was "ready to tuzm over to them thalr objeetive~—
and without & f£ight.® Despite eonstant fire from the dlrection of SINALING,
the relieving units heooefortd asted am the asmuzption that the town was eleaT,

'mmmumm*am«wnuﬂu'rwummmm

B, mmuemuuwmmmmndmmmmn
Mumzmnmmmnpmmmmm«'c-
Co, st Lt WILLIAM J. MARSHALL. The orders were $0 pick up the infartyy, g0 imto

,mm.mmmoouu-ncoummunmmmwmau

{nfantyy and tenks, n-wuontommpm.pw-muumm
aoxrthe. wmmmmwumwm'nmommtmm' Tt
some of the 55-40 men ef *F° Oo of She 10th anmw,w.

set out $0 carry out these instructions exactly, as Ais tanks moved in at about
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1400 fullowing the trecks of M3Y, |
AV the south edgs af Sows the 1st Tx Plat (24 Lt GEGHGE GRAY) leading,

© | povtiwest following the ayproesh rowte ef Lt PARESI. FARESE'S two Mmoeked out -
tanks were, of eourps, Still wbexe they had been hit, Although It ‘

'y (RAY remaried Sbat She Sesk batebss wers epem and thers wes Mo &ign._
of the crem, he €14 not suspect that the tanks ware out f aotiom.

Be ocontimed % the cormer of the wll at £14, sew abead af hix near %ho tosd &

tenk wtdoh he assumed to Do Anerican sines be belisved Do enexy were iz town.

nn.m,unmmtouxmuumut.mapuu.

“0k, as scon a5 I got arcund this oormar.® Them he was kit by two rounds of AF,

The guaner, Opl TAUND E. AR, was killed, GRAY, seriously wounded, was evasuated

% Lt OOWGIIL'G GP at £13, arriving there jJust as MO FEAIL, GARNON end BARRDNG

TOE returned from their reconnaissanss trip to the west wall,

AS 800R a3 GRAY was hit Lt KARSBALL erdsred the 24 Flat (3/agt XDMIN J. ‘

IE BGSIA) to mOVe sast and try to sirels behind the enemy taxzk that had knosked

out GRAY, DB BOSIA, bowever, had aet moved far when he Teported enewy divest

fire from narth and east whick hs eould zot exactly losate. MARSHALL then ore

dered all tasks to withdrew to the reverse alope of the ridge south of Sown, R~

sept the men wio bad besn riing GRAY'S task axd who dismounted when the tank was

kit to ssoenhle near 49, the infuntry remained oz the dedks of the Sanks when

they withérew, 1lst Lt ROBERT ¥, LANGE, Iaf 00, weet into tows to meks eontast

with L3 DELINN, At the sane time L4 NARSHALL returped with iis tazk %0 tbe Gt

n:uumxsuumxm. I )

mmmmu.mm&muwwmu

#88 to eonsult with It BELIRK, mmxawuwmmnmnm_

mtomunx.tmuumumupm umcl to he

Ralief |
Int Oe vithiremn first fron the center of town withont relief, *F' Co ‘

Ll
A - o) o
- 4*.‘: . - - s L - e

Ry




‘ of the 1Otk Awad Iaf B had Ozganized its haadful of mén imto two platoons;
adout 15 mec {a ens, 15 in the other, Muile Lt LANGK sent ax X0 o mest ks °

.. piatosn lesders, inform them of She desisicz end guide them into towm, Capt
. LEAGH wemt %0 Jeok for Lt MARSHALL to arTaige fer the relisf of his tanks,

mm-nmmu.mwmmu-w@\_hm
to pull his temks eut of SINEIID as soon &8 possible. &mmmuﬁ
mmmmwcum In Capt LRACH'S absenee .

ey Lt 000X took the ¢all and made a report whiock eould not have beed

Yy reassuring, maidthatﬂhenmcnwmumeem

west of town, that from tires to five more bod deen obeerved moving down the
ridze to their fromt, HNe said tiat one onmxy tank bad been knocked eut Yk the

® ;. 1st Flat on the rFight, Be detailed the dispositicn ef his platoons and reparted
B thtthqnﬂm&ﬁxbﬂymmmuyﬂnmuatmmmmm
‘ & amoke SoTeed oh the north, u.tmuamtmumu-mzuu-u

.'mmwu-nvummmpomrmmumsrm;nwm
that 1t might herals e German counterattesk.) He Sald Ool ABRAKS that the Slst
Inf was st1ll outjosting the town and that the 10th IR was ia Frossss of re-
leving them, b“tpﬁhmmtumuammmoo.m
be hod hed 0 word from Capt LRAGH who was conferring with Lt MARSRALL.

Ool AZRANS called bdack a littls later &xd told OOOK t0 organize the ompany
of tanks, plok up the Slst Inf and move out imseliately whether he fousd Capt
LEACH ar not. OOGK motifisd all tazks to prepare fur immediste
withizeml. Ia fast, howsver, the withirewsl wos ¢elayed about
Balf sn hour to allow ths relieving infamtry to eansolidate their

llw

positions,
Lt LANGK msde fow ¢hangss in Lt EELIEN'S diepositions, exseph to post most

of hiz men outside the buildings to guard ezainst enexy infiltretioc during the.

\. e WIS . : ) .u.
f .
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xight. »qunumnucrumsomwmmum
:‘u-t fire that had besa oaressing #28 21l day. o
wmummmmmuwcfapummumw'.
‘dummmamumummmumum
. LEAGH yoparted the situstios fa SINEIN as follows: b said theve
;:.w ware four enesy 5PS 4R SowR, Wt he thought one had besa knocked out .
wam;mmmmmmmmorm.mh*
um,mmtmmuumwm.npondmmm);cm 4
taak to tae Drtheast of town had £ired on our tarks wheo they exposed themselves
in that direetiom., LEAGH thoa asked KARSHALL how long 1% would be befare the
latter relioved Bim. MARSHALL, who had Just bees ordered by Maj IRZIK to atay
mnmtum»tmmmmuwmmw
mmnmmmmummummmwnu‘
the relisf as ssheduled, MOost of the wounded bad already been evacueted earlier
= Sgt WORPRN'S Saak whish, ¢ue to redic Tailure, hed Rt bem i
%.;ux:‘ uum.bntNththonhmmm »o
Feglar evacastion vehicles were évailahls at battalion as 1§ COQK
m&mmum‘mmummmmmﬂmn
Soms wounded Levertheless remained to be evacuated Yty the withirawing infanrtry,.
COWGIIL and PADGET: led tueir men §0 the street south to a rendesvous with the
mbummncetﬁ.‘ma.muamtwcuut:cnue,w
Als mem ou$ £iret and mot the $amks outsids towx besids the Swo pillbozes tbat:
had Dosn aleensd cut Vy PADGETT'S B4 89 Simt merming, Pere they 7Aded up the
,,Mﬂmamm..mwmmuumuauum
,mnmnmmwua‘mtd.w_mmu-mm..

2o interest ia his capture. : '
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It was already gebting dark when OOCK zoved his tanks out.. Thay callested
the iafantyy as arrenged, ant found Ospt LEAGH with Lt MARSEALL ebout 400 yds
| BUth of towN. AS t2e 24 ADd 34 Flat tanks noved eut Vegether
and the 1st Flat om the right headod deex 30 joia them further
mmmmmmmmmmmuq,
Wt iy o aimele sensed ealy cas Light eeswliy, Prt GENAR S. FEAGGIOE, 84 Inf
Flat, %o was Ait 1n t2e lag. To sover the withiremal, all tanks swivelled thaly
guns 2orth aad fired bagk imto EINGLING, The enemy tasks Teplisd and the AP
trascers streaksd through the gatdering dzrkness. ZTwo rounds landed within a fow
Tost of mmmmo'smmmtmmnmnwmw
SHALL'S tanks and the exemy shifted his sttention $0 them, _

After Gapt LEACH'S tarts had yullsd out, the relief infamtry ecapesy in
WWmmmmumwmm'msm

tins the mnemy on the west arept wp to the two destroyed tazks &f
Relief Inf -
west Flat  PARKSES platoon and started the battery ehargers, It may be that
Shey were gaing %o attenpt to &rive the tanks sway, Then tbe 1o~
faztry outposts at £14 hexrd the engines, Shay balievsd them 1o be the relieving
tanks which they were axpeoiing. uumm:.vidm.mmmm
mnmxmucs'mnk.mm.mmsqmmamma:xu&;u

i \hdrawal

izvestigate, EHes cpproached onS of the tanks, te within 25 feet, thes stopped.
mm«mmmuumrmmmmm; their
,wmmmlm. munmmmrpum uumam

. another man, Mmummm,mmm'uwu )
;mmmmmmummmm She encwy retrested,.
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It LANGE, 1= the meantime, worried about his thinly otuposted poaitions in

tm.um.mumunmm.uum.'mumm'ma

perscmally,® As Lt KARSHALL had been salled beck to battaliess
rithirewel '
fren - W ) IRZYK, 00, 82 Tx Bm, Shartly after dak, Lt LARR found
8¢\ [T ROSIA temporerily iz oommand, Maj IRZYX end Capt BAT,
u«rmmmmﬁm“ummmnmm The
Moncmwnwmmummtcwmudm
wor dlsoussed. Altheugh Mag IEZIX'S first plan was to send one Rlatoon of tanks
12 to suppart the infantry, he roversed his decision after talking to LANGE. Be
mmmm.mummmmmmmnmmm
toxn wham the esemy cocupied all the high ground north and sast., LANME reperted
that with less timn 50 men &t his dlsposal he had had to outpost vexy thinly and
that 1t wonld be sasy fur the enemy to probe out thess outposts during tbe night
e24 {afiltrate turough his whole position. Ma§ IRZYX was also fmpressed by en
incident which LaKOL related, AR howr or 8o earlier (it was now abous £000) the
mmwwuu:mw.znﬁ.momwmm.mns-
chntmtmmmnaumtmm The truck was earrying bot

BOUD, muumutmnwtam Nmmm

totuuutotbltmwnumnmtwhotmm&mwmx
mmmw&.tw&mzmmwmmmopumemm
ummwuoummmdmumw‘mm MaJ

__xmw«.mmemudmmmm. To cover ths with~
_Mkﬁﬂmﬂajmmmmmtmhungmm-t

munumz&munmmtw'mnmm The infantry

- m-uduaboummwfﬂmmwumwmxwmm

... %@ the sould, Mmumntmwmmtamm During the

rd

nmmumummmnﬂmnnnmmzuum ‘

. _ =3 . IR
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. Rsliaf dy uaits af the 12tk Arwd Div actmally took place that mighte - -

nor & startlingly suocessful ons. m“h@'mvuniumzutnd.nh

_vmc:tumumv. T

'mnnmummmmmzmm-.@fg ‘
17 troepe, Oorps artillesy jxt & hexvy TOT on the town, The naxt &y (¥ Zee)
Sanks and Anfentry mOved beck wp 46 Just short ef the crest of the EIEILIN e
Mmmmwmmummumm»mm

Tas final reckoning of the battls for SINEIEG reveels neither & Wig eetioa ’

fered a total of 22 casunlties of whick ¢ were killed; taey lost 5 medium Senks, .
Mwm.mmkvm;&m
‘wmxuaww.muxuonam—u.mhﬁbm
mwmxtmtmmmu«mnnn.m
wmm&a.mnmummmwmmm

_mmmwm-m-.pm.mmwmmo:m

W“"Wlmm ttomw-umhtq* S
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/  RELIEF OF BASTOGNE POCKET D
o Slusnnd toath
SOURCES: Lt Col kbrams, CO 37th Tk Bn; Naj, Ba®tz, Ex O 37th Tk Bn; Capt Dmght
S=3 37th Tk Bn; 2d Lt John 4 Whitehill, CO Co » 37th Tk Bn., ,,} :

kar HEF: (Ba—sﬁrﬁ;l‘?—l, ;Lm«w-v /gify\«ml‘ /°650,000

CIRCUMSTANCES: Interview by Capt L B Clark at 37th Tk Bn CF, CHAUMONT, BELGIUM,
5 Jan 45. Battaliom was in reserve about 3 miles behind line held by 137th Inf,
35 Div. Bn had not besn engaged with enemy sin;e 27 Dsc when last elements were
pulled into BASTOGNE. Bn bad received no artillery fire in present lécation, al-

though Bn's tanks spread out at epproximately 5O yd interval throughout valley, stan

ing out asgainst snow, offered fair target. One EM was killed and 3 wounded by frag-:
mentetion bombs from single-plane night raid about 4 nights ago,
BACKGROUND: The 37th Tk Bn was opsrating during this action under control of CGCR.

As far as known, this was only the second time that CCR had bhad a tactical mission

In the 4th Armd Div, the commitment of CCR means that <:::>
the division has committed its reserve; it is not used, as CCR of 6th Armd Div oc-
casionalli is, as a combat command witkt one of the letter commands in thélfeserve
role. Except for transmissior of orders from division and the prescribing of the
route to be fo}lowed in shifting from the east to west flank of the divieion;, CCR
apparently had very little to do with direction of the action of 37th Tk Bn and
53d AIB, Col Blanghard, CCR Comdr, was ordering an attack nortn after the 37th
bad made contact with 101 AB Div elements. Decisions were made by Lt Cols Abrans
end Jagues without consulting CCR (Kaj Ba#ltz and Capt Dwight both said this).

g e . ,

Yhen the 4th Armd Div was ordered é&&%eg from XII Corps reserve around
FENETRANGE to move north.to the vicinity of ARLON to moet the Gorman counter=offensive
which started 16 Dsc, the 37th Tk Bn was in line, attached to 87th Inf Div. The Bun

Wi, Mo 2GS Do, .
bad been:in ebti:if§§§37”reserv3‘around KITTEZRSHEIM from 7 a,kce<uz~&¢1_ to

A Co vms attached to tho 347th Inf near ACHEN, Around Q

1“2&&@$k~, ,ﬂuoﬁaa _bkﬂeaanegg 4una¥L@H~aﬂ jvmh 4~3£d/$ﬁ‘°dﬂqa
4¢7k6;~ / F4 &(dﬁf@é ﬁ} e z h
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_first fighting in GERMANY,) C was attached to 345, (The day before the relief of

noon of the following day the rest of the Bn was ordered to move up and )
!

bivouacked mear ACHEN. That night, g7th Div ordered one Co attached for the j

245th Inf and one to the 347th Inf, B relieved A and was attached to 347, took

1

1

part in the capture of GERSHIEM and WALSHI®M {n GERMANY, (This was the Bn's 1
i

A, the compeny's commander, lst Lt Charley Walters, was seriously wounded in actio

S A

D's light tanks were used during this period to haul up supplies to the other com-i

panies. During the period of attachment to 87th Div the Bn advanced ebout 5 kms

T iy W) P

to a point about 3 kms inside GERLANY.

At about 181300 Dec the Bn received orders to withdraw to MITTERSHEIN., 1t
was to be relieved in line by the 762 Tk Bn (separate Bn, 7562 guns, colored per-
sonnel), but did mot wait for the relief and closed at MITTERSHEIM about 1700, Tne
it received orders to start move at 190800 to vicinity of AEloﬁ (?). The march be-
zan at this time end was over the "inside" (easterﬁ)foute of the two taken Dby the
4tn Armd Div. Leading elms arrived vicinity of MIEX-LE-TIGE (>415) about 200200
and Serv Co closed about 200730,

on 23 December, 37th moved from aree around MIEi-LE-TIGE through ARLON (6122,
north on route N4 to turp-off east torough PERLE (5836) to the area around tiae
cross-roads of FLATZBCURHOF (6039) wacre the Bn bivouacked for the night. ZEnemy
small arms fire was extrenely heavy around the FLATZBOURHOF cross-roads during toe
night. Capt Trover, c/37 Comdr, was killed and B/37 lost eight tank camanders
‘from this fire. Afmored strength of the medium companies of 37 Tk Bn at this time
was as follows: .

9 Tks, 1 assault gun
7 Tks, 1 eassault gun
‘5 Tks, 1 assault gun

owd>
88%

Personnel was 80 short that even sone of the tanks preéent‘wero without bow gunnsr
’ .

-2 -

49
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(Insert div picture, reason for comnitment of CCR at BIGONVILLE.)

CCR's objective on 22 Dec was the town of EIGONVILLE (80 41), two kms north
of the FLATZBOURHOF cross-roads. )

The plan was for the team A/37 and A/53 to tttacl’:" north into the town, taking
the eastern of the two main streets through the toﬁ. The B tapk-infantry Team
was to take the western street. C/37's mission was to guard the east rlank'aga.inst

a possible attack from that direction by the 20-30 emexy tanks which had been re-

DeORANIICEN AT THFE NATIANM

ported by division to the east of BIGONVILLE. This threat never materialized but
C/37 took up positioms to meet it to the sbuthqast of BIGONWLE, facing the draw ¢
between two wooded hills which, in the CCR, zone, was the only likely avems of
approach for the enemy tanks. )

The attack started at 240800 and the A team, meeting only small ams south of
town, got well into the town in the -riret fow minutes, the tanks leading, Ir the
town they followed their usual practice for the reductioa of 1ntnntry-hold tomns=~ ‘
placing a large volume of fire, both from tank guns and machine guns, on all build-
ings, and shooting at barms and other inflammable buildings with the 308 and 50s
1n arder to start fires with the tracers and incendiaries, sewmidirely. They re-
ceived some mortar fire onAtho outskirts, which ceased when they got really into -
the town, but the volume of enemy emall ams and bazooka fire remained fairly beavy.
B/37, following the A Team, was unable to get into the town (?) .and went around it
to the west and took up positions on the high ground to the northwest. The infantry
with 1t, however, dismounted and fought its way up the west street, cleafing each = °
bhouse. The Germans, a Bn fram the S Para Div, fought stubbornly and most surrendered
only when they had no more ammunition. They seemed to have neither & defense nor a
withdrawal planned, 482 prisoners, including the Bn Comdr, rer‘o taken in BIGON-
VILLE. Two tanks from A Co received bazooka hits but were able to move out ‘under

their own powr,‘althnu-gh" they were not in action again before the relief of ' .
To8e <50
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BASTOGNE. The night before the attaeck on BIGONVILLE the 37 had 2 M eand 1 officer i
KIA and 16 wounded seriously enough to be evacuated., On the day of the attack the
Bn had 3 BM and 1 officer wounded. | | -

After the town was cleared, which was not until late in the day, the A team
took positions on the high ground mortheast of town. B/53 joined B/37 on the
heights to the northwest and the infantry on both mnks dug in for the might.
(Three officers and 39 R from the £99 Engr Bn, a First US Army unit, who were
prisoners in BIGONVILLE, were freed.)

At 242100 orders (CCR's mission) were received from CCR to move to the west.
The move was to start at 250100, The route taken wes BIGONVILLE, PERLE, HEINSTERT, %
EABAY-LA-NEUVE, LEGLISE, 'OFFAING, morthwest to the NEUFCHATEAU-BASTOGNE road and
then northeast to an assembly area southwest of EERCHEUX (4143). Leading ‘elements
arrived there about 250500. (The march route was ordered by CCR a.nd was chyaon
because bridges were out on the direct route via MARTELANGE, FADVILLERS, etc.)
D/37 contacted a Co of combat Engrs im BERGHEUX, an isolated unit of the Pirst Army,
which was preparing to make a stand in the towm. o

At approximately 1100 the CCR column started moving north through BERCHEUX,

with the light tanks leading. The Vehicles passed through VAUX-LES-ROSIERES meeting
only rifle fire which did not stop the column. At PETITE ROSIERE, about 2 ks
porth, there was more resistance. D/37's light Tks went through town firing Mis
to keep the enemy down, D/37 was followed by ¢/704 TD and B/53., The light tanks
and TDs noved up to the high gmnnd (about 500 ft) porth of the town while the ’
1nfa.ntry cleaned up the enemy in PETITE ROSIERE. “This took about 23 hours and the
5'3 ATH pecords B4 PWs teken there. After clearing the town B/SS3 noved up to the
high ground north of town and took up positions to protect the rear a.nd 'ost flank
of CCR as it moved toward BASTOGNE. (1) Add ertillery plan and resnlts.

While the mopping up was going on, the A team passed through the town and

turned west to NIVES. One platoon went down the pain street firing ervorythu; wile

—a- o H




the other went west (?) of town. There was only sporadic rifle fire after the
tank sholling and 15 PWs were takon, By 1400 (at ubhich time PETITE ROSIERE bad
been cleared) tho C team had passed through NIVES and was at COBREVILLE, one lm <:::>
cast of NIVES. Five PWs were takon here. The small bridge over the creck south-
gast of the village bad been blown by the Germans (civilians told this to members
of 37tk Tk Bn)., The battalion’s bulldozer, which travels with Bn Hq, mas called
for by redio, and moved up quickly. It kmnocked dotm a stone wall near the bridgs L
site and by 1515 had pushed eomough rock £ill into the shallow creex to enable the
tanks to cross.
The C team led the column toward REMOIVIILLE but stopped on the high ground
- about 1000 yds west of the town, and C/37's tanks supported with direct fire the
edvance of the A team into the town. Under the planned artillery concentrationm, the
fire from C/37 and the fire of all the weapons on the tanks and balf-tracks of tho
A teanm as it drove into town, the enemy infantry battalion in the town lay low lomg
enough for the attacking team to get well in befors reacting with fire. A/S3 cles
the conter of RBAOIVILLE houso by houss, routing tho Germans from tho eollars uith
grenades, Many buildings were burningo\ﬂhen the A team was in the center of towm,
C/37 and C/53 came dotm from the high ground and cleared the western edge. The
speed of CCR's attack prevahted the Germans from organizing an effectivo defonse
of the towmn, with mutually supporting strong points. Theore was some small arxrms
fire and tvo tanks wore hit by bazooks fire (one damaged but not disabled) but the
oRCEy .788 BOVOr ablo to employ the large mumber of lGs and bazookas he had. By
about 1700 resistance in REMOIVILLE bad ceascod; 35 onsmy dead wore found amf 59 .
AIB rocords 327 Fis takon. - <
During the elearing of'REMOIVIILE, B/37 moved up onto Hill 480, about a
kilometor northwest of the toﬁn, covering the approaches from REMICHAMPAGNE, aboub K

v was BY L
3 kms northeast of REMOIVILLE. A/S?k?elievodAB/SV in theso positions at 1800 after

the fighting in the town was over and C/37 outposted on the high ground directlyé;;:>




porth of REMOIVILLI. A crater appe.rent.iy dug by the enemy in the road just north of
the town where the proximity of the gtream rqade {t impossible for vehicles to get
by prevented any further advance that nighf. The tanks andiinrfantr& c;i’ CCR stayed
in position the night 25/26 Dec.

Oorders for the attack 26 Dec were given to Lt Coi Abrams and Lt Col Jegues at
the CCR CP at at about 252000 Dec. CCR was to clear REMICHAMPAGNE,
seize the high ground porth of it end attack north across the NEUFCHATEAU-BASTOGNE
highway to take SIERET. (Tac R bed reported that SIBRET was strongly held.) The

artillery plan for the attack included concentrations on the BOIS DE COHET to the

. I
s et m— v AL s
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west of REMICHAMPAGRE (which CCB did not bave emough infantry to clean out) and inter-

dictory fire on the road from MORHET aebout 6 kms to the portheast near which artil-
lery air observers reported enemy tanks. There was %o be no artillery fire on the
town of REMICHAMPAGNE because it was not known how close elements of CCBE were.
(Actually, they were at least 2 kms to the east.)

At 0930 CCR started moving toward REMICBAMPAGNE, with the B team moving across-
country to the east of the road. (The ground Qas frozen and better for cross-
country work than it was éven 1ast summer, staff officers of the 37th Tk Bn said.)
The C team moved west of the road, prepared 1o gsupport with fire the attack on the
town by the B team. Just after the columns started moving, 16 P-47s (not pre-
arranged) appeared and bombed and strafed the town and the woods‘ only & few hundred
~ yards in front of CCR's vehicles. With this unexpected support the B team moved
into REMICHAMPAGNE against almost no opposition. The town was lightly held and only
a handful of PWs were taken and these were dazed by the bombing.

While B/53 mopped up in the towu, D/g7 meved oz ebout 11 kms to a position
overlooking CLOCHIMONT, where B/53 soon joined it. The C tean méved to commanding
ground a km north of REMICHAMPAGNE, to the left rear of B, faced io meet a threat

from the northwest, which might develop from the woods in that area. A/37 flanked
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CLOCHIMONT to the west and went into position to cover in the direction of SIERET
and VILLEROUX, _ , QII’

By the time CCR's forces had been posted in their new positions it was 1500 ;
and "hundreds" of C=47 transport planes were passing overhead with supplies to drop;
to the BASTOGNE gerrison. This spectacle gave Lt Col Abrams and Lt Col Jacques : i,
the idea to disregard their original mission of taking SIERET and make & dash for t} o
BASTOGNE perimeter, which was only about 4 kms away. Another conéideration was that
SIEBRET seemed to be strongly held and the effective medium tank strength of the 37té§
Tk Bn was now 20 and the 53 AIB wes approximately 230 men understrength. The pri- g’
mary mission of CCR was to get to BASTO@Z and Lt Cols Abrams and Jaq;es decided t04
push north, disregarding the original order. (Apparently Col Blanghard, CO CCR,
was not informed of this change in plan, After tanks had broken through to the
BASTOGNE perimeter, Col Blanshard called his tank and infantry battalion commanders
to ask about the possibility of a breakthrough into BASTOGNZ that day. éommand
decisions were reached by Abrams and Jaques.) ‘

The artillery support situation at this time was as follows:

(a) The 94th Armmd FA Bn (105) and one Btry of 177 FA Bn (155 How) were in
'direct support of CCR. Two more Bus of 105's (the 22 and 253) were available for
general support.

{b) On the morning of 26 Dec two.firing Btries of the 94 moved into position
pear NIVES: the other Btry of the 94 was near COBREVILLZ, where also was the one
Btry of the 177.

At approximately 1520 Lt Col Abrams radioed back to Capt Dwight, his 5-3, to =
bring C/37 and C/sslup to B/37's positions near CLOCHIMONT. He said, "This is it." )
A few minutes later Capt Cook, Ln O from the 94 AFA Bn to CCR, received a radio *
message back at the CCR CP at REMOIVILLE from Abi?éms telling him to have all available

artillery prepared to fire on ASSENOIS on call. Cook radioed division artillery to
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ready registered on the target and firingrdata was trapsmitted to DivrA:tj. The -

heve them make arrangements for the 22 and 253 to prepare to fire. The 94 was al-

artillery plan was.for the three light Bns to fire battalion 10 volleys with the

(PP T TCEER R PE P

155 Btry to fire on the centef of the town. Of the S4's Btries, one was to hit the
south edge of the town (where the enemy had at least'z 75 and 88mm AT guns em-~ %
placed in the general area 525536-525537-526537), one was to fire on the woods on
the left of the road leading north out of town (epproximately 525546), and the othe%
on the woods to the right of the road (approiimately 535542), The fire of the otheé
two light Bns was to add to the volume of fire in the town. The fire was to be 1ifé
on call.

Capt Dwight commanded the C team which was to dash through ASSENOIS and make
contact with the BASTOGNE perimster. The cleaning of the town was to be done by
B/53 and 4/37, following C into town. B/37 remained on the high ground south of
CLOCHIMONT covering the move toward ASSENOIS with direct fire. A/53 was in reserve.

At 1610 the assault force was assembled mear CLOCHIMONT end moved toward

ASSENOIS, tanks leading, half-tracks following. C/37 had a total of 7 tanks, includ

‘ ing Dwight's. When he came in sight of the towm, 1st Lt Charles Boggess, c/37

'commanéér, in the leading tank, called for the ertillery fire and continued moving.

As be started down the dip into town, Boggess called for the fire to be lifted, but
did not wait for this to happen and continued on into townm. During this short but 1
tense shoot on ASSENOIS approximately 360 rounds of 105 and 60 rounds of 155 were
fired. One round made a dizmet xutc;;: 55753 half-track on the southern edge of tow
causing 3 casualtieé. (The artillery did not come down in a TOT since the artillery
had only 30 minutes to prepare for the mission, but the 22 and 253 came in very
shortly aefter the 94 and the Btry of 153s, end a cub from the 94 observed the fire).

A fow wild rounds were fired from the enemy AT guns but the enemy infantry al-

__lowed the C team to get well into town almost without oppeition, Smoke from
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burning buildings end dust caused by the ertillery which was still falling made the

center of ASSENQIS almost as dark as night. Two tanks %ook e wrong %urmn in the

confusion and stayed in the towm. The infantry of C/53 dismounted to take cover fromQ

A

z

the artillery and by the time it had csascd firing found themselves in a £irc fight

Tur NAT

)

with the Bn of onemy iafantry garrisoning ths town (probably lst Bn, 35 IR, 26 VG

g

Div——=the Bn CP was thers), who were starting to emerge from the cellars. Thoy bo-

-

came too heavily engaged to continmue on, as plarned,

e -
[SRAN ¢ AN NN T ol gt o) ' g
&

With Bogzess' tank leading, the column minus @ll but onme infantry half-track,

=

continued north toward the perimetor, The artillery continued firing on the woods

1S

on both sides of the road. In the mix-up in ASSENOIS, a gap of about 300 yards had
appeared behind the three leading tenks and the Germans in the woods recovered suf-
ficiently to throw out about 12 Teller mines onto the road {(approximately 538557).
The half=£rack drig@r failed to notice them and ran ovor and exploded oms. There
woro some casualties and the vehicle caught on firo.

Next in the column was another C/37 tenk, followed by Capt Dwight’s. Uith thg:::>
aid of some unhurt men from the half-track and covered by the MGs from the two tanks
which fired into the woods on both sides, Capt Dwight throw the rest of the mixnes
off the road. He poticed no fire from the woods while he was doing this. The two
tanks then continued up the road to where Boggeas had made contact with the OPL of
the 326 AB Engrs at 1650,

Capt Dwight radioed back to Col Abrams tbat contact had been made, and Adbrams
came up to the perimeter with the remaining 2 tanks of C Co and the rest of C/53.
B/53 was engaged in clearing ASSENOIS, which was completed by 2000; 428 Fis trere -
taken, By 183C C/37 and C/52 had teken ur nositions on the BASTOGNE perimet@r;
Abrams went on into BASTOGNE to the 10lst AB Div CP to arrange for the traims to geot w
through that night., At 1930 he radioed Col Jaques, who was handling the clearing of

ASSENOIS, to send what he could to clear the woods along the road, A/S3 was sent up
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and in a night fight cleared a stubborn enemy force of approximately company

strength from the woods, The dense woods east of the road were particularly troubl

some. There was close-in fighting with bayonet. Only 4 PWs were taken but about

v~ Ao Y N

35 were killed in their fox holes. Capt Frank Kutak, CO of A/53, directed the
fight from his jeep although he was wounded in both legs. By 0100 on 27 Dec the
road into BASTOGNE was reasonably safe, and 40 trucks and 70 ambulances went in

during darkness the night of 26-27 Dec, escorted by the light tanks of D/37.

The 37th Tk Bn by the time it reached the BASTOGNE perimeter was extremely

v

low on aymunition. B Co bad nothing but 30 cal ammo left, which was why it took noi]
part in the last stage of the battle, The other companies' tanks had only 5 or 6 :
rounds of AP 75 left.

The 4 and B teams of CCR outposted along the road into BASTORE unti; the
morning of 29 Dec when the command went into reserve. This was necessary because
the woods had been cleared only to a depth sufficient to protect the road from
amall arms fire. The remainder of CCR stayed on the perimeter until 29 Dec.

The observation of Lt Boggess and Capt Dwight was that the section of the
perimeter where contact was made was very 1ightly held -- about 15 or 20 men to
800 yds of front -- but that German deed were piled up in front of the defenders!
positions,

Neither Dwight nor Boggess remember being fired at while going through
ASSENOIS. They and Col Abrams feel that they would not have gotten through so strong
1y held & town if our artillery had not been ralling at the time,

Battle casualties for the 37 Tk Bn for the period 23-26 Dec were KIA 1 O, 4 Bd;
WIA 2 0s, 20 BM; MIA 5 BM, Strength of the companies in tenks and officers never

excesded the following figures:

A 11 Tks 2 08
B 8 Tks 10
o] 9 Tks 2 08
D 13 Tks lo0

- 10 - , &7




The 55 AIB received 210 casualties during the battle to reach BASTOGNE, of

which 30 were KIA, 180 WIA, On 22 Dec the Bn was short 150 men; on 26 Dec, 230 mens
The 37th Tk Bn states that there were 7 AT guns, 75mm or lerger, between 2
CLOCHIMONT and ASSENOIS and 8 between ASSENOIS and the BASTOGE perimeter.

Aleo
that there was at least one bazooke to every 5 eneny infantrymen. '
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REC:iLING ANTRY JHTV BASTUGNE, DEC..Bir 25, 1944,

The hev¢ of the colurm moved cut frox «x arec JF¥ of BZRCEEU.
at 1250, after nuviag completed &« thirty (30) mile aicht march
froz BIGONVILLL. The compositica of tne columm wes &5 £ollows:

ARG

D/é

B/53

1l 53d. nag. (Balftrack);

/704 -

A/37

A/53

c/37

c/53

B/37 _

84th Fi to support from preseat locationr

Tne dmmediate plar of zctiom was &s follows.

M‘v-n:éwwwm
FPRONNICFEFN AT THFE NATIONAL

Accordiag tc S-2 informatiom VAUX LRE RCSILRES had very few
eacc) im it. FPZTIT. ROLIERsS was kaowa to comtaiam moure saeaye.
D/3?, B/55, Eag, aad C/704 were to coatimue through VAUX i1L:
RO3IZKES ia columm, «md without halt. 4t PETITE ROSIZRES, L[/3Y¥
would coatimue to merch and take up g positiom orn the high grogad
NE of the village. Their positiom to be supplemeated by C/704.
Ceaptain MoMahos, Ba S-2, was im somzaad of this grouup. B/53 wad
to cleur the towa out, which they did, takiag sixty-five (85)

priscamers. L
{

The Pemaimder of the eocluma wus tc tura E ia PETITE ROSIERE
and procesd toward NIVES, amd CUBRAVILLR. The first elemeat ¢o
tura here was A/37; this compary assisted by A/83 cleared NIVES. -
As this was' goiag o@ C/37 plus C/55 proceeded to COBREVILLE amd
cledred thit towa. This was ocompleted by 1430, Artiilery
surrort om thess towas was provides ox eall by the 94th Fa.

These fires:were prearrsaged.

It was reported by Lt. Boggess, C.0, Compaay "C", that she
bridges just out of COBREBVILLE om the road to REMOVILLE hed.been
blowmn, producimg &« large orater. The dbulldozer vwaa oriered for-
ward aad procesded to rfill the coruter with a lergs stome wall
that waa mearby. The tamks of C/37 and A/37 overwatched this
operstioan. This wus completed at s;proximately 1515 smd C/37
plus C/53 proceeded toc the high groumd W of REMOVILL: amd OvVer-
loocking the towa, A/37 plus A/55 proceeded imto REMOVILLE oa
the road, all gums firiag amd supported by direct fire from C/37..
AS A/37 amd 4/53 proceeded to clear the towan, C/87 amd C/53 moved
dowa amd along the ¥ edge of towa. W¥hile this was goiag om B/3Y
took up a positiom om high groumd ebout ome (1) kilometer KW of
COBREVILLE, this to cover to the NE. After REMOVILLE was cleared
the towa was outposted amd A erd B/37 exchamged positioms, amd
C/37 took up u positioa N of the towa. There was mo artillery
fire on this towa due to the proximity of CC"B™ oa the X flaak.,

K - Over three humdred (300).prisomers were takea from the tawa. The
. ~ Ccomusmd gpemat the aight of 25-26 December im thess positioms. - «

h?  o (52" o - ’. éigﬁlf
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26 DRC-MB. R, 1944

At 0925, the artillery opemed up om RoMICHAKPAGNL, aad the ;
pUls de COHLT. oimultameously as toe tamks aRd imfaatry stursec
mcviag N, sad the artillery was pouriag it om, the P-47's astarted
t> bomb samd strafe. The BOIS de CUBET was given a good golag over.
The coordimatioa of taaks, imfaatry, artiliery, amd alir was %o

perfection., FPlames came Oover tamks st antemms altitude amd straufed

to the froat. Tne combimation of artillery amd planmes took oars

o® ths BOI. de COHET, which was the umkmowa Juamtity. { "
In the attack om REMICHAMPAGNZ B/37 amd B/53 paralled the % m

NS rowc from REMOVILLE t0 REMICEANPAGNL amd swurg over amd iato P

R -R/MPACNE frozr the S. C/37 plus C/53 moved to the ¥ of the towa § &Y

coverinz the towa, amd wers rewd; to support with direct fire,
Artillery fire was kept on the towa as lomg s possible anmd thea !
suprlaated by direct fire from C/37. W¥hen KEMICHAMPAGN:= was oclearsd
ur, B/37 and B/55 moved to a position just S¥ of CLOCHIMUNT and
overiooking that town. Artillery fire was put on CLOCHIMCNT, G/27
ané C/53 moved to & position about one (1) kilometer NV of RiMIw
CH:FAGNZz tc cover the Nw flamk. At the preseant stage the time

was approximately 1430. A/37 moved to the high ground N of
CLOCEIMUNT to cover in direction of SIBRET and VILLEROUX. At
approximately 1500 and ocontinmuing for almost an hour, hundreds of
C-47's came over and flew to BASTOGNE dropping supplies to the
garrison there.

At 1520, Lt. Col. Abrams oalled up Captain Dwight, Bm S-3,
&nd ordered him to bring C/37 and C/53 forward to B/37's positioa,
saylng "this is it."

Upon reaching B/37's position the orders were given br Colonel
Abrams. Thay were as folilows:

C/37 and C/53 will march aon A3SENOIS, go through it and ooa-
tinue on until contact is made with elements of the 10lst Airborne
Division. B/53 will follow and will clean out ASSENOIS. C/37 and
C/53 will be unier command of Captain Dwight and will be supported
by three (3) Battalions of 105 anc ome (1) Battalion of 153%am
artillery. Artillery to be on eall from anyone in the force aad
to be lifted by call. The artillery will hit the town of ASSENCIG
and the eldges of both woods © the N of ASSENOIC.

After all tank commanders and infantry platoon leaders were
given the situation the force amoved out at 1610, tanks leading,
as is customary. _ S

Upon coming into sight of ASSENOIS, Lt. Boggess, called for '
the prepared artillery fire. The fire came like the rains, few
it any rounds missing their mark. As the edge of the town was .
reached Boggess called for the fire to lift and proceeded into ﬁ o
the town without waiting for the fire to cease,
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Tue to the heavy urtillery fire two tenks were unable to find
‘ thcir way through town. Ope infentry halftrack got forward intc
the tank column. One halftrack suffered a &irect hit 4n the town.
ione of the tanks were firad upon by the enemy in the town, although
there was considerable {neffective anti-tank fire as the oolumn
approuchec¢ the town.

As the foroe left ASSANCIS it was composed as follows: Lt.
Boggess' tank, Li. Wrelson's tank, another tank, a break im the
column @f approximately 3500 yards, an infantry halftrack, ahother
3 tvank and the S-s's tank. All went well as the force proc ed

= on, firing 30 calibre machine guns into the wooas on both ‘$@ides of
the roaa. During the aforementioned break in the column, tle
encay threw Teller-mines on the road in a bottle neck greated Dy
tne woods. The infantry balf-track hit ofe of these mines and w&s
cestroyed, catching fire immediately. After the mines were thrown
{nto the ditones, the work being dome under cover of 50 calibre
fire from a tank, the twc remaining tanks continuec on and re-~
jcined the lezading clezcnt which by this time (1650, had contacted
elements of the 326th Englneers of the 1018t Airborne Division.

In the meantime, B/S. started to clear out ASS:NCIS, and Colonel
Abrams started forward with the remainder of c/53 and two C/37
tanks, By this time there was oconsiderable activity in ASSENCIS
which contained an enemy Battalion and Regimental CP's. Some

428 prisoners were finally taken from the town.

Fro
Ry,

G
¥

) puring this tise Captain Dwight was met by Brigadier General
‘ . McAuliffe, acting Comaznding General of the 10lst Airborne
Division, who oame to the perimeter defenses of BASTOGNE.
By 1830, all of C/37 and C/83 had taken up positions on the
perimeter defense. Colonel Abrams went to the 1Olst Alrborne
Division CP to make arrangements to get their trsins through.
c/5: lost five (5) half-tracks on the mission. One by our own
‘artillery, omne Dby mines, and three by bezooka fire. It was obvious,
after the battle, that the foree would have had considerable trouble
{f it had waited for tae artillery to lire.

Colonel abrams ca2lled Colonel Jacjues at approximately 193C
anad esked to have 4/53 come up and clear the edgee to the woods
North of ASSENCIS. This wae done and by 0300, December 27, 1944,
the road was safe for passage of all types of vehicles, This task
vwas performed against stroag enemy opposition and in an heavily
wooded area.

D/37 escorted the trains of the 10lst and 10th Armored into
BASTOGNE. The trains consisted of some forty (40) trucks and
seventy (70) ambulences. Up to this time D/37 has covered the N®
flank from the same general area it took up on the 25th.

L\ Y
‘l




A/37 and B/37 hele thelr positioas until 0610, 29 Deceaber,

1944. . '
1n the aree between CLOCHIMCNT and A3S:NOIS were seven (7)

anti-tank guns of 75mm or larger, cne blockiang the entrance to

AS3INCOIS. Between A33ZNUIS and the perimeter defeanse of BASTOGN:

were eight (8) more guns. In the woods on both sides of the road

K 0f ~SSbW0OIS were 25 - 3C assorted enemy vehicles, includiag

ful)l track prime movers. There was at least one bazooka %0 every

tive (5) enemy soldlers. The above weapoas were ineffective due

tc rfast, decisive movement, and acocurate, well coordinated

artillery fire, coupled with excelleat air support. )

K -

During the above operations the strengtih of the line companies
never exceeded the figures below:

"A"™ Company 11 tanks 2 Officers
"B" Company 8 tanks 1 Cfficer
*C" Company 9 tanks 2 Officers
"D" Company 13 tanks 1l Officer

Much of the time the operative vehicles were below those shown.
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- terview with Capt lllqu, 5=, 37th Tk Bn, 4th ~rmd Div, at Bn CF, ITLING,
123 Jan 1945 - Attack of 10 Jan, '

The 37th received orders for the attack, (the 4th armd was attacking in con-
junctiorn with the 10lst A/B), at 1900, 9 Jan while in assembly in the vicinity of

?f CHAULONT. Principel elements of CCR were the 37tk, 53d Inf, C/704 TD, amnd C/25
& _ {the latter used to contact flank units). The 37th moved at 2030 to assembly
i . @ km south of BASTOGNE, and tae next morming to assembly at (578595} from which
) they moved to the attack %, crossing the LDp({High ground at k ET - BI1JORY -
underpass, marked HALT JA e objective was BOURCY.

The left boundary of CCB (10lst a/E or the left) was the RR track; the bdry between:
CCB and CCA on the rignt wes the line BLDMY - BOURCY - MICHAWPS - 30URCY (all
towns inciusive to CCB. On CCK's right was the 6th Armd Div.

L e a—

After tihe 22d Fa Bn put a lizght councentration on woods to tne nortz of the
LD, B/37 and C/53 moved out along the trzil by the RR track, while 4/52 with
assault guns/37 advanced on the trail to the east, Both forces ran into consideratl
small arms fire from the RR embankment., {The 10lst was not abreast as hac been
planned.) A/37 was ordered to take the high ground (599594) and protect to the
front and right flank and help clear the wood by fire. The company received
i heavy artillery fire and was fired at by an AT gun at (599595) which it destroyed.
The tanks also fired at three enemy SPs at about (603608), destroyed two and
) damaged the third., The infantry-tank advance proceeded sloily through thick
woods end ageinst stubborn opposition. The enemy, X¥mx elements of tre 340 Volks
Gren Regt,was well dug in and fought determinedly. C & D/37 remained in assembly
area prepared to move on order. )
The attack pmimsit reached only the first phase line when at 1600 orders
were received to move back on relief by elements of the 35th Inf and é6th Armd Divs.
Tanks were within 300 yards of the edge of the wood. Relief was to take place by
companies, CCB was actually relieved by a battalion of the 320th Inf Regt. The
37th moved back apd closed irn assembly area vicinity of ASSENOIS at 3B 2200,
The next day all combat cormands of the 4th Armd Div were ordered back to the
vicinity of LUXEWMBURG. The 37th began moving at 1630, accomplished most of the
move by blackout, closing at ITZING between 0330 and 0400, 12 Jan.
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»/ URIT: 37th Tank bm, 4tb Arnored Division

FZRIOD: 10 - 20 April, 1945 ‘
ACTION: Actiorn of the 37th Tk ©n, as part of CC B, 4t: AD, from vicinity of
Gotha to vicinity of Crimmitschau, Germany

SOU=CR: Capt “erbert A beys, Ex O, 37th T Bn

PLACE AND DATB: 21 April 45, at Weissbach (E2261), Germany, CP of the Bn )

INTERVIZWER: Bapt Roland G Rupenthal

MAPS: Centrel Europe, 1/100,000, Re5 (Erfurt), Reé (Fena), Re? (Chemnitz),

(Note: This interview was sonducted with the aid of maps and the Unit Joure
nal. Capt “ays had only recently returned to the Bu and therefore
was only aoqu:inted with the action after 10 April. The carlie_ !

period was covered by Capt Clark in an interview with Capt dohn T
Moliahon, these3. The CO of tze Bn at t.is time was Capt Dwight,)

On 10 April the 80th Inf Div held positions between Gotha add Zrfurt, approxe
mAtely four miles west of the latter, Both of the 4th AD Combat Com .ards were
behind the 80th Div and were Alf to push thtough the Inf, straddling Erfurt,

CC. B was to the north, CC A to the south, The 37th Tank Bn was attached to CC P
at 1800 on the night of the 10th, Company C of the Bn had just been reconstituted ‘

with 10 tanke and new peraonnsl, following the loss of the Compeny in the Rsseet

Wm resoue mission, On 10 April CC B was oamposed of the following units:

S7th Tenk Bn
10tk Armored Inf Bn -
224 and 177th FA Bns (shabddbAbrbetheab@arBgbe (the latter

a Bn of 155 Hows) |
24~B Enginsers ' |
704=C TDes '
25=D Reconnaissance Tp
46=-FE lMedics
489=C AAA

At approximately 2300 on the night of the 10th unit commnders met to reseive
orders for the conimuation of the advance ea stward, The Combat Bommand was to “
nove out at 0645 the following morning, pa ssing through the 80th Div and by=- Y
passing Exfurt to the north (OC A was to do 1ﬁuiso to the south}, Ko specifie
tvwns er terrain features were named as objeotives; the Oambat Command was simply

to push eastward along & prescribed axis, The Cav Troop and the TDs were 10 ‘
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preoccde the column, contuot elements of the 80th Div and determine the pass=through
pointe

25«D azd z# 704=-C first oontacted elements of the 80th Div at Alaeh (J’?A?O).
..;e*e wes supyos” e tf\ be & bridgo over the strear at tnat place, but there we s -
not, so that tie Command ha to send up its own engineers to construct a treadway,
wnen the bridge was in the Command ~oved t.ro gh the S0th and northward to Tiefe |
thaJ: (F2574) and then east to Gispersleben (J2874), in accordance with tae plan

to by-pass Srfurt to tuie north., The Cormand had tne customery formation, as

followst 25-D (0av) and 704~C (TDS) :

37«4 (Tks) and 10«C (Inf) 6&ame of the inf rode toe tazks F
Command Gp of the 37th and 10th Bos
37« and 10=A .

One platoon of 24=-B (Engrs)

37«D and AQs of the 37th

2248 FA (105 SPs)

Hgs, 37th end 10th Bns

37«C and 10-B

177th FJA (155 8Ps)

CC B Hg

-Sth Arty Gp Bg

24-B (~) (Bngrs)

46=B (Medies)

Trains of 37 and 10

480=C (AAA)
There was initd4ally no contact with the enemy, From Gispersleben the Command proe
coeded via trail to Kerspl.ben (J3672) and then to Kleimblsen (J3774), where

~

the 224 FA spotted and k ocked out a Qerman tank, About the same time the air
reported féve or six tanks in the vioinity, TDs of 704=C werc ordered to clear
the area, and with the assistance of the air knocked out all ol the guns, $hich
proved to be SPs rather than tans, and were unmenned and apparently abandoned,
The Command meanw!ile proceeded to Miedersimmern (J4272) and Ottsedt (J4374).
From the latter to wn the originally designsted route of the Com and ran scutheast
and within a kilomete of the northern edze of Weimar, Sincs t:is route would Sake
the Command dangerously clos to the town and stmee the situation there was un~
known it was decided to split the column at Ottstedt in order to determins the

most feasible route of sdvance. The leading tankeinfantry team (37eA and 10=C)
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followed %the orizinel route southewet to Douedorf (J4777), Eeesiphile 27«

~ and 10=-A peeled off in & northerly direction through the Forst Ettersburg, The

southern tear sosn ran into direct AT fire from Deasdorf and Gabernsdorf (J4872). '
The norther. team awie good [rogreés turougn tohe wooas to a point about one mile

south of f‘leinobringen (J5076) whence the column made & jog in its route and fole

lowed a truil to the northeast fron tos junctio.. at J5074¢, In the woods a Frenah il
and Russian PW cacp of severa. thousand men was overrun, &y the tiks OC B ad
went through the PWs thumselves were in contril and were pretty well orgmniged, |
In this trajl the team received bagooka fire and a feax men suifered minor iajuries,

but this mortherz route wes 8till considered better than the other, 2 37«A and

I8¢ 10-C were therefore recalled from Deasdorf and rejoined the “ommand which again
converged on tue niortiern routs, When the column got out of the woods at Groes~
bringen (J5276, 37«5 was ordered to halt and 37«D (1light tani:s) and the Asseult

Guns toox the lead. The road network in this area wug not favorable o the

desirod ruute of advance of the column, so the Com.and travelled across ocountry

part of the way to Grosskromsdorf {(F5473), going through the reilway underpass ‘
west of the town and fipally assembling in the town itseif, uno was takesn there

for the rear units to estoh up and reorgnize, After about 20 mimtes 37«D pushed

into Denstedt (F5673) where a brid. e was erronsously reparted blown, Basookas

fired at the lead tank simultansously nsar t:.is place and there w-s a great deal "‘

of msoke and noise for a few mimites, but no damagze was caused and the ocolur cone

tinued on in to Denstedt, &Ly this ti e it was getting quite dark, so the Commanif
set up at Grossiromsdorf for the night, 37eD moving. into Sciwabsdorf (F5972),

»

37-A and 10<C to Ulrichshalben (IJ5874), 37«B and 10s4 to Sissenbarm (JS671) and i

0L and 20-B cutsing the Toliliy orossisg oorth of CSrossiraasdorf, All Toads
|
|
K SEAN
. were therfore .ut ou the eastern periSeter of the Command's positi- me %

No fhange in orders was made for the following day, The Comnand was to move

out at 0700.on the 12th, rougly following a route laid out by Division, ihere |

wee no great chan-e in the rerer formation. 37«D zontimued to lscd with the Aa-s.
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of tre B, followedby tze Sommend 3p of 37 ani 10, tken 37-: &nd 10=C, 8 platoon
of Zazineers, 37«C and 10-Z, Fa etc, (The 10th Inf Ep -ed no asseult g@,
incidentally, having loet them on he prev.ous special TF mission, and 37«D was
c155 suckt o pletoor of ta-its,) Th: routs of the Qomend w s é’é‘fb’llows:.
Ulrichsualten = Freakerdorf (J6069) - Kolhstedt {(J6268) = Krippendorf (J6770( =
a8digen (F7171) = then southeast towari the river = Kunitz (J7368) - Laasar (J7567)
Otviously the sare tactic was $o be employed as at Zrfurt —- by-pass dena to the
nortt (CC B) and soutk (OC A) and seige bridges acro s the Ssale River, CC B
noped to seize the crossing at Runitz, The Command wsc the target of artillery
fire for a considerecle distance along the route tnaet msening. The fire contisued
t{ 1 advance elements were teyond Vie-gehneheiligen (J6870)., The firs di1d no
darage, but it was epparent tizt there was opposition in the reg on and it was
‘thought that the trains would not be safe, The head of the column w-8 therefore
kaited short of RBdigen and one tankeinfantry team (37«: and 10=C) was detached

from the columm and despatched to l@tgeroda (J6869) and @losewits (J6989)

. to check the woods, HNothin: was found by this team; but the artillery fire

cecsed, Its source wa. nevur digcoverd,

Meanwhile an opportunity seemed to present itself for a croséing of the river
farthe: north, . Planes spotted a bridge at Dornburg eDorandorf (F7674), about
six kilometers north of Kunitz, and reported it intact, Cevalry units of the
25th Bqdp werse mear by and called Lt Col Abrems, the Combet Command Gommander,

infoming bfm they would cheak it, Xn the meantims 37=C was pulled into assembly

 near AltergBnna (J6871) with a view to iaving it ready to dash north, follow

the Cavilry aoross and secure a bridgehead, This plan never materialiged, bhow
sver, Just es the Cavalrv reached the river the bridce was dblowm, 'ﬁis happened
several times in the advance across Germany,

¥hile the ebove was taking place another possibility was being investizated
three kilometers fartte south, 37eD and the AG6 had proceeded to the railway

bridge half way between Dorndorf and :nm# but found this bridge blown also
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Meerzhile an attempt to te<e tie Aunitz brid-c alsc failed, 37e=i end its acooms

poxying 1.faptry woved throus: R8Bdigen towers the brid;e, drewirg tagzooks fir om

|
|
_ |
the way, Two tarn's were damn~ed by thie fire at tae tomn just acrose the river }
£ Kamitz {the towr if unnamed cn the rap) endthe commanders of botz 37-4 a2 ‘

10-C were inju~ed, DPut tie bridge tiere iud also been blwmp, 4All tiree attempts A

b -
to texe & bridge intact ove tie Seale had failed, &, )

37=A took & position overlooking i:e river, 2ad wa: shortly followed by C and

-

B also, 50 thet all three companies had positions on the west bank] Tee
intentionf was that these trree ca:panis s-ould provide fire cover for & crocsl g
ty the infantry, The Sasle w-s quite wide at thir point, and feirly swift, The
iafantry hoped to heve a footbridge for its crossing, Eowever, evw: tiis wus Dot
availeble, There wzg no enemy fire up to the time of o ossing, Visibilty wusg
-very poor, however, and P=47s droppred three bombs on the “m:rican rorcie on the
) left banr, Rguineers began constwmuction of e treadway bridge, but no bridge was
available for the infantry arossing. Compenies Band O of the 10th Inf Zn wer e

—

therefore ferried across in pontons, and reached the oprosite siore witaout

opposition, In the town of Kunitz 230 P¥s were taken, ‘
The Engireers estimated they would regquire fire or six hours to cocpleto a

) tridge across the river, ‘fowover, it took consider_bly less time, ard b y 1930

¢ ponton brid-e was ready, Two and a half hours after,the infantry e.tered "

Eun tz, thereffore, 37=-A moved acfoss the ®asle, picked up Co C of tie 10th En

and moved on to laasan (F7567). The terrein in this crea was hilly &nd wuoded, h
but the enexy had not contested the river crossing, and in the town of laasan
an additional 36 Ger an surrendered to S7=4 without offering any resistance.

Anothe: tankeinfantry team e— 37«C and 10-B =— followed and dutposted south

of Kunitz, ‘end 25eD and 704<C also oroessed and took positions norht of the towm,
nsar Golmsdor? (J7671)., DBy nightfall, them, the bridgeheed was oonsolidated in a

rough semi-circle along the high wooded ground north, east and south of Eunitz.

That night (1t was the 12th) CC B rece ved orders to move ot the follow-
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morning in three columms, It soems that Lt Col Abrams hsd boen "chewed"

} ‘ for fighting on too narrow & front with teo extended a colurm¢ and thus did not

cut & broed a swathe as desired, bBe tlerefore oonmplied with Division's orders

/ and split tue Command into three separate mlumag.,

’. ———— e ———

Route A led generelly to the northeast, from Beutnitz (J7670) to Mertendort

- &

{(F8473) - Grosshelmsdorf (F9076) - 1einpStewitz (JS8Y5) 9 Rosenthal (J9772) e

Pl

,‘f(

Cossre (KD376) - Drossdorf (KD776) p Kaypa (K1575) « D8lzig (K2174), and was

I travelled by 25«B and 704=C, the foroe outposting the northern end of the

374 and ¢§ 10=C, under Oapt Ha;s, took Route B, or themiddle route, wnich led

eastward from Laassan through Greitschen (J7969) = Paxdorf (JB169) - Petersberg

(78772) « Edfigshofen (J9275)fthus avoiding Zisenberg)e Trebnitz (J9774) =

‘ Rosenthal - ¥ickelsdort (J9972) - Schellback (K0773) e Wittgendorf? (K1273) ¢

r' ‘ Br6okeu (K1472) - Né)¥sa Mehna $KR172),

| ‘ Route C to the south wes the main rcute and carrisd the bulk of the dmmana.
"led b- 37D and tho AGs and followed by the two remaining tankpinfantry teams
(37«C and 10«L) and 37-B and 10-A), the artillery units and remaingng traing and
attaclmsnts., The route ran gonerally m t: within about two to three miles
of Eisenberg and then swung sharply north around the oity to join the other two
ecolumns at Rosonthal, The route ren as followsj Wogau (J7568) ¢ Bnrgai (F8267) -

Bainspitz (F9970) - Petersburg (J8772) = Rosenthal « Silbitz (F9970)- Heckewelde

(K1072) - Harthe (K1669) - them sast to Gerbisdorf (K£IE#f 4169) e Wolkenborg

. " (K4667) - Kaugungen (K4766), All these routes temporarily converged at Rosenthal
l}: \f.\’ f becaus of thh necessity of eressing the river (the Weisse Elster) at that
w1 _
< "/ point,

Initially, Forces B and C had difficulty cetti-o throush the wooded arces
along their routes due to the parrowness of the roads and trails, Map recone

. naissance had been misleading as to the conditio s of the routes,, But the

- oprosition from the enemy was pegligidle, !eroea A end B ensountered =ome
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setever, sizmply & rehing through undefneded towns. Foroe C enco ntered somd
emell erms and sniper fire in Hainspits, where the 37tb Tk bn Commander, «aj
Hunter, was wounded {capt Dwight Took comnand at this point), but apart from this 0 |
there was little to delay the thres columns in their advanse to the Elster, 7Troep |
D of the 28th Cav Ron 8qdn (Route A) reached the Elster first and, findi-g the
bridge et Rosenthal intact, crossed and established & bridgencad thers, Foree B
carme up showtly thereafter and corssed behind the Cavalry, taking positions at
Nickelsdorf to reinforce the tridgehead, FYorce C was scheduls 4 to cross and
then swing south to Silbitz, but just east of the river one of the tanks fell
through & small bridge spenning a canal, 50 thut roro'o ¢ instead continued east :
penind Force B through the Forst Zeits. The advance east continued to be practioally
unopposed, and in the piddle of the afternocn ‘the three columns ODce more converged
near the "odge of the may®, beyond whieh no separate moutes wers indiocated, This
was ip the vicinity of Mehna (X7172), whence the entire Gommand ;ollowod the route
designated for Ioreo Ce

Sipce the progress of the Command was 80 g00d, Division deeid;d to try for s ‘
erossing of the ‘mok-itnldo River (which runs through Glauchau, K3857) and Lt
Col Abrams received orders tnat aftermoon to try for e bridgehead over that river.
So the Com-and oontinusd to roll eastward., From Mehpa CC B moved rapldly east §o
Garbisdorf and then %o Wolkenbergs L; the oolumn neared the river, air reported
e bridge intact at the town of Wolkenberg. The coﬁmnd w.s led by the 1ight tanks
of 37=D, elready running low: oD gasSe However, D kept rolling and, meeting almost
po re istanse, crossed the bridge at Wolkenberg and cstablished & vridgehoad alone,

[

without supp rt of the ingantry, When the ocmpany reached the east pank of the
. .
river the tanks weru B0 ghort of gas tae could not even move out to take ouppost fgﬁk{ ;

0
positéons to guard the bridgetead, The whole Cormand had gone farther than axpocw\\‘ L
4

this 4ays That night it reined, and roads cecams impassalbe for tuaks so that

2o resupoly could be effected till the naxt mOIrninge Fortunately, howeve¥, 8some

pedium tanks of the oolumn were eble to come thro.gh the pridgehead and est.ablu‘ ‘
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outposts to protect the toeghold on the east bank, The only sign of the eneny as

t.e Command crossed the river wes & column of German wenicles to the southeasgt,

This ensemy coluxm was teken under fire by the whole column of CC B, Then the nriod
' ]

;

tankeinfantry teams procesded to esto:lishdf a perimeter of defense around the

bridge, 37«8 and 10=5 moved to the high ground at Ndr Frohne (E5165) ant cut the
- :

road; 37-f and 104§ ooceupied Hill 512 (K5068); and 37eE and 104 outposted Hil

334 (K4865), Taus the usual semiegircular defense was established, cutting the

roads to Lmbo,ch, with the @Ps of 37, 10 and thi Command at ‘uunugcn. During the

night the 37th Bn receivec sporadic artillery and rocket fire,
s

The nearly 50-mile advance of 13 Maey marked the near high tide f£éf of OC B's '

’

marck eastward across Germany, The Command used 14 Moy jr;marily for securing its

extended posisdon by the clearense of surrounding towns, 37eB moved to Burgstadt

(K5669) and after some fight:ng took 300 PNs; 37«C cleared Obr Frohna and then

Juhlau (szsv), meeting no resistance, Tauscha (K5068) and Chursdorf (K5169)
were also clearsd and Kill 350 outposted (K5868), and & section of Taura (KX5870)
elso cleared for security. 37eA cleared the area around Wittgensdonf (K5965) and
secured the hizh ground just to the norkh, After clearing the northern extremity
of the bridgehead at Penig (K4871) $$ moved ®o the high ground south of Wittgense
dorf, The Ceve ry had made visual contact with the 6%h Armored Biv , In clearing
this area east ¢ the Zwickedulde and securing the bridgshead CC B reached its
latest restraining line on the 14th, which h:d been extended already duri g the

day, There w:s some foar of overextension, for littles wus known about the flanks,

On the 15th line; were revifsed onsce more to pemuit the seizure of the dridzes
northeast of ¥ittgensdorf by amall task forces of 37eA and 10C and S7«C and 10eB,
On the 16th the Gommand was partially relieved by the 80th Div, and WéMId/ moved
to Buncstadt for cleanpup and maintenance, The Cammand expected to be there for
several dayﬁ, but on the following day (17th) elements of the Command in L
turn temporarily relieved 80th Div units at Grlina (K5658) and Sigmar (K5958),

Just outside Chemnitz, On the 18th the Coammand wasinformed it was to be relievad
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by the 76tk Viv, Tnis wae effected on the 19th, end on 20 April CC B moved to

soissbach (K2261), ' ' ‘

These 10 days of operatior bad been 1ittle :ore ther reed marches for CC B,

Main diffjoulty of tae ocmmand Ngf as fer as resistance was concermed, wis

river ecrossincs, end even these were uncontested end only delayed tte advance ocoae
\___-_—.—_"

sionslly by blown bridges, The enemy hed no

t even rzd time to oconstruct ro ¢

~. e

bloaks in these last days,
v—-————_—ﬁ_




P 7;.&:-.'_‘}‘}’,""!"""((:“"" - T e D i

I SR - j 7 3
e k S ¥ US ARMY ARMOR SCHOOL LIBRARY ;
s - -~ ;
/
B {
(S
-
i
i
[ ————
13
N
.
i
g -
CHP ¢
(a2
©
&3
— !
=~ .
e,
e
,
Y
~ 't .
. ‘ ,
Do .
\ oy e e . -
® ,.:....‘Klmw_..__‘._....u_... - - Sy e ‘ ; i
] ) i" i i
t : y:
" - , I N . . . /» »»-:_ - . P
- e e e e e e e = h i S e e ] - ~ ke )




